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Thomas William Cokf, Esq. m.p- 



CffHolkham, in the County of Norfolk* 



In dedicating to you 
this brief, but I trust faithful sketch 
of our national History, I must can- 
didly confess, I am solely guided by a 
desire of paying my tribute of respect, 
to those public and private virtues, 
which so eminently distinguish the 
Senatorial Representative of the County 
of Norfolk. 



VI DEDICATlOir. 

That you may long continue an 
ornament to society, and a benefactpr 
to your Country, that you may accu- 
mulate in your own Person, subjects, 
no less splendid, nor less instructive 
for some future, but more competent 
Historian; is the sincere wish of^ 



Sir, 



your most obliged 

and devoted Servant, 



William Greeii. 



LONDON, January, 180$. 



PREFACE. 

XT is with unfeigned diffidence, that the 
compiler of these voluraei presents them to 
the notice of an enlightened public; without a 
wish to detract frem the well-earned fame of 
some of his predecessors, he cannot how- 
ever be blind to their foibles : antipathy, cre- 
dulity, and partiality, successively deform the 
eloquence of even our best modern histoiians, 
A scrupulous attention, therefore, to candor 
and fidelity, forms one, and perhaps the 
only ' merit of the following pages. The 
Author's next object was to give an interest- 
ing detail of those glorious events, whioh 
have distinguished the present reign, on a 
scale more concise, less expensive, and he 
trusts equally as faithful, as the voluminous 
minuteness of preceding historians; How 
far he has succeeded, is left to the decision 
of an impartial, and discerning public. 

It would be unpardonable in the compiler of 
these volumes not to acknowledge his obliga- 
tions, and the great asssistance he has receiv- 
ed, especially in his second volume, from 
Doctor Coote's valuable History of England. 
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BOOK IV. 



VROM THE FRENCH REVOLUTION TO THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF HOSTILITIES. 

A. D. 1789. The event, which now en- 
gages our attention, was the most astonishing 
of modem times: causes, long in the woqib 
of fate, now manifested themselves in the 
most important consequences. The French 
revolution, to distant observers, appeared the 
work of a moment; and reflecting minds 
could scarce confide in a changCy which, in 

B their 



6 ANNALS or GEORGE III. 

their opinkui, appeared so sudden and unex* 
pected: but they were not aware, that the 
revolution had been generating for a century^ 
mnd the principles, on which it was founded, 
were silently and insensibly gaining ground. 
All the popular writers in France, Montesquieu^ 
Voltmre^ Rousseau^ and Mably^ contributed, 
but in different ways, to diffuse the principles 
of liberty and reformation. These writings were 
in every one's hands ; and it was scarce possible, 
but their sentiments should lead to an ab- 
horrence of the arbitrary system, so prevalent 
in France : her alliance and intercourse with 
the founders of the American republic, in* 
creased an antimonarchial spirit in a country, 
already predisposed for its reception. 

The enormous expence, and fatal conse« 
quench in support of the Americans, plunged 
France into embarrassments ; and the aggres- 
sion recoiled on the aggressor. An immense 
new debt was added to the old, an aug- 
mentation became intolerable. Her taxes, 
though numerous and burdensome, were in- 
adequate to the national expenditure. The 
weakness of the sovereign, the incapacity or 

timidity 
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timidity of his ministers, the unexampled op- 
position of parliament to sanction the royal 
edicts for the impositions of new taxes, the 
fieiilune of the harvest, and consequent aug- 
mentation in the price of bread, were all con- 
curring circumstances to produce, and for- 
ward the revolution. 

When the late unfortunate king * came to 
the throne, the power and influence of the 
French monarchy, both internal and external, 
was visibly on the decline; and the impo- 
licy f of the royal measures, accelerated the 

gathering 

• Lotus tbe XVIth, the reigning monarcb, had snc- 
oeeded his grandfather^ Loais the XYth, at the age of 
30. He married, while dauphin, Marie Antoinette^ 
sister to the emperor of German7. 

f Loais was- persuaded to break up the royal house- 
hold, to dismiss about 400 officers^ holding post imme- 
diatdy absut his person, and to content himself with a 
less expensive and splendid establishment. Perhaps, no 
advice more fatal could have been conceived or adopted. 
The pomp and external paraphernalia of majesty being 
once withdrawn, and the number of nobility attached to 
die sovereign by interest, vanity, or affection, once 
disbaoded^ the throne was left naked, unprotected^ and 

s 2 exposed 
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gathering storm. Louis, instigated by Ver* 
gennes and Maurepas, in opposition to his 
own private opinion, had supported ''the 
American revolution, and taken an active 
part against Great Britain, in defence of that 
freedom, which it vVas reasonable to conclude, 
his own subjects would claim by the example. 
The infamous dismemberment of Poland too, 
a power friendly to France, had some share in 
the revolution, by increasing that odium aU 
ready prevalent, against the iajustice and ra- 
pacity of princesi 

The queen, Antoinette, dissipated with the 
most wanton profusion the royal revenue, 
and by her interference in politics, impaired 
the popularity of her sovereign : besides, she 
was disliked, nay odious to a great part of the 
nation. The tone of monarchy was lowered ; 

exposed to insult. Fatal experience has evinced its ten* 
dency, and has manifested that a limited monarch only, 
who reigns in the affections of his subjects, dnd whose 
interests are blended with those of the people, can re- 
main an object of respect and homage, divested of the 
splendor and protector of a royal court, and numerous 
iiousehold. 

and 
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and Louis, instead of commanding respect by 
firmness and ability, sunk by weakness and 
facility, into greater* coiltempt thmi his intel- 
iects or character dttidrvfed. The spirit of 
irreligion and immorality pervaded the no- 
bles, the getatry, and even many ecclesias- 
tics; and the ptopulace were fey no means 
backward in a vicious imitation ot their bet- 
ters. At this important crisis, M: de Co- 
lonne, upon the death of Vergerines, was 
appointed Minislieri One of the most into- 
lerable grievances then prevalent, was the' im- 
munity of the nobility and clergy frota taxa- 
tion. The s Warms of new noblesse, who 
had purchased their patents, were by this 
shameful custom, exempt from contributing 
to the exigences of the state; and the magis- 
trates enjoyed t;he same privilege : so that 
the whole weight of the imposts fell on those 
least able to bear them. Colonne proposed 
to equalize the public burdens, and by ren- 
dering the taxes general alleviate the load on 
the lower, and most useful class of tjie people. • 
The officers under the crown were to be as- 

B 3 sessed. 
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seased, and a territorial impost adopted, simi- 
lar to the English land tax. This, as a scheme 
of finance, in whatever motives it originatedt 
was just in its principles, efficient in its ob« 
ject, and as a measure of policy, wise and 
equitable, since it proposed to restore to the 
commons, so great a part of their usurped 
rights. To further this plan, this bold fi- 
nancer assembled the notables i''^ but the no- 
bles, clergy, and magistrates, incensed at the 
intended innovations, lyiited against bim« 
and by \ke\t intrigues and clamor, so in- 
creased the popular odium, that the king mild 
and compliant, imbibed the same unfavour- 
able sentiments, and dispajssed M. D. Ca<- 

♦ The notaries wertf an assembly, deming their name 
from the members being men of note and respectability. 
It had been convened by King Henry the IVth, and again 
by Louis the XII Ith. The assembly consi&ted of seven 
princes of the blood, nine dukes and peers of France^ 
eight field marshals, 22 nobles, eight counsellors of state, 
four masters of requests, 11 archbishops and bishops, 
37 judges of parliament, 12 deputies of Pays d'^iai^ the 
lieutenant dvil, and 25 magistrates of dUferent towns : 
in all, 144 members^ 

lonne. 
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lonne.* The succeeding adminisfration of the 
archbishop of Thoulouse, a leading member 
of the notables, was not more propitious: on 
his appoiivtment, his patriotism itnpercepti* 
bly decreased, and by losing the confidence 
^cf the people, he was rendered incapable of 
serving his sovereign. 

Foiled in their attempts to gain the sane* 
tion of the notables, the court dissolved that 
assembly, and had recourse to the usual mode 
of raising money, by royal edicts. On the 
13th of Juncf, an edict, containing a double 
poll tax, and a heavy stamp duty, was sent to 
parliament to enregister; but, in an animated 
remonstranc6*, they reprobated all new im- 
{y3st», and recommendedUhe king to assem- 
ble the states general of the kingdom, which 
the despotism of Henry the IVth, had in« 
duced them to discontinue: but Louis reject- 
ing their advice, adopted the impolitic council 

* Calonne, dreading a jadcial prosecutioo, 'while the 
tide of popular prejudice run so strong against him, re- 
tired to England. His scheme, if adopted, and fairly 
executed, would have been of service to the state, and of 
relief to tl^e people. 

b4? ^ 
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of the pr^te, and by holdiog what Ih^ 
termed a bed of justice^ enforced the registra* 
tion of the edicts. On the followi^ day, 
parliament formally protested i^inst this 
oompulsive concession, and declared, that as 
ibe edicts had been registered against their 
consent) they neither ought, orsbould be valid, 
and that the first person who attempted to 
enforce them^ should be adjudged a traitor, 
and condemned to the gallies. This peremp- 
tavy declacation left the crown no alterna- 
tive, butof proceeding to cKtremities, in sup- 
port, of its authbrity, or iot ever abandoning 
die power of raising money without the sane* 
tion of parliament. Painful as was the alter- 
native^ Louis could not consenjt to resign 
without a struggle, an authority which had 
been so long exercised by his predecessors : 
he therefore, banished to Troyes * in Canv^ 

pagne, 

• Since the commencement of the prevalent discon* 
tc»t, the capital had been gradually filled with troops ; 
and not more than a week after parliament had entered 
their protest, an officer of the guards with a partj of 
to]£erB> went at day break, to the house of every pro* 

testing: 
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pagne, all the protesting members : a mea*. 
sure fatal to his own essential interest, and 
even eventual existence. 

These, and other arbitrary proceedings^ 
increased the popular ferment. Commotions 
commenced in several parts of the kingdom; 
arid a general convulsion was apprehended. 
The archbishop, unequal to combat the ga* 
thering storm, retired from the. helm, for 
which he was ill qualified, and abandoned his 
sovereign to the mercy of events: but prior 
to bis resignation^ he recommended him to 
convoke the states general/ The archbishop 
was succeeded byNecker, who had conducted 
the finances during the late war, and had 
gained an unmerited degree of popularity, 
since his dismissal from office. Adopting 

Ibesting member of parliament, to signify the king's com- 
mand^ that he should immediately proceed to Troycs, 
(about 70 miles from Paris) without either writing or 
speaking to any person out of his own house before his 
departure. These peremptory mandates were executed 
at the same instant ; and before the transaction was 
known to the citizens of Paris, the protesting members 
"virere on the road to the scene of their banishment. After 
a month's exile> they werci however, recalled. 

therefore 
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therefore the advice of the prelate, he gave 
orders for summoning the slates general,^ 
After a cessation of 175 years, this assembly 
met on the Ist of May : and their re-esta- 
blii^ment presented a new cera in the govern- 
ment of France. The most powerful parties 
in the kingdom constituted this national coun^ 
cil, and arranged themselves into three divi« 
sions. The first consisted of the aristocratic 
party, determined to support the ancient 
mode of procedure, by a separation of the 
states. into three chambers. This division 
was formidable from the rank, talents, and 
situation of its members. The second was 
of the moderate party, unfavourable to assem- 
blies of three separate orders, and disposed to 

* The most important consideration of the king and 
ministers, was the means of re-assembling the states ge- 
neral. The last nieeUng in l6l 4 had been convened bjr 
applicalion to the bailiwicks 3 but these were increased 
in number and jurisdiction^ and with the addition of se- 
veral provinces to France. It was, however, determined 
to fix the number of deputies at one thousand and up- 
wards, and that the deputies of tlie third division or com- 
mens, should equal in number those of the nobility and 
dergy united, 

form 
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Ibrm the nobles and clergy into one house, upoa 
a principle of reciprocal controul, similar to 
the British constitution. The third division 
consisted of the great democratic party, zea* 
lous to overbear all ranks, and all distinction* 
The states being assembled, bis majesty, in a 
speech from the throne, informed them of 
his reasons for convoking them. He noticed 
the spirit of innovation, and the prevalent 
discontent. He trusted, their first and prin- 
cipal object vi^ould be directed to remove 
those evils, and by their proceedings, ma* 
nifest that loyalty and attachment to mo« 
narcby, from which France derived such 
great and glorious advantages.* Necker then 
addressed the convention ; but his harangue 
was inadequate to the important office. he 
filled^ and unsatisfactory to all. In short, 

* Necker, a republican in birdi and principle, greatly 
deficient in tbe essential qualities of a great minister, and 
of those enlarged principles of taxation and revenue com« 
petent to relieve the embarrassmentpf so vast a monarchy 
as France, endeavouved to supply these defects, by littlo 
artt» and narrow projects adapted ta the exigences of 
the day, 

4 weakness 
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weakness and irresolution marked the mi*' 
nisterial councils. 

The king still possessed the supreme au- 
thority of the kingdom; and though the 
states were assembled, they were destitute of 
all legal power, as the writs of election had 
never been examined.* Notwithgrtanding this 
royal privilege, the ministers shamefully neg- 
lected to enforce the enquiry, and impru- 
dently suffered the states to become a demo- 
cratical assembly. The verification of their 
powers afforded a favourable opportunity to 
the commons of insisting, that they should 
meet in one chamber. 

Disunion and indecision marked the nobles 
and • clergy of the states general ; but the 
commons were united. Necker proposed 
conciliatory measures, but, from their indeci- 

• Each member, prior to the commencement of pub- 
lic business, was obliged to present his iiWit of election oa 
the table of the chamber to which it belonged, for the 
inspection of the C43mmis$anes appointed to examine 
their authority. ' The sanction of the commissioners to 
file authenticity of the writs^ sanctioned the verification 
«f power. 

sivcness, 
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siveness, they satisfied neither party. The 
commons finding the nobles inflexible, boldly 
formed themselves into a national assembly, 
and proceeded to business. The clergy see- 
ing the commons triumphant, flocked to 
their hall, and were joyfully received. The 
national assembly made rapid strides in the 
assumption of power : they asserted the so« 
vereign authority, and exercised it by a veiy 
popular act, declaring all existing taxes ille- 
gal. Louis alarmed at these arbitrary pro* 
ceedings, grew daily more dissatisfied with 
his ministers, whose irresolution and inaction 
had not a little increased the popular fer- 
ment. The princes and nobles, adherents to 
the old government, recommended vigorous 
measures ; they advised the king to hold a 
royal session in the hall of the states general, 
which would suspend the meetings of the 
national assembly. , He accordingly issued a 
proclamation, and appointed next day for the 
royal session. Orders were therefore given 
the guards, to keep the apartment clear till 
the arrival of his majesty ; the commons, in 
consequence, were refused admittance. — 

. Alarmed 
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AhrmM at thif unexpected measure, and 
fcArlul of immediate dissolution, they retired 
ti) nri old trniiis-court, where, by oath, they 
bound themselves to remain, till they had 
complt^tad the constitution. ^ 

On opening the royal session, his majes^ 
pm|)OHed the outline* of a new constitution : 
ht^ then ordered the assembly to disperse, and 
to moet the next day in their respective halls: 
The commons listened in haughty silence to 
th^ rtfading of the plan, and, on the king's 
dtpparture, ref^ised to dissolve their meeting. 
Oti bt^ing n^minded by the Marquis De 
Btmc, master of the cei:emonies, of the royal 
mi^ntlate, the president of the states replied, 
Tki^ M/NMt MSfwAW, had no orders to receive :^ 
•lu) MirabMu^ m minnlier dbtinguished for 
kh ttthMitii and eioqiioice, added, Oo teiJyomr 
mmte^\ tkm wte ure kere fy Me/mc^er of tie 

^ TVpMpMi^>iks w«te fqpoteUs sni iaodenite» asri 
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people^ and that nothing ^hall expel us^ but 
the bayonet. 

The populace at Versailles, the scene of 
action, now became violent in favour of the 
commons: and at Paris the ferment was 
outrageous. The convulsed state of the 
OQietropolis, and the unfitness of the guards, 
under no subordination or military discipline 
for re-establishing tranquillity, justified the 
rendezvous of the military, in the vicinity of 
^ Paris and Versailles. The national assembly 
femonstrated against the approach of such a 
hiXge armed force ; but the king answered, 
that he had no other motive, than the neces- 
-sity of establishing, and maintaining good 
order in the capital. 

The royal party reprobated the conduct of 
Necker, and to his republican principles at- 
tributed the degraded state of royalty : he 
was in consequence dismissed, and ordered 
to quit the kingdom, and with him, his 
fiiend Montmorin. This step, which evinced 
a total revolution of measures, and, from the 
popularity of the minister, increased the ge- 
neral ferment, was followed by others equally 

impolitic. 
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impolitic* An ill-timed delay, as fatal as 
the precipitate retreat of Necker, gave the 
inhabitants time to recover their first emo- 
tions of surprize and apprehension, and thfey 
profited by their inexertions. Rapidly pass- 
ing from one extreme to another, the Pari- 
sians unanimously took up arms, and joined 
by the French guards, who, from a long re- 
sidence in the capital, had been peculiarly 
exposed to seductions, and had abandoned 
their sovereign at the awful moment, now 
threw oflf all restraint. The supplies of arms 
and ammunition, which had been provided 
for their subjugation, were turned against the 
crown ; and the Hotel des Invalids^ the great 

* The gardea of the duke of Orleans, a violent revolu- 
tionary parti zan, was the chief scene of disorder, and 
constant resort of the mobility, to hear the seditious ha- 
rangues of mer^ary orators, purposely hir^, to inflamd 
the populace to acts of the most violent atrocity. Un- 
fortunately, weaknesss and irresolution marked the minis- 
terial councils; they impotently expected, without ad- 
verting to the cliange of sentunent and circumstances, 
that the very appearance of the military, as in former 
times, would awo the Parisiaxis to sobmissioo and obe^ 
dienoe* 

repository^ 
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repository of i]i^litary stores, after a fiunt' 
resistance, surrendered. ^ 

The^ Blustile, that awful engine of despo-* 
tism for ages, sacred to silence and despair,' 
still continued unmolested; and while it 
remained, Paris could not be regarded as 
free, or secure from chastisement: it was* 
tiierefore invested by a mixed multitude of 
citizens and soldiers, and in a few hours, 
carried by storm. The governor De Launy*, 

* De Launy, it is said, displayed a flag of trace, and a 
I»arley ; but abasing the eonfidence which these signals 
inspired, he discharged a heavy fire of cannon and mus« 
quetry, and made considerable carnage. But whether 
this act, unjustifiable under any circumstances^ originated 
from a preconcerted scheme of the governors, or, with 
greater probability, provoked at the abusive and insulting 
conduct of the citizens, has never been ascertained. 
The testimonies are so extremely contradictory, that it 
is impossible to develope truth, amidst the exaggeration 
of distempered passions. What advantage could accrue 
ftom' this partial massacre? Far from intimidating, he 
only augmented, by so treacherous a breach of iaith, the 
rage of an incensed populace. If imputed to a part of 
the royal policy, as was the popular opinion, not one au- 
thenticated instance could be found, to corroborate such 
premeditated cruelty. 

#f B ^tnd 
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aad De Losme, the major, were dntgged to 
the Phce de Grhe^ and iidiUBHmly butch- 
ered ; the gairisoQ, too, but for the iaterces- 
8100 of the Butional troops, would haire shared 
the same uatknely £aite. Popular fiiry now 
oiaiiifeated a species of aavageness l<Maig hap* 
pily exploded in civilk:ed Europe : they in- 
sulted the mangled remains of the Tictims 
they had inhumanly murdered, and exhibited 
their heads on pikes to the ap[^uding mul-^ 
titude. Thus dreadful was the commence- 
ment Of GaHic liberty ! ! ! An awful example 
of the danger to which adherence to their 
sovereign must expose, in time of anarchy 
and inesurrectiott. 

On the arrival of this alarming intelligence 
at VetMilles, consternation and dismay per- 
vaded the court. The king finding resistance 
unav;ailing, especially as the military were in- 
fected with the popular spirit, resolved on 
the most unconditional submission to the 
national assembly; repairing thither early the 
next morning, disordered in his dress and 
unattended with his guards, he resigned him- 
self into their hands : thus fell the absolute 

monarchy 
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monarchy of France. Monsieur Necker and 
Moomorio were recalled, and reinstated in 
their offices. The count d'Artois and his two 
sons, the duke d'Angouleme and de Barri, 
the prince de Conde, his son and grandson, 
the duk€S of Bourbon and Enghien, ♦ the 
prince of Cpnte, marechal de Broglio, with 
other associates and favourites, perceiving the 
popular party paramount, sought safety by 
flight, and left the kingd(Hn. 

Our brief epitome will not allow a minute 
detail of the triumphant proceedings of the 
national assembly, or of the factious and bar-^ 
barous outrages, frequently and too fatally 
prevalent over order and humanity. Suffice 
it to remark, that many decrees for the re-, 
gulation of the royal authority, for the sup- 
pression of the nobility, and of unjust and 
unnecessary privileges, for the equalisation 
of imposts, and other important acts were 
promulgated ; and while the deputies were 

* This was the vinfortunate nobleman, ^ho, in 1804, 
was inhumanly sacrificed to gUt the revenge of the ic* 
spotic Corsican uBurper. 

B 9 thus 
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thus employecl, the cause was disgraced by 
the excesses of plebian brutality, and out- 
rages of unexampled barbarity. ♦ The leaders, 

particularly 

* The fbllowing is a copy of the dedaration of rights^ 
consisting of seventeen articles. 

I. Men were bom^ aiid always continue equal in re« 
spect to their rights -, civil distinctions^ therefore, can be 
founded on public utility; 

II. The end of all politipal assodations is the presor* 
vation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of man ; 
and these rights are liberty, property, security and redst- 
ance. i 

ni. The nation is essentiallythe source of all sove- 
reignty » nor can any individual, or Jmy.Kbdy of men, be 
entitled to any authority, vphidh is expressly derived 
from it. 

IV. Political liberty consists in the power of doing 
whatever' does not injure another: the exercise of the 
natural rights of every man has no otlier limits, than 
those which are necessary to seqire every other man the 
firee exercise of the same rights, and these limits are de« 
termmable only by law. 

V. The law ought to prohibit only actions hurtful to 
society : what is not prohibited by the law, should not 
be hindered, nor should any one be compelled to that, 
which the law does not require. 

VI. The law is an expression of the will of the com- 

munity: 
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particularly Orleans and Mirabeau, instead of 
repressing the turbulent spirit, deliberately 

encouraged, 

xnunity : all citizens have a right to concur, either per* 
noBaDjy or by their representative in its formation. It 
should be the same to all^ whether it protects or pu- 
nishes : and all being equal in its sights are equally e]i« 
gible to all honours, places and employments according 
to their different abilities > without any other distinction^ 
than that created by their virtues and talents. 

VII. No man shall be accused, arrested, or held in 
confinement, except in cases determined by law, and 
according to the forms which it has prescribed. All 
who promote, solicit, execute, or cause to be executed, 
arbitrary orders, ought to be punished, and every citizen 
called upon, or apprehended by virtue of the law, ought 
immediately to obey, or he renders himself culpable by 

resistance. 

VIII. The law ought to impose no other penalties, 
than such as are absolutely and evidently necessary; and 
no one ought to be punished, but in virtue of a law pro- 
mulgated before the offei^ce. 

IX. Every man being presumed innocent, till he has 
been convicted, when hi^^detention becomes indispensa- 
ble, all rigour to him, more than is necessary to secure 
his person, ought to be provided against by law. 

X. No man ought to be molested on account of his 
•pinions, not even on account of his religious opinions, 

provided 
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encourageid, nay even vindicated the riotoud 
disposition of the rabble. Many iiteraty men 

were 

X 

provided his avowal of them does not disturb the public 
order established by law. 

XI. The unrestrained communication of thoughts and 
opinions^ being oud of the most precious rights of man, 
every citizen may speak , write, or publish fredy, pro- 
vided he is responsible for the use of his liber^ in cases 
determined by law. 

XIL A public force bdng necessary to give security 
to the rights of men and of citizens^ that force is instil 
tuted for the benefit of the community, and not for the 
particular benefit of the persons to whom it is intrusted. 

XIII. A common contribudon being necessary forHhe 
support of the public force, and for defraying the other 
expences of government, it ought to be divided equally 
among the members of the community according to their 
abilities. 

XIV. Every citizen has a rights either by himself or 
his representatives, to be a free voice in determining the 
necessity of public contributions, the apptobation of 
them, and of their amount, their modes of assessments 
and duration. 

XV. Every community has a right to demand of all its 
agents an account of their conduct. 

XV. Every community in which a separation of powers 
and a security of rights, if not provided for, wants a con« 
ttitution. 

XVII. The 
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I 

were employed, not as became intellectual 
superiority, in supppesaifig vicious passions. 
Of exhorting the ignorant to virtue and hap- 
,piness, but in stimulating them to outrage 
aiad violence* 

Their lessons of instructioQs or exhorta- 
tipps to practice, may be comprised in a few 
words: tbey viewed religion as folly, and its 
ministers as bugbears ; all establisbment, tbey 
maintained, was contrary to natural rights; 
order, anencioacbment upon natural freedom, 
and property an infringement upon natural 
equality. Such were the outlines of the re- 
volutiooaiy Gallic system! Such the pre- 
cepts and principles of the national assembly ! 
To follow through the various and manifold 
details, the doctrines and objects of the Na- 

XVII. The right \o property being inviolable, and 
sacred, no one onght to be deprived of it, except in cases 
•f cvident'public necessity, legally ascertained^ and on 
tbe condiUon of a previous and jnst indemnity. 

A combination of literary men about this time formed 
themselves into a club, and meeting in a convent belong- 
ing to the jacobins, assumed the name of the jacobin club^ 
gained a superiority over 'the rest, and became noted 
tkroDghoat Buri^pe, 

tional 
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tional Assembly, would be foreign to ouf 
plan. Suffice it to notice, that equality 
being the professed objects of the revolu- 
tionists, they consolidated the whole nation 
into one compact body. Parliaments were 
pjinihilated, all the canon, ecclesiastical, and 
political code of law was abolished ; even 
theology, and metaphysics, so prevalent for 
ages, yielded to the furious rage of innova- 
tion. In short the whole law and policy of 
the nation was metamorphosed, a consider- 
able part of its property disarrayed, and every- 
thing assumed a novel appearance. 

About this time it was supposed, and ge- 
nerally credited, that the king intended to 
escape to Mentez in Loraine, and there erect 
the royal standard, in hostility to the national 
assembly. Incensed at this alarming appre- 
hension, the infatuated mob, headed by Mail- 
lard, a creature of the Orlean party, pro- 
ceeded to Versailles : meeting two travellers 
habited as gentlemen, they concluded them 
aristocrats, and hanged them without further 
ceremony : on their arrival at Versailles, Mail- 
lard waited on the National Assembly, and 

demanded 
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demanded immediate punishment of the 
aristocrats, and of the life guards ; the mob 
surrounded the palace, denounced vengeance 
against the queen, and filled the court with 
consternation .♦ About five in the morninsr, 
an immense crowd endeavoured to force the 
palace gates, and after murdering all who 
opposed them, effected their purpose : dread- 
ful imprecations announced their entrance 
into the palace ; before six they had gained 
the queen's apartments, but her majesty, un- 
dressed and almost naked, escaped by a pri- 

* The queen, the day before, had^eceived an uncom- 
mem share of company : to some of her attendants, who 
expressed their uneasiness, she replied, '* I know they 
" are come to demand my head, but I learned of my 
** mother not to fear death, and I will wait for it with 
** ^rmness." Her answer to the advice of her friends to 
fly from the impending danger, was truly heroic. " No,'* 
replied the queen, *' I will never desert the king and ityr 
*' children^ I will share whatever fate awaits them." It 
is impossible, how much soever we may condemn certaia 
parts of her character, not to admire the heroism and 
magnanimity of her deportment, in which we seem to re- 
cognize the blood of so many emperors^ from whence she 
was descended. 

vate 
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Tate stair case, which conveyed her to tbe 
king. The materials of the bed from which 
she had risen, after undergoing tbe stsictert 
search, in hopes of discovering tbe object of 
their pursuit, were scattered over the roeoi, 
as*' sooie gratification to thei? disappointed 
▼engeance. 

They tben attempted to force the aa|i-» 
chamber, heroicly defended by a bo^ of 
loyal guardsv momentarily decreasing by tbi^ 
iDuirdering hands of these infuriate savages* 
They had almost succeeded , when ia Fayette 
arrived with the national guards, and pre- 
liented the executior^ of their diabolical in- 
leBtions: in the interim, the mobility in the 
tmtev court demanded the appearance of the 
king and queen ; on presenting themselves 
on the balcony, the general cry was to Parisy 
to Paris ; remonstrance or refusal woisld have 
been instant death. Within the hour, the 
cavalcade was on the move towards^ the ca- 
pital ; while the bleeding heads of the mur- 
dered guards, born on pikes, and held up to 
the view of their m^yesties, presented a me«^ 
Ismcholy prospect .of their own probable des- 
tiny. 
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tiny. The annals of history cannot produce 
a day more ignominious to royalty ; more 
bumiUating, than any historical record * of 
captive princes, led as spectacles to grace the 
pageantry of insulting enemies. How de- 
grading to royalty to be thus dragged from 
their palace ! How mortifying to be led in 
triumph by the very dregs of the metropolis, 
and every moment in peril of their lives from 
the insatiate fury of a licentious and aban« 
doned populace. From this period we may 
date the king a prisoner in Paris. 

The national assembly followed their so- 
vereign to Paris — the republican party, every 
where triumphant, began now to express 
their suspicions of the duke of Orleans,* and, 
through the medium of la Fayette, intimated 

• Louis Philip, duke of Orleans, was the descendant 
and representative of the only brother of Louis XI V| 
and, after the posterity of that monarch, presumptive 
heir to the crown of France. In such an elevated rank, 
with wealth superior to every other European subject^ he 
bad spent the early part of his life in the most profligate 
debauchery : though extremely opulent, the duke wa* 

tKHindless in aY^nce. 

4 that 
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that bi« presence in Fraoce was incompatibfe 
with the pubtfc weal ; be accordingly retired 
to EogLand. About tbi« time the Parisian 
iDoi>ility attempted to assume the admiDistia- 
tion of justice, and banged several arbtocrats, 
aspecidliy bakers, at the lamp post. The na« 
tional assembly alarmed for their own per- 
sonal safety, resolved to suppress such sum- 
mary proceedings; they accordingly passed 
a d eree obliging the municipal magistrates 
to proclaim martial law, when ever the mob 
proceeded to outrage: in consequence several 
of the ring leaders were hanged, and some 
degree of tranquillity established in the me- 
tropolis : 8uch were the principles and lead- 
ing features of the French revolution ! Britons, 
sympathising with the assertors of liberty, 
applauded the overthrow of the old GaUic 
constitution, as incompatible with the free- 
dom they happily eiyoyed, before they bad 
time to ascertain its eflects on its new vota- 
ries. \ The professions of men of genius and 
patriot isn[)> in favour of the revolution, appear 
to have originated from the triumph of li- 
Verty over despolism> without paying atten* 

tioa 
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tion to its peculiar nature and principles. In 
their ardent wish for the general extention of 
liberty, so fertile with blessings to our happy 
isle, they overlooked the diversities of na- 
tional characters, in different countries. 

The British parliament had continued to 
«it so late the preceding year, that it did not 
re*assemble till the 31st of January. The 
royal speech slightly, and ambiguously 
glanced at the affairs of France. His ma- 
jesty remarked "that the continuance of the 
war on the Continent, and the internal situa-* 
tion of the different parts of Europe had been 
productive of events, wbich engaged his most 
serious attention; but while he lamented the 
interruption of tranquillity in other countries, 
he had great satisfaction in stating, that he 
received continued assurances of the good 
disposition of all foreign powers tovprds these 
kingdoms.^ In moving the address, lord 
Valletort contrasted the tranquil and pros- 
perous situation of England, with the anarchy 
and licentiousness of France, he stigmatised 
the revolution as disastrous, and big with 
fatal consequences. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Fox OD the other side^ admired and 
supported the revolution; he estimated its 
value by the happiness, which, he conceived, 
it would produce to millions: he spoke with 
rapture of a powerful people, breaking theif 
chains on the heads of their oppressors^ and 
and extolled the subversion of despotism, as 
foreboding tranquillity to Britain: he ap- 
plauded the conduct of the French military, 
during the commotions, in refusing obedi- 
ence * to their sovereign ; the Gallic soldiers, 
continues this statesman, had set a glorious 
example to all the military corps in Europe; 
they have evinced that men by becoming 
soldiers, did not cease to be citizens : he com*' 
pared the revolution in France to the glorious 
event, commonly called the revolution in 

* Had our soldiers^ in violation of their oaths and alle- 
giance^ acted the unprincipled part of the French guards, 
during the riots of 178O, how fatal would have been the 
consequences! ' But our military, feeling as British citi- 
zens, and, British soldiers, patiently indured the insults 
of the deluded populace, manfully supported the laws of 
their country, and by their vigorous exertions, quelled 
the di&turbances. 

England. 
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Eoglaod. Mr« Burke in answer, reprobated 
, the potitical doctriDes of Mr. Fox ; much at 
he detested the Gallic outrages, he con- 
I demned their principles more, as pregnant 
with fatal enormities. What they valued 
themselves upon, was in his Opinion^ thehr 
^liagrace. They bad gloried, and some Eng- 
bdunen had thought fit to take share in that 
glory, in accomplisjiiing a revolution : all the 
horrors, all the crimes, which led to this 
e^ent, which attend its progress, and may 
eventually result from its establishment, pass 
fcr nothing. . The French, at the ruin of 
their country, have established a bad consti- 
tution, when they were absolutely in posses* 
sion of a good one: instead of redressing 
grievances, and improving the state, they, 
by their fatal principles, have melted down 
into one incongrifous ill connected mass, the 
ballance of all power, the usurpation of all 
property, consequently of all national pros- 
perity, and the general confiscation #f all 
ecclesiastical possessions. They have adopted 
a sort of institute and digest of anarchy, 
called the declaration of ike rights of men^ 

subversiv# 
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subversive of every hold of authority by c 
nion, religious and civil, on the minds of ' 
public. By this mad innovation, they b 
destroyed all social order, and brought 
calamities, no country v«rithout a long s 
expensive war had ever experienced: t 
able senator declared, he felt some concc 
that this Gallic convulson should be co 
pared with the revolution in Britain. 1 
circumstances of that glorious event, cc 
pared with that of France, are diametric^ 
opposite in the whole spirit of the trans 
tion. Our exertions prevented, rather tl 
produced a revolution : we took solid se< 
rities, we settled doubtful questions, 
corrected anomalies in our law : in the fi 
damental parts of our constitution, we ms 
no revolution, no alteration at all, — we < 
not curtail the monarchy; Britain kept 
same ranks, the same subordination, the sa 
franchises, the same order in law, the sa 
revenue, the same lords, the same commo 
the same, corporations, and the same electa 
The church was not impaired, her majet 
her splendor, her orders and gradations c 

tini 
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titiued the same. She was preserved in her 
full eflicieiKiy, add cleared only of that into« 
lerance, which was her weakness and dis* 
grace. Was little done then, because no 
revolution took place in the constitution? 
No ; every thing was done, because we com- 
menced with reparation, not with ruin.«-r 
Britain rose above th6 standard of her former 
self: all the energies of the country were 
awakened, and a new aera of prosperity 
commenced, which continues, not only un* 
impaired, but happily improving under the 
• wasting hand of time .♦ Mr. Pitt pursuing 
a cautious and politic silence, as to the 
merits of the revolution, confined his ap* 
plauses to that part of Mr. Burke's speech, 

* From this day a schism took place in the pcdidcs o£ 
tiie opposition. Mr. Burke in his speech obtenred, that 
he had differed on many occasions with Mr. Fos, but 
that there had been no loss of frieodrihip between them, 
but there was somethiog in the accursed F^-ench Con- 
stitution, that envenomed every thing. Mr. Fox on 
bearing! this, interrupted him saying ^* there was no 
«« loss of friendship ;" but Mr. Burke replied '' there 
*^ was i he knew the price of his conduct, he bad dons 
'* his duty, and their firieQdship was at an end/* 

which 
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which displayed the principles of the British 
copstitution. 
The dissenters, encouraged by the trifling 

r 

majority, which had n^tived Mr. Beaufoy's 
motion the last session, now strenuously ex- 
erted themselves to increase their interest in 
the commons: they convened provincial 
meetings in almost every part of the king- 
dom, they passed resolutions, frequently vio- 
lent ones, and reprobating the injustice 
and oppression under which they^ suffered. 
They had even the audacity, in contemplar 
tion of the approaching general electioq^ 
openly to recommend, at many of the pub- 
lic meetings, a marked preference to those 
candidates, who were favourable, or promised 
to support the repeal. Instead of Mr. Beaii» 
foy, a friend of the ministers, they solicited 
Mr. Fox to introduce for the third time, their 
motion for a repeal of the Test Acts. He 
supported their cause with a wonderful deal 
^ of ability ; men, in the language of this able 
senator, must not be judged by their opi- 
nions, but by their actions. Speculative no- 
tions ought to be no hinderance to a man 

from 
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bom exercising an office, the performance of 
whose duties depends on practical abilities 
and habits. Preservation is the bond of 
union ; remove the barriers, which separate 
the dissenters from the community of citi- 
zens, and in their collective capacity, they 
would be no longer known«>-*men unite to 
resist oppression, but cease to oppress them, 
and the union is dissolved. For any govern- 
ment to extend its jurisdiction over the opi- 
nions of individuals, is both absurd and ty- 
rannical: it is not. to controul opinion, but 
actions, that government was instituted ; and 
then only has the state a right to interfere, 
when by any overact, a man has offended 
against any known law. Then, and then 
only, is punishment justly inflicted, when 
a man by his conduct has proved himself 
criminal, and not when inferred, and per- 
haps not justly from his opinions, that he 
may possibly become so. 

Mr. Pitt, on the other side, contended, 
that neither the merits or demerits of indivi- 
duals, ought to have any influence on the 
discussion of the present question. It wai 

D g foreign 
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foreign from his intention to throw ^ny 
stigma on the dissenters, but he aflSrmed, 
that it was extremely probable, that they 
might exercise the power they demanded, 
for the subversion of the present establish- 
ment. Mr. Fox proposed to judge men, 
not by their opinions, but by their actions: 
this was certainly the ground for procedure 
in judicial cases, but in deliberative ones, 
the policy of prevention was not only wise, 
but necessary; opinions produced actions, 
therefore provident lawyers and statesmen 
must often investigate opinions, in order to 
infer probable conduct. Many leading dis- 
senters, inimical to the principles of the 
church, had evinced intentions immediately 
hostile: against such avowed desiens, it be- 
came every well wisher of the church firmly 
to guard: admissibility into the offices of 
trust, would obviously increase the powers 
of the dissenters. The assertions, therefore, 
of their advocates, that their theological opi- 
nions had no influence on their political 
conduct, were effectually confuted by their 
own declarations : for, at one of Iheir general 

meetings, 
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meetings, they bad subscribed to resolutions, 
recommendiDg voters to support at the ap- 
proaching general election only such candi* 
dates as favoured the repeal; thus, while 
they themselves reprobated a political test, 
established by the constitutional authority of 
the kingdom, they wished to enforce a poli- 
tical test, by their sole authority. To tole« 
ration, the dissenters were undoubtedly en- 
titled ; they had a right to enjoy their liberty, 
and their property, to entertain their own 
Speculative opinions, and to educate their 
children in such religious sentiments, as they 
themselves approved. But the indispensable 
necessity of a permanent church establish- 
ment; for the welfare of the state, required, 
that toleration should not be extended to 
Isquality ; if it were, there would be an end 
to the wise policy of prevention, and a door 
opened to the ruin of the constitution. 

Mr. Burke seconded the minister in a 
speech, more violent and acrimonious. He 
was of opinion, that the dissenters desired, 
and expected the abolition of tythes, of the 
liturgy, and a total subversion of the church. 

D S He 
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He astonished and alarmed the house with. 
extracts, from the writings of several dissent- 
ing divinesi on the subject of ecclesiastical 
establishments; from their testimonie9 he 
infened the inveterate enmity of the di|h 
sentere to the church : he abjured the house 
to suffer the late fatal incidentS| which hayci 
takep place in France, and the total ruip of 
the Gallic church) to awake their zeal for t^ie 
preservation of our excellent and haf^y esta- 
t^lishm^nt* Mr. Burke's arguments ^d^e^ 
greatly to the effect of Mr. Pitt's reasoniqgi 
and, both united, made a deep impression oa 
the house ; on a division, the ayes were 105^ 
the noes S96, so that the majority against 
the repeal, since last sessions, had increasefl 
from 90 to 185 voices. Mr. Flood's motiop 
for a parliamentary reform was also exploded, 
as unseasonable and dangerous. 

The minister now opened his scheme of 
finance for the present year: after noticing 
the prosperous state of the country, he reca- 
pitulated the extraordinary expences of 1789, 
in addition to the regular establishment — 
Notwithstanding these unexpected demands, 

and 
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and thouj^h we had borrowed a million, we 
had paid off six millions of debt : this happy 
increase of revenue, principally originated 
in the suppression of illicit trade, and the 

» ■ ^ ■ . ^ f w * 

increase of commerce and navigation. At 
the same time, Mr. Dundas, President of 
the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India, presented his annual statement, as 
required by the Regulation Act, of the finan- 
cial state of India. . His report was, that the 
revenue of India considerably * exceeded the 
product of the former year. 

This session, parliament granted an an- 
nuity of one thousand pounds for twenty 
years to Doctor Willis, who had been instru- 
mental in the King's recovery: they also 
granted to the family of Penn, an American 
loyalist, (his case widely differed from the 
other loyalists) four thousand per annum to 
them, and their heirs, out of the consolidated 
fund. Mr. Wilberforce moved for the fur- 
ther consideration of the Slave Trade, but the 

* The debts of the company for the last ycnx were, 
7»604,754l.; those for this year, 6,501^861.^ giTin^'a 
^lecrease of 1^03,3681. 

D 4 time 
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time allotted for that subject was chiefly 
tak^n up ia hearing evidence, and no bill 
introduced. 

Mr. Hastings' trial made but little progress 
this session. Mr, Anstruther detailed various 
instances of rapacity and extortion, and deve« 
loped the corrupt system of the Governor. 
Written evidence and oral tradition were ad- 
duced; frequent altercations enlivened tb6 
scene, but procrastinated the trial. 

While the nation was enjoying the blessings 
ofpeace, its tranquillity was disburbed by the 
aWm of war: His Majesty informed the 
two Houses of parliament, that some British 
ships had been detained by a Spanish officer 
at Nootka Sounds on the Western coast of 
America, their cargoes sold, and the men 
made prisoners : to elucidate this business, 
it is necessary to observe, that during the 
last voyage of the celebrated Captain Cook, 
his two ships, the Resolution ^nd Discovery 
had touched at Nootka Sound, where their 
crews purchased from the natives a quantity 
of furs, which they sold to great advantage at 
China : This branch of trade proved so lucra- 
tive, that in the year 1788, a Mr, Mearns, 

the 



ANNALS OF GEORGR III. 45 

the principal adventurer, purchased a lot of 
ground from the native Indians, and buHt a 
house, which he secured and fortified, as a 
repository for his merchandise. This being 
regarded by the Spaniards as an encroach- 
ment on their exclusive right of sovereignty, 
the viceroy of Mexico dispatched two ships 
of war with orders to seize on the fort, and 
all the English vessels found trading on the 
coast. The Spanish captain executed his 
commission, took possession of the new fac- 
tory and all the shipping; he sent the officers 
and men prisoners to a Spanish port, and sold 
the cargoes without the form of condem- 
nation or judicature. Our cabinet remon- 
strated against this outrageous conduct, and 
demanded immediate satisfaction.* To en- 
force bur claim, naval armaments were order- 
ed, and a million voted by parliament for their 

• The viceroy of Mexico restored one of the vessels, 
but this wasnotsatisfectory to the nation; besides^the court 
of Spain proposed to give up the ship as a favor^ not as a 
right 5 and asserted a direct claim of exclusive navigation 
and commerce in the territories^ coasts,* and seas^ in that 
part of the world. 

support. 
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support. Both Houses were unanimom 
on the occasion, and, though sorae were oi 
opinion, that the object was too trivial to go 
war for, yet the majority were inclined for 
vigorous measureSk 

On the tenth of June, the King ternjiqated^ 
the sessions, and on the following day pai- 
fiament was dissolved. 

Spain, conscious of her inability singly to 
cope with Great Britain, had early applied 
to France, to know how far she could rely, 
in case of a rupture, on her fulfilling the con- 
^itions of the family compact ; she was how« 
ever soon convinced, notwithstanding; the 
Tote of the National Assembly * for the aug- 
inentation of their naval force, of the reluc- 
tance of France to engage in a war: yield- 
ing therefore to necessity, the court of Spain 

* The National Assembly voted an armament of four- 
teen ships of the line, but avowedly to protect their ewn 
commerce and colonies^ and to embrace no measures, but 
those that were purely defensive. This resolution highly 
Ratified the people, who were averse to go to war with 
England. 

acceeded 
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acceeded to our demands on the 24th of 
July, and a convention signed on the SSth 
of October, terminated the dispute. The 
settlement of Nootka Sound was restored, a 
full liberty of trade to all the North West 
coasts of America, and of navigation and 
fishery in the Southern Pacific, were con- 
firmed to England! £oth nations were 
equally restricted from attempting to make 
any 3ettlement nearer to Cape Horn, than 
the most southerly plantations already estab- 
lished by Spain. 

Relieved from the apprehension of a Spa- 
nish wair, the ministry and nation, at leisure 
contemplated the situation of France. The 
British cabinet still disclaimed all interfer- 
ence with her afiairs; and while the nobility 
dreaded the prevalence of democracy, the mo- 
bility remained divided in their sentiments* 
But the most violent opposer of the French 
revolution was Mr. Burke, who distinguished 
himselfby a publication entitled Reflections on 
the French Revolution, severely reprobating 
the conduct and principles of the National 
Assembly. He predicted, from the progres- 

4 sive 
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sive enormity of their system, the cpmpletioB 
of anarchy and misery: his profound wis- 
dom, his solid and beneficial philosophy, 
enforced by his matchless eloquence, pro- 
duced a wonderful change in the public 
sentiments : men of talents and of political 
consideration openly avowed themselves bos- 
tile to the revolution : this extraordinaiy pro- 
duction gave rise to numberless replies, but 
the most noted was Thomas Pain's Rights of 
Man ;* a mode of writing admirably calcu- 
lated to gain converts in the lower ranks of 
the community. Pain was lavish in praise 
of democracy; he gave the out-line of the 
French* a censure on our glorious revolution 
iu 1688, and an absolute denial of the exist- 

• 

• paints former pamphlet called Common Sense^ writtea 
at the interesting period of the American war, bad a most 
magic efi^ct on the American cplonista^ and paved 
the way for the declaration of their independence. The 
Bights of Man, appearing at a time, whtn a large pro- 
portion of the community were in a state of irritation, and 
notwithstanding its absurd, and dangerous political prin- 
ciples, being written in a style aftd manner, which comes 
home to man's business and bosoms, made innumerable 
converts by its general and levelling principles. 

ence 
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ence of a constitution in England; this 
publication contained some few shrewd re- 
marks, mingled with numberless absurdities. 

During the political dissentions in Europe, 
India commenced the scene of warfare: the 
restless Tippo Sultan, ever hostile to th« 
possessions of British India, claimed the 
feudal sovereignty of Cranganour and Jacot- 
tah, ports purchased by the Rajah of Tra« 
vancour,' from the Dutch, and also insisted 
on Che renunciation of the agreement: to 
enforce submission, he attacked Travancour, 
but was repulsed with loss : He however 
made a second and more successful one the 
following year, and dispossessed the Rajah 
of his capital, and other territories. 

The English, to counteract Tippo's hostile 
intentions, supported the Rajah. General 
Medowswasin consequence ordered on^aa 
expedition into the county of Coimbatour ; 
he made easy conquests of several forts, 
while that of Dindigul was reduced with dif- 
ficulty. Colonel Floyd was not so success- 
ful ; he was surprised by a powerful detach- 
inent from the grand army, but he firmly 

maintained 
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maintained liis ground, and in a'subbeqtieilt 
action, displayed the superiority df discfpliiMS 
and valor of a handful of men, to the effoits 
of desultory courage in multitudes. Foiled 
in his attempt to prevent the junction 
of General Medows with Colonel Max- 
well, Tippo entered the carnatic, marked hfa 
progress with destructive ravage, and eluded 
the pursuit of General Medows. The exer- 
tions however of Colonel Heartley were more 
successful ; he defeated a formidstble body 
of Maissourians, and reduced Trincalour, 
and other forf3. General Abercrombie also 
gained some advantages at Canarour, and se- 
cured some important ports. 

While the British arms were hostilely engiig- 
ed in the last, a new Parliament met at West- 
minster. The contests were not so violent* as 

in 

• Of all the contested elections, that of Westminster was 
the most noted : it was tacitly understood, that there should 
be no contest, but that the sittmg members should be re- 
turned. This apparent determination was represented at 
a coalition between the sitting members^ and a deception 
on the inhabitants. In consequence Mr. Home Tooke, 
of some literary eminence, and much political notoriety^ 

offered 
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m the proceeding election. The cotintiy 
was rapidly encreasing in prosperity : the mi- 
nister possessed the confidence of the people, 
and no pcditic question agitated the public 
inind« Mr. Addington was unanimously re- 
elected Speaker. On the opening of the 
sessions, his Majesty expressed his satisfac- 
tion, that the difference with Spain had bcea 
amicably adjusted. He noticed, that sinoe * 
the last session, a foundation had been laid 
for a pacification between Austria and the 
Porte; that peace had been concluded 
between Russia and Sweden, but that hosti* 
lities still continued between Russia and the 
Porte. The principles on which I have hither- 
to acted, continues our gracious sovereign^ 
will ever make me desirous of employing the 
weight and influence of this country in contri- 
buting to the restoration of the general traa^ 
quillity. 

After some preliminary debates, Mr. Dun- 
combe moved the address, which was aanction- 

ofTered himself a candidate : he disavowed all f>arty con- 
nection, and, assuming an independent tone, gained a flc* 
spectable number of votes, but was finally unsuccessfuL 
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ed, though not unanimously, by a consider* 
able majority. To defray the expences of the 
late armament (upwards of three millions) 
the minister, with ^meritorious resolution of V 
suffering no permanent increase of debt, pro*- 
posed some temporary taxes, sufficient not 
only to pay the interest, but, with the aid o* 
500,000 of unclaimed dividends, also th 
principal in four years. 

A. D. 179 1 . The temporary imposts we 
on sugar, malt, spirits, and game licences. 
The assessed taxes were augmented, and an 
additional duty on bills of exchange and re- 
ceipts. The application of the unclaimed 
dividends alarmed the chartered companies, 
iand indeed the commercial world in general. 
It was opposed by Mr. Fox, Mr. Thornton, 
governor of the Bank, and Mr. Whi thread, 
as an act of injustice to the state, and to the 
Bank. But Mr. Pitt contended, that the 
Directors had no right to profit by the mon^y 
in question : he declared, that when the divi- 
dends were claimed, the money should be 
returned. 

On Mr. Burke's motion for the recood- 

mencement 
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mencement of Hastings' trial, his friends con* 
tended, that by the late dissolution of parlia* 
meot, the impeachment was at an end ; warm 
debates ensued ; Mr. Erskine, Mr. Hardinge, 
Mr. Macdonald, and Sir John Scott argued 
io favor of the cessation : on the other hand 
Mr. Pitt, Fox, and Burke, were of opinion, 
tfiat the dissolution of parliament did not affect 
the impeachment; if it did, continues the 
minister, the power and privilege of the 
House would be at the mercy of the Crown ; 
precedents, he added, favqiired the claim of 
right, and if there were no precedents, there 
were principles paramount to all particular 
cases. The dictates of common sense, and the 
spiritof theconstitution justified theobservation 
of the minister,* In the Lords, Chancellor 
Thurlow, and the Marquis of Lansdowne con- 
tended for the illegality of continuing the 
trial from one parliament to another ; while 
Lords Loughborough and Grenville argued 
on the propriety of reassuming the impeach* 

* Among the pecuniaiy grants of this year, was an an- 
nuity of twelre thousand a year on his majesty's third 
son. Prince William Henry, create Duke of Clarence. 

E ment 
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ment. * The house, by iimajority of 48, sanc- 
tioned the impeachment to be still penditJg'. 

The slave trade uirdefwent a 'more dble 
discussion m this, than ih any precediftg 
session : after a variety of t>f arguments dis- 
tinguished for their eloquence alid reasoning, 
and the united efforts of Mr. Pitt and Fox^ 
the motion* was negatived by a majority of 
163 to 84. * ^ 

A bill, for the rdief of thef 'Roman Catho- 
Ties from various penal laivs, which h^d long 
harrassed that 9ect, r^ceiv^d this sessicm itie 
sanction of parliament^ as did also the adjust- 
ment of a constitution of Canada, something 
similar to that of ours, and with the appro- 
bation of the natives. The church bf Stot- 

* Had this motion been made two years j^o, while 
the feelings of the house were alive to the sufiferitigs of 
the Negridans, there was every probability that it would 
have been successful. Such is the importance of seizing 
the fortunate and favourable motion of action I To qua- 
lify, however, this refusal, a bill was passed for chartering 
a company for the purpose of cultivating West India pro- 
ducts at Sierra Leone on the coast of Africa, an experi- 
ment which promises to answer our most sanguine ex* 
pectations. 

land. 
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' ^*^ d, perceiving the disposition of parliament 
ourable to grant relief to Non-conformists, 
lE^^^sented a petition fof* the repeal of the test 
: a motion, conformable to theh* petition, 
made by Sir tSlIbert Eliott, but was re- 
i^cted. 

Prior to the close of the session , an enquiry 
>^as made respecting the statement of the 
British Ccjlony of New South Wales : hitherto 
the industry of the convicts and inhabitants 
had beeii found inadequate, without supplies 
from other countries, to force the soil to pro- 
duce a sufficiency to maintain them ; but the 
Acquisition of Norfolk Island promises to be a 
valuable settlement, as the soil is fertile, well 
watered, abounding in oaks, pines, and other 
trees, and flax *grows spontaneously. 

The financial plan of this year was nearly 
the same, as the peace establishment, and no 
fresh imposts. From the reports of the com- 
mittee, appointed to inspect, and report the 
annual amount of our income and expendi- 
ture, it appeared, that the income, on the 
average of the last five years, amounted to 
16,030,286/. and the expenditure, including 

E 9 the 
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the annual million for the liquidation of the 
national debt, did not exceed 15,967»178/. 
Ae balance, therefore, in favor of the country 
was 61, 108/.* 

Mr. Dundas also, produced his annual state- 
ment of Indian finance, which, since Mr. Pitt's 
territorial plan of government, and the com- 
mencement of Mr. Dundas's executive direo 
iion, have been progressively prosperous : it 
appeared from the statement that our Britishx 
India revenue, (upwards of seven millions a 
year) after defraying the expences of the go* 
vernment, left a neat surplus of one million 
and a half, either to be laid out in investments, 
or applied to contingent services. 

The labors of the French Assembly had 
now nearly completed their constitutional 
code ; but their zeal for the propagation of 
their revolutionary system alarmed the potenT 

* About this time, the once popular French minister, 
Nether^ finding his measures thwarted by the more popu* 
lar leaders of the Assembly, and having lostjthe confidenct 
of the court, resigned, and retired without one expression 
of public regret. Such Is the caprice^ and inconstanqr 
of the public ! , 

tates 
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tates of Europe, apprehensive of danger from 
the influence of their doctrines. Leopold, 
Emperor of Germany, disgusted at their pro- 
ceedings, first took the alarm ; he endeavour- 
ed to interest other powers in favor of the 
King and royal family of Krance, and preveiktr 
if possible, the fatal excesses of their revol^)** 
tionary doctrines. He trusted that tb^^' 
King of Prussia, and his Britannic Majestjr, 
as elector of Hanover, would have no objec- 
tion to join the coalition, though as King of 
Englandi he had! determined to remain neuter. 
Leopold, in the mean time, particularly re* 
quested the French King to abandon all 
droughts of escaping from Paris, and patiently 
to wait the result of the intended arraignment. 
But the restraint laid upon his majesty by the 
new rulers of the nation, militated so much 
against his feelings, that unmindful of his 
brother-in-law s prudent advice, he left* the 
capital, accompanied by his queen, his sister, 
and his two children : but, they were soon re- 
cognized, and reconducted prisoners to Paris. 

* It was Louis's intention to place himself and family 
under the protection of an army, firm friends to the cause, 

£ 3 An 
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AU confidence of the King's future declara- 
tions naturally vaaished. 

In consequence of the conference between 
the king of Prussia and Leopold, the two 
potentates declared, that tbey considcfred t^ 
situation of the King of Fcance as the com- 
mon concern of all European sovereigns^ s^id 
that they would employ the oio^t efficacious 
means to enable bin) to consolidate the bas^ 
of a monarcbial government, and combing 
the rights of sovereigns with a proper attention 
to the welfare of his subjects*^ 

The National Assembly dissolved itself ii| 
the autumn, and was succeeded by a new; 
body of constituents, who immediately com- 
menced the exercise of their function. As 
the emigrants were active in their preparations 
for a hostile return to their native country, 
and the clergy too still continued their in- 
trigues, the new assembly passed some penal 
acts against them, but the King refused to 
sanction these rigorous measures,* This pro- 
duced 

* Among the British subjects, who avowed themselves 
the friends of liberty ^ there were some who . wished for 
a change of government, and, I fear, not inimical to a revo 

lution. 



dgoed loud aUttDQui:^, and gave gre^t advan- 
tage to those who vifished fpi the total extinC'' 
tMfXf^ qf ^11 royal prmog^tive. 

* ■ 

luiipn- Many of this qpmptecj^Qn celebrated the vamvtx^ 
wiy of the French revolution, in convivial meetings, at 
tiOndon, liverpool, Birmingham, Norwich, and other pro- 
inacifll towns. At Birmingham thtf meeting was prodac- 
thre of much disturbance : the popul«:e assembling about 
tiic hotel, where the festive parly dined« manifested 
Bjstems of disapprobation. After the company retired, 
they broke the windows of the hotel, and proceeded to 
other acts of violence. The new dissenting meeting- 
bouse was set on £re, and the old one nearly demolished ; 
the house, furniture, litnary, and valuable philosophical 
apparatus of Dr. Priestly, a violent' and r\gi4 dissenter, 
wer<^ destroyed : several other houses sharedjtbe s^me fate, 
and some few incendiaries lost their lives. The civil 
power, unable to suppress the alarming tumults, called 
in the military, and ordered them to scour the county. 
Four of the rioters were found guilty, but only two of 
them suffered death. JDr. Priestly and others sued the 
county, and gained copapensatipn for their losses. 'J' he 
malice of party now became outrageous : some accused 
the civil power of conniving at the proceedings of the 
rioters against individuals, suspected of want of attach- 
ment to government : others, with equal justice, affirmed, 
that the dissenters and their friends merited these insults 
for presummg to express their joy at the triumph oPtho 
French revduuonists. 

E 4 A, D* 
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A. D. 1792. The French revolution, 
though in Mr. Burke^s opinion of the most 
alarming tendency, did not at this time ope« 
rate on his Britannio Majesty, as to induce 
him to increase his naval or his military esta* 
blishment. But on the contrary, he assured 
the two houses of parliament, that an imme- 
diate reduction might safely be made with- 
out detriment to the revenue, and some im« 
posts abolished.^ 

Hastings' trial, without attracting a great 
share of the pubhc attention, was occasicm*^ 
ally continued. Mr. Law made an elaborate 
defence of his client ; he denied that bis con- 
duct had been in the least degree criminal, 
and attributed the preservation of our last 
India settlements solely to his attention and 
perseverance. Mr. Plomer ably seconded 

* The late additional duty on malt, waggons, and 
feaoale servants, was repealed. The number of seamen 
did not exceed idyOOO, and the landsmen were reduced 
to 15^700. The continuation of the lottery, among the 
ways and means, was violently, and very justly, opposed, 
as tending to encourage the already too prevalent spirit 
ofganiing. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Law, and Mr. Dallas harangued the 
court with the most impressive eloquence. 

The business of the slave trade was again 
discussed this session. Mr. Wilberforce 
nobly exerted himself agsinst this inhuman 
traffic, while Mr. Jenkinson, Colonel Tarlton, 
and others contended, that the faith of parlia- 
ment was pledged for the continuance of the 
trade : Mr. Dundas was inimical to an imme- 
diate abolition, as injurious to the West India 
]danters, and to other interested individuals. , 
Mr. Addington recommended the traffic to 
be continued for ten years^ to enable the 
planters to raise a sufficient stock to form ' 
the basis of permament population. Mr. 
Pitt was for an immediate abolition, while 
Mr. l^ox was inimical to any compromise in 
a case of flagrant injustice. After various 
debates and divisions, the term was limited 
to the first day of the year 1796. The reso- 
lutions of the Commons however, did not 
meet with the entireapprobationof the Lords ; 
it was warmly opposed by the Duke of Cla- 
rence, who contended that the traffic was 
justifiable and politic. 

An 
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An unsuccessful 9t;tempt w^a made ta 
feet a reform in the royal burghs; it 
warmly opposed by Mr. Burke, and a, drea^ 
of its consequences, at this critical peri< 
prevailed with the house to explode it .. 

To check the licentiousness of the repul^icsw^ 
writers and their doctrines, his Majesty issioeKt^ 
a proclamatipn, ordering the laws to be epr-^ 
forced against the offenders and their s^ccpni — 
plices : it was conjimunicated to both hpi^ei^ . 
but not received with general approbation ; 
it was, however, a most sea3oaable measi^roi, 
and sanctioned almost universally by tb^ 
House of Lords. Addresses from all parts of 
the kingdom were presented to the throae, 
thanking his Majesty for his wise and proyir 
dent proclamation. 

The war in India was happily tern^inatec} 
this session. Earl Cornwallis topk Bangalour 
by a nocturnal assault, and formed a junction 
with the cavalry of the Nizam. Before he 
had completed the necessary arrangement for 
an expedition to Seringapatam, he determined 
to proceed to that capital : after a fatiguing 
march in rainy weather, he boldly attacked 
the Maissourian army, and drove them to 

the 
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*lie very walls pf the town. A siege for the 
Pi^esent was unadvisable, the Earl,* therefore, 
^^tired towards Bangalour, and on his march 
^'^^w agreeably surprised by the arrival of the 
*Ong expected Indian reinforcements. 

After some weeks of inaction, and the 

^^ason favourable for the siege, the grancl- 

^tmy commenced their operations. Earl 

C!omwaUis and General Medovvs led the two 

divisions toattack the camp, which Tippo had 

fortified with uncommon care, while Colonel 

Maxwell advanced with the left divisioq 

towards the works constructed near Carighaut 

Ps^oda. They continued their progress, 

though exposed to a severe fire of cannot^ 

and musquetry, and rigorously assaulted the 

redoubtsf; after a severe contest, the Earl 

took possession of the camp; about SOO 

* It would have been impnident in the noble Earl then 
to have attempted a siege : the scarcity of provisions, the 
progress of disease, the want of a covering army, the ap- 
proaching monsoons were powerful arguments against it : 
the extraoritnary swell of the river Caveri prevented 
General Abercrombie from joining Lord Comwallis, and 
DO intelligence of the advance of the Mahrattas. 

Europeans 
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£uropeans and Sepoys were killed and woua^ 
ed, but on the part of the enemy, theslaug'*^ 
ter was immense. 

The Sultan, alarmed at the rapid progi 
of his enemies, strenuously exerted 
to ward off the impending storm ; he repeated, 
attempted to repel the troops, that bad 
ed the river, and recover one of the princi] 
redoubts on its north side, but all his efibrl^ 
were in vain ; his disheartened troops gradu ^ 
ally deserted, and after the failure of a moatf^ 
diabolical attempt to assassinate the Governor^ 
general, he humbly sued for peace. Disap-^ 
proving of the terms, he suffered the siege to 
continue to the last extremity: he at last 
agreed to resign one half of his domh^ions, to 
the release of prisoners, and to the payment 
of three crores, and thirty lacks of rupees. Va- 
luable districts ou the coasts of Malabar, and 
in the vicinity of the Carnatic, were selected 
for the India Company : an equal portion of 
territory, and a third part of the treasure was 
alloted to the Nizam, and Mahratta state, 
and two of Tippo's sons were delivered as 
hostages for the exe :ution of the agreement 

The 
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The Emperor Leopold was not very eager 
to commence hostilities in favor of the King 
and the royal family of France ; he seemed 
more inclined to trust to the effect of an 
armed confederacy for the preservation of the 
peace of Europe, Prior, however, to the com- 
mencement of hostilities, the emperor died, 
and the King of Sweden,* more zealous in 
thecause,was assassinated. Francis, Leopold's 
son and successor, hurried on by the aspiring 
ardor of youth, by the persuasions of the 
court of Petersburg, and the principal French 
emigrants, and by a promise of support from 
Prussia, adopted measures more decidedly 
hostile, than those of his father ; and on his 
refusing to disavow his supposed intentions, 
war was declared i^inst him. 

The fi;si hostile operations were not mo- 
mentous ; the French rushed into the Nether- 
lands, and reduced several towns, but the ap- 
proach of a Prussian army induced them to 

^ It is Ae general opinion, the Leopold was poisoned, 
and tke death of the King of Sweden undoubtedly original- 
«d in 9 ^Bictioo of dfsafiected nobles. 

retreat* 
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retreat. The Duke of Brunswick, ^ supiemi 
of the combined armies of Prussia and Ai*^ 
tria, distinguished himself by a violent aiMJ 
absurd manifesto. His outrageous and iifr 

^potent menaces greatly injured the cauie 
they were intended, to support. 

The dread of the re-establishment of deApl> 
tism by fcN-eign aid, urged many Frenchmcfi 
of moderate principles to join the JatobitM 
rather than forward the views of the conteMi 
ingpowers. Addresses from different bodi<si 
evidently procured by the artful machinatibbi 
of those demagogues, who had annihilated 
the interest of the constitutional party, W*i 

i presented to the Legislative Assembly, demand 
ing the deposition of the king ; and to decuri 
the triumph of the anti-monarch ial cause, «r 
attack on the palace was planned by Danton 
Chabot, Collott D'Herbois, and oth6r incen. 
diaries, that a scene of bloodshed might tato 

• The duke intimated to the Parisians , (as if on the poin 
of entering their city in triumph) that if the King was no 
restored to his liberty, all the members of the Assembly 
all the magistrates, and the national guards should hi 
decapitated, and tlic city given up to military execution. 
'4 \As\.c^ 
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jl^ce, Iti which the guilt of aggression might bfe 
itti|tuted to th6 royalists, whose leader would 
ndtbraiiy tecome so obnoxious, that a decree 
fbfhJs dethronement might easily be obtained. 
The king, apprised of the intended scheme, 
took eVery precaution fbi^is defence ; but 
wbte the insurgents, headed by Marseillois 
dnd Bretoils, pressed forward to the assault, 
he was persuaded to take refuge with his 
cjllefefii and family, in the hall of the assembly. 
Tlife insurgents, who were provided with ar- 
tiBefy, first coifethenced the attack ; the Swiss 
gteitds returned their fire, andkiHed many, 
^the chief-tntesacre was among the royalists 
^ "Were slaughtered and almost annihilated. 
During these sanguinary conflicts theassenibly 
voted the suspension of Louis from all autho- 
rity, leaving his final doom to be decided by 
a tiatioiial convention. He was ordered into 
confinenient in the Temple, and from the fiital 
^Salevolence of his enemies, his friends fore- 
boded his destruction. La Fayette, who 
commanded the army on the Netherlands, ex- 
hotttid them to Enforce the restoration of their 
so«'ereignto constitutional authority: bul&cid- 
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iDghis persuasion ineffectual, and apprebeniui 
for his own safety, he quitted the camp, bi 
was arrested by the combined army, and dt 
tained a prisoner for his original concern ii 
the revolution. 

On the intelligence of the king's suspensioo 
the British cabinet immediately recalled ou 
ambassador, Lord Gower, as his credential 
had lost their validity. 

While the combined armies were active ii 
besieging the frontier towns, fresh commo 
tions' arose from the inflammable spirit < 
the French. Some of the sanguinary zealot 
(particularly Marat) persuaded the ferocioi 
mobility to enter the prisons, and to murder tl 
unfortunate captives, who, he said, woul 
take the first opportunity of joining the coa 
bined armies : they followed his advice, an 
indiscriminately butchered all that came i 
their way.* 

* Nambers of the king's friends bad beea taken In 
custody^ and confined in Paris, and otber towns ; amoi 
others were the Duke de Brisac^ the Count de Mon 
morin^ the Princess de Lamhalle, and other persons of di 
tinction, besides manj ecclesiastics, fell victims togli 
the insatiate farj of this horde of assassins. 
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The Duke of Brunswick's expedition fell 
greatly short of the expectations of the con- 
federate powers. It is true he was master 
of the high road to Paris, but the numerous 
obstacles which impeded his progress, con- 
strained him to abandon the country he had 
iuvaded.* The king of Sardinia, having join- 
ed the confederacy, was punished with the 
loss of the duchy of Savoy. Germany now 
i commenced the seat of war, and the victory 
' , gained by Dumouriez over an army strongly 
! entrenched, put the French in possession of 
the major part of the Netherlands. Priortothe 
^*treat of the Duke of Brunswick, the French 
Convention had assembled, and so anxious to 
complete their schemes, that royalty was abo- 
fiahed on the first day of meeting, and a re- 
public instituted in its stead : preparations 
^ete also ordered for a judicial process against 
^^^ dethroned sovereign, 

* The Duke's retrograde motion was principally owing 

^ ^ Mrantof the means of subsistence, to the ravages 

**^iUe bad made in his camp, and to bis discovering, that 

^^^8 a nation, notnaerely a faction, he had to contend 

^^'^ ; in our humble opinion his retreat was not the 

uence of pecuniary offers. 

V Brissot 
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I, andotbeiS) fofmeiij 
ben of the Jacobin Society, thoii^ 
distinct hostile party, were very sdicilDBai 
prewrve the life of a king in whose 
tioD they bad concurred ; but they did 
exert that deciaive spirit so necessary to 
teract tbe sanguinary ferocity of Mart^ 
cool malignity of Robespierre^ and tke 
lent energy of Danion. 

The trial of the French king was 
when tbe British parliament was hastily 
mpned. The conduct ef some of our 
cratic societies, and the application of 
memberstotheFrench Assembly, bad alamt^ 
ed the cabinet :* tbe king, who had ondeieC^ 
the militia to be embodied, informed pariitt<«^ 
ment, that some recent events had takev 
place, which demanded the greatest vigilancer 

* If the combined contioental powers, instead of aUmi* . 
ing the suspicions, or provoking the resentment of Fnmce, 
had candidly negotiated with the raliog parfy, the life of 
tiie French monarch would pr^bly have been saved. 
But the hostile and intemperate proceedings of the oon* 
federate potentates, accelerated the calasdx)phej th^ pro- 
fieuMied a desire to prevent. 

and 
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exertiem, to jn^vent the Joss of the 
1 and political adv^airtages long enjoyed 
the nation. The seditions practices, 
ich had been checked for a time, had of 
5 been naore openly received, and with 
creased activity. The sj^rit of disorder had 
«ewn itself in acts of riot an^ insurrection ; 
le industry, employed to diffuse discontent, 
•^[ipeared to proceed from a design to attempt 
'le destruction of otnr happy constitution, and 
the subversion of all order and government; 
end this design had evidently been pursued 
5ir concert with persons of foreign countries. 
3fe had scrupulously abstained from all inter- 
ference in the mtemal affaii^ of France, but 
lie could not see, without the most serious 
unc^^iness, the strong indications which its 
rulers had given of an intention of fomentrng 
disturbances in other countries, and pursuing 
schemes of conquest and aggrandisement ; 
and their views against her allies the States- 
general he particularly disapproved, because 
not only the law of nations, but the sti- 
pulations of treaties, opposed theirpretensions. 
Amidst these grounds of alarms, he had 

F 2 . thought 
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thought it his duty to take some steps for 
the augmentation of his naval and militaiy 
force.* At the same time, he would n^- 
lect nothing that could contribute to the 
preservation of the blessings of peace, con^t- 
ently with the security of his dominioii8»^ 
and the performance of his engagements. It 
was a great consolation for him to reflecti 
that ample resources for rigorous preparations 
would be found in the excess of the revenue 
above the ordinary expenditure. He trust- 
ed that the means of enforcing obedience to 
the laws, and repressing all seditious attempts, 
would be the objects of immediate delih^re 
tion,asthe defence of that constitution, wbi<^ 
had so long protected the liberties and p<* 
moted the happiness of every class of t: 
subjects, claimed an early and earnest attc 
tion. 

Violent debates ensued on some partf 

* In condemning the proceedings of the French 
Majesty alluded to a decree for granting fraternal a 
ance to such societies, as were desirous of proc 
liberty, to an order for incorporating Savoy w' 
new republic^ and to an intention of opening the S« 
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xoyal speech. Mr. Fox declared, that 

alarm was occasioned by art and impos* 
e, rather than by any real danger, and 
t we had more reason to dread the en* 
ichments of the crown, than the sediti* 

intrigues of the people, and he moved 
an enquiry into the truth of the ministe- 

allegations. Lord Wycombe disapproved 
some parts of the King's speech, as con- 
ling calumnious animadversions on the 
iduct of the people. Mr. Windham on 

other hand contended, that the country 
I in danger from the traitorous machina- 
is of the enemies of our constitution, 
ile Mr. Grey aiid Sheridan were of opi- 
n, that the dangers were merely imagin- 
. Mr. Burke asserted the existence of a 
aerous and active confederacy, zealous to 
»rm our government according to the 
iich model; but he hoped the house would 
inanimous in counteracting such execrable 
^hinations. Mr. Fox's motion was losjt 
21 majority of 240, and of course the ad- 
% passed. In the House of Lords, it 
t with little opposition^ save from 

r 9 the 
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the Duka of Norfolk, the Marquis of laa^ 
downe, and Lord Rawdon. 

in consequence of his Majesty's speeds, 
numerous associations were formed for tb^ 
defence of liberty and property, against tl»* 
innovations of republicans and leveller^ ^ 
and many loyal publications were distf^ 
buted among the people. These spirited f^t^ 
solutions alarmed M. Ckauvelin: he d^*^ 
manded a categorical answer to the questioAr 
whether Great Britain should be consideret^ 
as a neutral power, or as hostile to France T 
Lord Grenville replied, that the only way for 
the French, to secure the amity or the for* 
bearance of Great Britain, would be to re* 
nounce all views of aggression and aggran- 
disement. M. Chauvelin explained the de* 
gree of fraternity, as only promising aid with 
the general consent of the nation; he dis- 
claimed ail ideas of conquest, and that the 
affair of the Schelde should be referred to the 
unbiassed determination of the inhabitants 
of the Netherlands ; but these declarations 
were pronounced vague and unsatisfactory. 

To guard against the machinations of the 

French, 
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Pretidi, and other itittiguing fotdgttiiii id 

this country^ a bill* passed for th6 l^tt&itii 

of aliens^. Ilie French envoy reinottSlrtftSd 

Against the dtbittary provi$ioni of a biU^ 

'^vhich encroached on the lawful flreedcttiloC 

^he French in England. But hcM Gt*enville 

^e|ktied, that it only authorid<ed ^uth ^t^etilBkU^ 

^Hc^tts, as already existed in Ftahke, ^ttd that 

^l remonstrance would have M^&^dl^ a^ 

his credentials from the republic Were not 

allowed* 

A. D. 1793. During the rec^^ of {MiriiAi' 
<tEieDt, the fate of the French king W&d d(^tetJ^ 
Q^iined, and he fell ^a sacrifice to this tngd of a 

and sanguinary fkctidh. Had Ul^ 



* In the ddiate oci thb bill^ Mr. l^arto t^(MM Oil 

Opinions and cdnduct of Mt. Fax, and to render his do- 

^^enoe more impressiye, he drew forth adagger^ as ft 

sample of an order for a manofacture of 3000 at Biniiin^'? 

Inin : he threw the weapon on the floor saying, this is 

i^hai yom mil gdin hy fratefiiixlng with Rranci, Sir 

Gilbert Elliot^ and Sir Peter Butrell, friends of Mi. 

Fex, now declaredi that from the consideration of the 

late disregard of that gentleman's to the true pa^iinciples of 

the constitution, that they could no longer givb himi 

tbdr sut>p0rt. 

F 4* king 
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king been suffered to appeal to the people^ 
he would undoubtedly have been saved. He 
bore his sentence with magnanimity, but bv 
inexorable judges were assailed with genenl 
execration. 

On the intelligence of the King's fatie in 
England, Chauvelin was ordered to quit the 
kingdom: this peremptory mandate wfli^ 
deemed by the French, as decidedly hostilB* 

His Majesty, after acquainting Parliamel*^ 
of the dismissal of Chauvelin, expressed b^^ 
reliance on their support for the best meafJ^ 
of prevention and defence. Lord GrenviU^^ 
in discussing his Majesty's message, reptcr^" 
bated the atrocious act, which engrossed th^ 
attention of all Europe. His Lordship re- 
marked that the promised neutrality of our 
court was conditional, depending on the 
proper treatment of the Royal Family of 
France. ' 

He urged the necessity of our arming for 
the protection of our allies, and to prevent 
the alarming aggrandizements of the French. 
The Marquis of Lansdowne, the Earls of 
Derby and Sfonhope contended that such a 

> ■ 

war 
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war would be unnecessary and conscyquently 
'^ unjustifiable, and that it might easily and 
honourably be' avoided. But the speeches 
of Lord Chancellor Loughborough, the Earls 
of Darnley and Carlisle, Lords Stormont and 
Portchester were decidedly hostile ; and an 
address of support was voted to his Majesty. 
In the House of Commons, Mr- Pitt deplored 
the fate of the French King ; he deprecated 
the enormity of the principles of the republi- 
can rulers; principles pregnant with destruc- 
tion to all religion, morality, and social order^ 
and finally will reduce mankind to a state of 
the most dreadful anarchy. Mr. Fox ad* 
mitted that it was our duty to assist the 
States-General, if they desired it:, he con- 
fessed that the degree of fraternity was an 
insiult to Europe, but no just ground for hos< 
tilities : after several debates, an address pass* 
ed without a division. 

Ttie address had no sooner been presented, 
tban ^is Majesty announced the French de- 
claratiOi of war against Great Britain and 
the UnityJ Provinces. . The French Conven*- 
tion aUed)^d, that bis Britannic Majesty had 

favoured 

.„ -'flc ■; ;. . . J. . *l^ 
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favoured the coalition of the royal printM^j 
had in many instances violated the tieaty rf 
17^6, had refused to acknowledge thenevt 
government of France, had equipped aa tf* 
mament against the Republic, and had it* 
duced the Stadtholder into similar meastms 
of hostility. 

Lord Grenville moved for an addresft 
his Majesty, which was carried without a dt- 
vision^ Mr. Pitt reprobated the groundb 
pretensions of the French for a declaration o(^ 
war ; and, as we were' forced into hostilitiei^ 
he hoped that the zeal of the count ly would 
second the views of the court. Mr. FcMt bad 
no objection to sanction an address fw de* 
feasive measures, but he could not vote for 
one, which imputed unprovoked aggressioa 
to the French. Mr. Burke maintained that 
a more necessary and justifiable war could 
not be conceived ; but Mr. Sheridan warmly 
contended against the supposed necessity, 
and strongly condemned the absuriity of " 
making infidelity a ground for wajf -Aftcf 
i8ome other debates, the address p^^ised, and 

f>nsid^able 

4 
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ijomudemble additions wefe made to our Daral 

^ ' end military force. 

f The slave trade was leassumed this aes* 
sion, and produced fresh debates, but no d^ 
cisive measures were adopted. Several pe- 
titions from Warwick, Derby, Birminghamy 
and other towns^ P^'^ying ^ parliamentary re* 
form, were presented to the commons. Mr. 
(jSrey expatiated on the defects and grievances 
pf the present system, and moved for a com- 
mittee of enquiry. Mr. Pitt contended that 
the people were not desirous for a reform ; 
h^ dejHrecftted the attempt in these perturbed 
times. Mr. Windbam was of opinion, that 
the defects of the constitution, if any, could 
not be corrected without danger of impairing 
its excellencies, and that tbe experiment 
might be fatal in its consequences* Messrs* 
¥(0X and Sheridan approved of the committee 
of enquiry; they contended that a compli«*> 
ance with reasonable and constitutional re« 
quests would tend to silence clamour, and 
foil the machinations of seditious revolutioni^ 
ists. Mr. Erakine enlarged on the prevail- 
ing abuses ; but the Earl of Momington con*- 

sidered 
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gidered them unworthy of notice, when com* 
pared with the benefits of the paxliamentarf 
constitution. The enquiry was negatived 
by a majority of 34 1 . 

The supplies, 16,698,000/. were readilif 
voted by the Commons. Four millicHis and 
a half were borrowed; some new imposts, 
at first intended to be only temporary, wcie 
continued. 

An alarm, occasioned by the failure of som^ 
mercantile houses, chiefly from the abuse o^ 
paper credit, drew the attention of pallia^ 
ment. In consequence, an act, seasonable 
for the revival of commercial credit, passed, 
for the distribution of five millions of exche- 
quer bills, among such traders as might applj 
for relief, on giving security in goods. 

The institution of a board of agriculture re- 
ceived the royal sanction this session, and 
Sir John Sinclair, the original projector, wa! 
appointed president of the institution. Tc 
conciliate the Catholics of Ireland, a bill waj 
introduced, granting the right of voting fo 
the election of members of parliament, akc 
of holding particular offices, from which thej 

hac 
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had been long excluded, and the full tolera- 
tion of religion and property. All assemblies 
. convened in the name of the people, under 
} pretence of petitioning for alterations of the 
laws^ or remonstrating against supposed griev- 
ances, were declared illegal.* 

* A conveQtloo had been signed in the spring between 
our Court and Petersburg for the prosecution of ^hosti* 
lities, till the French should relinquish all their conquests j 
a treaty was also concluded with the Landgrave of Besse- 
Cassell for a sabsidy of 8000 roen^ and soon after ex- 
tended to 129OOO. The kbg of Sardinia had also en- 
gaged for 200^000 pounds annually, to keep up a stand- 
ing army of 50^000 men^ for the defence of his domi- 
nions, and in the general service against the enemy. An 
flitiance also was adjusted with Spain, Naples, and others; 
with Prussia^ Austria, and Portugal. 
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FBOBT TH£ COMMfENeXMENT OF HOSXILlTIttl 
WITH THE FRENCH RSPUBi^IC, XQi IWS 
PEACE OF AMIENS. 

A:^D. 1793. Visions of aerial conquest 
floated in the imaginations of the combined 
Powers, when Great Britain joined the con- 
federacy: they fondly flattered themselves 
with a speedy termination of hostihties, and 
that the new republic would soon yield to 
such a foi;midable host of foes. But they 

wete 
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were not aware of the prevalent zeal of en- 
thusiasm, when opposed to the violators of 
national independence and popular freedom. 

An attack against the Dutch upon Breda, 
which, however, soon capitulated, was the 
first act of hostility. The Prince de Saxe- 
Cobourg, the Austrian general, obtained a 
complete victory over the French at Aix-la- 
Chapelle; the loss in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners were upwards of 5000. The dis- 
comfited French made a precipitate retreat 
to Liege, and their consternation extended 
to the camp of Miranda, then besieging 
Maestricht : he, however, immediately raised 
the siege, and took refuge in^rabant 

Dumouries was appointed to take the com- 
mand of the dispirited troops : he was at first 
successful, but near Landen, he was finally 
defeated with the loss of 3000 men, and ob- 
liged to retreat to the borders of Fnknce. 
Dumouriez had for some time been inimical 
to the Jacobins, on account of his resistance 
to their sanguinary system; they therefore 
sought an opportunity to crush him. In 
consequence commissioners were dispatched 

from 



,1^, 



84 ANNALS OF GEORGE lit. 

from Paris to arrest him ; but, instead of suf- 
fering them to take him into custody, he or- 
dered them to be delivered up to the Aufr 
trians, as hostages for the safety of the 
Royal Family of France ; he also made an 
unsuccessful attempt to effect a counter- 
revolution; but, alarmed for his personal 
safety, he fled to Mons, and tendered his 
services to the allies ; meeting with no encott-' 
ragement, he quitted the army. DampierrB 
was appointed his successor: He repellccJ- 
the assailants near Valenciennes : In a cooi^ 
flict near St Amand, the British troops, un-^ 
derthe command of the Duke of York, gained 
great credit by their spirited exertions: By 
their active conduct, assisted by^the Austrians 
and Prussians, they compelled the French 
to retreat. Dampierre was mortally wound- 
ed, and 4000 of his troops killed and made 
prisoners. British discipline and valor ap- 
peared also to great advantage in an attack 
made on the well fortified camp of Famars ; 
the French were dislodged, though not with- 
out great slaughter on both sides. 

Valen- 
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Vialenoiennes and Condee were now closer 
ly besieged ; the latter, after a blockade of 
three months^ surrendered; but Valea- 
ciennes made a more obstinate resistance^ 
and some of the out--works were taken by 
assault ; but when threatened with a gene- 
ral assault, the garrison capitulated on con*^ 
dition of not serving against the allies during 
the remainder of the wan 

An attack on Dunkirk was resolved upon ; 
to cover the Duke of York's march, the he- 
reditary Prince of Orange forced Lincelles, 
but was soon dispossessed of it by a superior 
force* The necessity of waiting foe heavy 
artillery, and the delay of naval preparations, 
gave the French time to prepare for the de- 
fence'of the town. They made a success- 
ful attack on the Hanoverian General Frey- 
tag, and compelled him to retreat with con- 
siderable loss. Prince Adolphus, his Ma* 
jesty's youngest son^ and Freytag, were made 
prisoners in their retreat, but seasonably res- 
cued by a detachment. Despairing of suc- 
cess, the Duke abandoned the siege of Dun* 

G kirk, 
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kirk,* with tbe loss of his artillery and km* 
munition. 

In Germiny, the allied armies for a tkilc 
had the advantage over the French. They 
Vere repeatedly victorious ; they recovered 
the city of Mentz, and attacked the hnes of 
Weissembourg. The Spaniards having ia- 
vaded France, reduced Bellegarde and Co- 
lioure. The spirit of revolt manifested it- 
self at Marseilles, Toulon, and Lyons. A* 
Toulon, the mal-con tents, decidedly ho^ 
tile to the Convention, agreed to surretid^ 
that port to Lord Hood, commander of rii^ 
British fleet in the Mediterranean, on fe 
promise of assistance for the recovery of th€ 
constitution of 1789, and also with a proviso 
of restitution of Louis XVIL or his even- 
tual successor. 

Brissot was the chief instrument in the 
insurrection at Lyons. Though his partj 
had been compelled to submit to the inhu- 

• Houbard, the Governor of Dunkirk, was put t 
death by order of the French Convention for suffcrinj 
the besieging armj to e»capc. 

man 
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ttian proceedings of the Jiaicobiids Against the 

King, yet they still retiiined no inconsider^ 

[tible share of influence* To annihilate their 

power was one of the leading objects of Ro* 

bespierre; he at length effected his sanguis* 

Dary purpose, and the Convention decreed 

Ae arrest of Brissott * and his associates* 

The dread of the guillotine^ that new and 

awfiil engine of decapitation, spread its ter- 

't)rs over the whole country. Summary ju» 

f'sdiction was executed by the inhuman and 

^*principled creatures of the Convention, 

^d the least repugnance to their mandates 

^^ punished with unexampled rigour. 

^^ny opulent Citizens were reduced to pc^- 

^^r^y, or inhumanly murdered, for the sake 

^^ adding their property to the public stock. 

The petty Jluropean States were eithei^ 

^Wed or bribed from joining the confederacy^ 

^^d the influence of the French Republic 

^^creased to an amazing extent. 

« 

*• Brissott, Pethion, and his associates, were not im- 
•^ccKately brought to trial, but were detaiaed several 
*^onths in prison, 

© a Marie 
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Marie Antoinette,* the deposed Queeir/| 
after a tedious and solitary confinenaeBl^ 
was brought to her trial. She w^ arraigned 
as an enemy to the liberties of the peopki 
condemned by a servile jury, and suffered 
by the guillotine. The Duke of OrieaoSf' 
who had been notoriously active for th^f 
death of his sovereign, and vainly hoped tO 
succeed to his power, was tried and guillo^ 
tined, as was also Brissott, and many of hi^ 
adherents. 

At Lyons, the Republicans completely^ 
prevailed. General Doppet, after a vigorouf^ 
resistance, entered the city, wantonly laid 
waste the town, and without even the for- 
mality of a trial, indiscriminately butchered. 
thousands of the inhabitants. Toulon made 
a spirited resistance ; in one of the sorties 
by the garrison, General O'Harawas wound- 
ed and made prisoner. The increasing force 

* The Queen of France, in the days cf her prosperi- 
ty, was not particularly noted for her prudence, modestjr, 
or irreproachable manners, but her character, though 
by no means correct, attacked by the malignancj of 
party, was asoerssd beyond her demerits. 

of 
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^. <)f the enemy alarmed the allies, and deter- 
*tnined them to abandon a place they saw no 
' prospect of retaining ; but, prior to their re- 
treat, Sir Sidney Smith gallantly volunteered 
his services in burning their store-houses and 
their shipping, amidst an incessant fire from 
the approaching foe. A dreadful conflagra- 
tion ensued. Nine ships of the line, some 
in a state of repair, and others on the stocks, 
besides an immense quantity of naval stores, 
were destroyed. Three ships of the line, 
four frigates, and several sloops were added 
to the British navy. As many of the insur- 
gents as could be stowed in the returning 
ships were brought off, while those who 
were left, behind were appalled, and not 
"without good reason, at their impending 
fate. Numberless unfortunate victims were 
immolated to the tutelar genius of the Re- 
public, and streams of blood of reputed 
traitors, many of them innocent and respect- 
able characters, flowed in copious torrents. 

The energy and vigour of the republican 
party, and their late decree for rendering the 
Republic an armed nation, produced a won- 

G 3 derful 
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derful effect in their' favour, Tbe Du^e et 
York bad abandoned Dunkirk, apd th^ ^kp 
were Bot mote successful in the NethedfUMli:} b 
for though the Duke and General Wumpfljer 
had gaJDied some advantages, yet tbe iirch 
sistible'mass of the Republicafi army ap com- 
pletely prevailed, after four succeauvie c^3jjs 
severe conflict, that the lines cif ,W^wm* 
bourgh were recovered, apd Laoiku retravftd 
from blockade by the retresit of thcAivh 
trians and Prussians. The cities of Worms 
and Spires surrendered, and immeasie atorq^ 
fell into the hands of the victors. 

The hostile fleets were almost entirely in- 
active this year. An expedition against Tor- 
bago easily subjugated that island; but a 
similar one against Martinique completely 
failed. In India, Pondicherri, and several 
of tbe French factories and ships were taken 
as soon as the intelligence of hostilities ar- 
rived. 

Our naval commanders in the Mediterra- 
nean, in concert with our diplomatic minis- 
ters, attenjpted to intimidate the Duke of 
Tuscany, and the republic of Genoa, from 

joining 
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joiaiog th$ coalitiou, but a dread of war aod > 
■ Freacb influence prevailed over BjitUh: 
i meaai^esu^ 

A D. 1794* Hia^ Majesty, on openiog this 
new session of parliament, observed, ^^ that be 
aiotd his subjects were engaged in a niost ar^^ 
duous conflict, oatfae issue of which depends 
tA the maintenance of the national consti^r 
taitjoo, lawB, religion, liberty, and the security 
of all kind of civil society: having noticed 
the advantages gained by the confederate 
powers, his Mt^esty added, that the circum- 
stances, which had hitherto impeded theit 
progress, not only proved the necessity of 
yigor and perseverance, but con£raxe4 
the expectation of ultimate success. The 
JFrench had derived the means of temporary 

* During these hostiliue^g a dcclaratiQn on the part of 
Great Britain was puhUsiicd : it vindicated our interfe- 
rence as essential to th6 security and repose of other 
powers, and the necessity of our arming for the establish^ 
ment of order in France : the declaration recommended 
an hereditary monarchy, though not to the exclusion of 
any other form of government, consistent with the safety 
and peace of Eiirppe. 

G 4 exertion 
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exertion from a system which had eDabM 
them arbitrarily to dispose of the lives mi 
property of a numerous people ; but thesei 
effects, productive as they had been of iiilar- 
nal discontent and confusion, tended rapidljf' 
to exhaust the national and real strength of 
the kingdom. He lamented the necessity of 
the continuance of the war, but he thouglit 
that he should ill consult the essential interert 
of his people, if. he desired peace on an3 
other grounds exclusive of a due provision 
for their permanent safety, and for the in • 
dependence and security of Europe. He 
begi^ed leave further to observe, that an at- 
tack bad been made on him and his allies^ 
founded on principles tending to the destruc- 
tion of all property, to the subversion of th< 
laws and religion of every civilized nation 
and to the general introduction of a horribl 
system of rapine, anarchy and impiety.'^ 

Lord Auckland warmly supported th 
address : he reprobated the French govern 
ment, and execrated the spirit of rapine 
impiety, despotism, and inhumanity, so re 
puguantto the laws of both God and man 
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He dcknowledged that the republican leaders 
had manifested uncommon abilities, and had 
called into action a most formidable force ; 
but he trusted that the confederate powers 
would be able to stem the torrent, and res- 
cue Europe from the horrors of anarchy 
and ruin. The Earl of Guilford recommend- 
ed a speedy* negotiation^ as we had wantonly 
rushed into the war ; and for that purpose 
proposed an amendment. The Duke of Port- 
land justified the war, as necessary for the 
preservation of the Christian religion, of our 
civil and political liberty, and for the main- 
tenance of law and order. I/)rd Grenvilie 
enveighed against the declaration, the opi- 
nions,- and the conduct of the different par- 
ties in France ; he endeavoured to shew, 
from the convulsed state of the kingdom, the 
little prospect of success from ti negotiation 
with such an enemy. Earls Spencer and 
Coventry supported the cause of hostili- 
ties. The Duke of Norfolk asserted, that 
he had as strong a zeal for the support of our 
constitution, as any peer of the realm ; but 
that his zeal did not urge him to become an 

advocate 
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advocate fior the war, as lie did aot conc^vii 
t)ha.t; our happy coostitution was eodaogeroil 
by the Freock outrages. The Earl of I>eiibt|[* 
wished that the objects of the w.ar might im 
defined, b^it the Earl of Mansfield conteodod 
that it was sufficiently marked out in Aft 
speech from the throne. It was not as WM 
the opinion of many, a war of kings ; ife 
was of a much.more important nature, beiagii 
directed to the preservation of general ord^^ 
religion and morality. As the French bad 
not abandoned those alarming principles^ 
which had roused us to arma, and, as theic 
government was that of a faction, instead of 
the permanent power of legitimate rulers, it 
would be impolitic and unsafe to negotiate 
with such an enemy* On a divison therei 
appeared 97 contents, and, only 12 non con^ 
tents. 

In the Commons, Lord Wycombe pro-« 
posed an amendment in fayor of pacific over- 
tures. The Earl of Morning ton opposed ^ 
negotiation as not likely to be effectual ia 
the present circumstances, and advised a per* 
severance of the most rigorous exertions, 
3 Mr. 



Mr. Shei[idaB confessed himself igiipiaDt of 
tbe real grpun^ of the war ; but he w^ weV 
acquaint^ with tbe mea.n$ by which we had 
been j^ ipto i,t He fr^^kly acknowledged^ 
Ijjat the new republic had been guilty of t^ 
most putrageoMs enormities, but their ex-^ 
cessesr origin^t^d with thofiie oi^ious zealots 
who fa^d treated the repubUcans as^ monstexs* 
and had driven them to desperation, and 
pbrenzy, He was of opinion, that the French 
bad no inclination to go to war with Great 
Britain, but it appeared on our part a war of 
choice rather than of necessity, Mr, Fox 
deprecated the management of the war, 
and augured disgrace irom the continuance 
of the present administation : it had been 
alledged, " With whom shall v»'e treat, and 
that no treaty could be secure under such a 
Jacobin government.^^ "But he was of opi- 
nion, that a peace might be as secure, as if 
the naonarchy of France had subsisted. I£, 
however, a negotiation should fail, we should 
at least have the satisfaction of convincing 
the world, that the continjuance of tbe war 
on our part was strictly defensive, and thus 

render 
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render it more popular. Mr. Pitt contended, 
that negotiation would be humiliating, and 
unseasonable. The grounds of contest, he said, ' 
still existed ; the French continued to act 
upon principles subversive of all regular go- 
vernment, anddestructiveof social order. They 
hadbeenguilty of territorial usurpation, had 
formed hostile intentions against Holland, and 
disclosed views of the most unbounded am- 
bition and rapacity. They had disgraced 
themselves by the most outrageous cruelties 
and the most execrable enormites ; and their 
conduct was so dreadfully dangerous to the 
independence and security of other nations, 
that unless they should adopt a new course of 
action, peace would be less deniable, than 
even the most disastrous war. If the war had 
been ill conducted, a change of ministers 
might be expedient ; but nothing which had 
recently occurred, could justify a change of 
our system. Mr. Fox's amendment, in favor 
of peace, was lost by a majority of 218, 
and the original address voted. 

The detention of some Hessian troops in 
the Isle of Wight, without the previous con- 
sent 
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sent of parliament, furnished a subject for 
debate. In the Commons Mr. Grey moved, 
that the house should declare it contrary to 
law; and the Earl of Albemarle in the 
Lords, contended for the propriety of passing 
an act of indemnity on account of this inno- 
vation, but both houses virere unanimous^ 
that the minister deserved no blame. 

A demand for 85,000 seamen passed unani- 
mously, but, the augmentation of the army 
to 60,000 men, met with some trifling oppo- 
sition, though the meyority sanctioned tho 
measure. 

The whole supply of the year was, 
20,228,000/<. As a loan was negotiated for 
eleven millions, some additional duties were 
imposed on glass, bricks, paper, spirituous 
liquors, and a new tax on attorneys. A bill also 
passed for the augmentation of the militia, 
and, as an invasion was menaced by the 
French republic, thecabinet encouraged volun- 
teer associations, both of cavalry arid infantry. 
Subscriptions were solicited to defray the ex- 
pencesof these associations, and considera- 
ble 8Uii)S W(9re raised, before the measure 

was 
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wa^ sanctioned by parli&nxent This irregtt^l 
lar act did not escape the censure of botll 1 
houses. I 

In the rage fdr hostilities, it was proposed I 
to inlist the French emigrants into the royal 
service. This measure, as pregnant with 
danger to the troops, and the cruelty of send- 
ing men to imtnediaie destruction, was op* 
posed by the Duke o: Bedford and Mr- 
Sheridan, but was warmly recommended by 
Mr. Burke, Mr, Dundas, and other speakers^^ 
as a just and politic measui'e. 

An address was proposed by the Ear! o0 
Guildford, disapproving of the alliance which 
had been concluded with the foreign powers, 
as prejudicial to the British interest, and 
also a similar one in the Commons by Mr. 
Grey ; but these motions were as unsuccess* 
ful ^s those of the Earl of Stanhope for the 
acknowledgment of the French Republic, 
and of the Marquis of Lansdowne's for a pa- 
cific negociation. 

A message from his Majesty, respecting 
the seditious practices of democratic socie- 
ties, and the immediate necessity of vigo- 
rous 
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tfous meai^ures for counteracting their danger* 
ous designs, was now presented to the Com* 
mens. The papers belonging to these socie- 
ties were examined by a committee, and a 
Teport presented by Mr- titt. It came out, 
on enquiry, tliat the Society for Constitutional 
Tffformation^ and The London Corresponding 
Society^ under the specious mask of reform, 
aimed at the subversion of the government ; 
that other associations, in different parts of 
the kingdom, pursued the same object ; that 
't was their wish to promote a general con- 
tention of the people : that they were pre- 
t>£ired with arms, more effectually to accom- 
I^lish their nefarious designs ; that a meet- 
^rig dC^ popular delegates took place at Edin- 
V^urgh in 1792 and 1793, that their proceed- 
ings were regulated on the French model ; 
^nd that, after the dissolution of this meeting, 
the two leading societies were very active to 
promote a similar one in England, which 

• Two of these seditions leaders of reform, Muir and 
Palmer, were tried at Edinburgh in 1793, and sentenced 
to transportatioo. 

should 
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should supersede the authority of the Britkk 

Parliament. ^ 

The minister, to counteract thfes6 seditious 

schemes, proposed the suspension of the Hd- 

beas Corpus Act, in cases of treason and 

• 

sedition. Mr. Fox contended, that this 
stretch of power was not justified by the evi- 
dence that had been adduced • and Mr. 
Sheridan deprecated it, as unconstitutional 
and dangerous. Mr. Windham recom*- 
mended the strongest measures of coercion, 
and Mr. Burke was convinced that the power 
would not be abused, but would be attended 
with salutary effects. After many spirited 
debates, the bill passed, and an address was 
voted, promising the co-operation of both 
Houses for the suppression of all seditious 
attempts and treasonable conspiracies. 

Prior to the prorogation of Parliament, the 
Duke of Bedford proposed, as preliminaries 
to a peace, an explicit declaration of the 
object of the war, and a disavowal of all 
interference with the internal affairs of the 
Prench Republic. Mr. Fox n[iade a similar 

motion 
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imotiop -in the Commons, 1:)ut both ^Quseg 
;^xplod<d all ./conciliatory propositions.? 

It was the general opinion^ that Mn 
JIastings's trial yv'ould have closed the last 
session ; but the speeches, both from the 
managers and from the advocates, and the 
further ex2|mination of witnesses, procrasti- 
,nated it another session. The Marquis qfCorn- 
wallis gave his iestioiqny, apd it was in 
idvor q{ the prisoner. Replies followed. 
Mr. Burke descanted with the most impres- 
sive eloquence on the leading features of 
4he impeachment, and argued the claims c^ 
.eternal justice. Thus closed the process p/ . 
^accusation. 

The association of combined powers are 

Tarely successful ; a want of concert prevails, 

a secession follows, to the great joy of an 

enemy, who might otherwise have been vaur 

.quished by the efforts of concorcjant allies. 

* On the day of the prorogation of Parliament, Earl 
Fitzwilliam was appointed Prcsidpnt of the Council ; the 
Duke of Portland became one of the Sen'^taries of State j 
Earl Spencer was declared Keeper of the Priyy Seal, anj^ 
'JM[r. Windham, Secretary at .War. 

U 
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The want of unanimity in Austria and 
Prussia, and the jealousy which each bad 
conceived of the other, determined the Duke 
of Brunswick to resign the command of the 
army, whose efforts, he was convinced, woukf 
be rendered ineffectual by the fatal rivalry of 
the confederate powers. 

The Emperor of Germany commanded *io 
person the combined armies, and led theiP 
to action in eight columns ; after many re; 
peated incidents of military pT-owess, aii<I 
with various success on both sides, the R^ 
publican arms prevailed, and reduced ma- 
part of the Netheriands. Near Tuscany 
brisk action took place to the disadvantage C 
the French, and ttiough they obtained a vie 
tory over General Clairfait, near Courtray 
they were defeated by General Kaunitz nea 
Mens. In another conflict near Tournay 
they prevailed by superiority of numbers 
^nd the allies were routed with considerable 
loss, and the Duke of York escaped wit! 

* The Duke of York refused to serve under th 
Austrian General Clalrfalty or any other subject of th 
Bmperor of Germany. 

diffi- 
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di^ScuUy. Jn .^pother engagement, the fete 
Qf the day was loiig doubtful, but finally 
decided in favor of the alliesj with the I03S4 
On the side of the French^ of upwards of 
10,000 killed, wounded, ^nd prisoners. But 
the iflQst memomble action in the Nether- 
lands took place at Fleur: as frince D.eSaxe* 
Cpbourgh, aw^e of the importancje of the 
t^sieged town of Charleroi, determined him 
to hazard a battje for its relief^ as 'he waji 
then unacquainted that the town had ca* 
pitulated* The Prince, in consequence, at- 
tecked the army of Jourdan, near Gosselies, 
Wd with no inconsiderable share of success ; 
.^hrice were the French driven back to their 
^Otrenchments with great loss ; thrice did 
^'^eir General return to the conflict, and, re-* 
-^*>forced with fresh troops, it last prevailed, 
^'fter a severe contest of fifteen hours. The 
-*08s of the allies,* in killed or wounded, 
^cre not less than 10,000, a.nd the rest made 
M precipitate retreat. 

• The Duke of York and his army had no share ia 
^hc8c disastrous conflicts, which for four successive dayt> 
Aklaned the ranks of Clairfait and Moreaa, near Ypres. 

H 9 Th^ 
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The disasters of the Austrians, and th« 
"reduction of Ypres, compelled the Duke of 
York to abandon Toumay : the British gar* | 
rison evacuated Ostend ; as also did the 
Austrians Mons, under Prince De Saxe-Co- 
bourgf, who, a second time, defeated by 
Jourdan, abandoned Brussels to the victo 
rious foe. The cities of Louvain, Nieuporti 
Namur, and Antwerp, followed this signal 
success, and the United Provinces wer^ 
menaced with the terrors of republican hot^^ 

tility. 

Let us nov^ animadvert to the sanguinar^> 
•contests and outrageous excesses of th^^ 
leader of the Republican Convention, Maxu^^ 
mUian Robespierre. Anxious for the main^^ 
tenance of his power, he watched the move- ^ 
ments of all parties, harassed all who mur- 
mured, and sacrificed all who opposed him. 
Suspicious that Ilebert, and other principals 
of the Cordelier club, were aiming at politi- 
cal rivalship, he accused them of being trai^ 
tors to the Republic, and coolly sacrificed 
them, without remorse, to his fears and to 
bis ambition. , Dan ton was another victim ; 

he 
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lie, however, merifed the rigor of his fate. 
Executions were now wantonly multiplied : 
even the sister of Louis XVI. a virtuous and 
respectable character, did not escape the dia- 
bolical inhumanity of this tyrannical mon- 
ster.* 

Such a series of enormities roused a gene- 
ral clamour, and, by rendering their exist- 
ence precarious, alarmed all ranks of the Re- 

' 

public. Tallien, Barras, Freron, and other 

spirited members of the Convention, resolved 
to crush the tyrant, or perish in the attempt. 
Their united efforts prevailed, and procured 
a decree of arrest. The com mandant of the 
Parisian guard, Henriot, attempted to resist 
the party who opposed his patron Robes 
pierre, but a vote of outlawry over-awed even 
the armed force ; and the spirited exertions of 
the friends of the Convention, secured the 
public tranquillity. In a paroxism of de- 

• The passive subserviency of an oppressed commii- 
nity, and the servile submission of the Legislative Body^ 
to the tyranny of this cruel despot, attonisbed and dia-, 
gusted all Europe. 

H 3 
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spdr, h^, ti^hohad desttoyeid so thatiy df ^liil 
feltoilr subjiscts, fiow^ attempted to dentti!^ 
Himself; but He was prevented, andb(^h^« 
ed with his chief a8SC)ciate8, amidst the iii« 
ymphant ^^liltationis of the spectators. 

Thus fatal was the exist of this tyranni(9i( 
monster, Maximilian RobeSpiere,* He Was 
formerly att obscure proviqcial adl^dcat6, biit, 
profiting by the convulsed times, he acqni'r^ 
an ascendancy, superior to that of ordid&t^ 
royalty. He possessed no brilliant abilities 
or impressive eloquence, but, upon thi^ 
vt^hole, his talents were not despicable : h^ 
was artful, specious, and insinuating; he Wz^ 
ungrateful, resentful, treacherous and impla- 
cable. His ruling passion was ambition ; he 
obtained his exorbitant influence by his great 
attention to the mobility, whose attachment 
he secured by an aflfecled regard for their in- 

* The exorbitant craclty of Robespierre had cxtoTtc4 
s dteree from the Convention for the murder of everjr 
British and Hjingarian soldiet viho fell into their handi; 
liat the troop! were n« so baic, as to accede to thin iz<- 
humau order. 

terests, 
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terests, by an hypocritical profession of patri- 
etism, and by an appearance of disinterested 
inti^grity. 

After subjugatihg all the Austrian lower 
countries, save Luxemburgh, the Republi- 
cans made an easy conquest of Le Questioy, 
tad the other towns which had been captured 
by the allies. The Prussians were almost 
wholly inactive in this campaign : the city 
of Treves surrendered to the Republicans, as 
did also the greater part of the country be- 
tween the Miaes and the Rhine, 

Against the Spaniards the Republicans 
^ere eminently successful : they routed a 
Spanish detachment, though of superior 
force, near St. Jean de Lux, and possessed 
themselves of Fontarabia and St. Sebastian. 
They were equally as successful at Alberdes, 
at Colioure, and at Mouga, where their Ge- 
neral Dugomtnier was killed. After storming 
the well-fortified works near Figueres, they 
subjugated every town that lay in that 
rout, and filled the country with conster- 
nation. 

In Italy they reduced Col De Tende, 

H * Dneglia, 
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On6gUa, and some districts in the souttKeri)^ 
part of Piedmont. ., 

The reduction of Corsica' employed theErtg- 
lish in the Mediterranean. Lord Hood, after' 
the surrender of tfieSanFioreiizo, attacked the* 
town and fbrt«of Basrtia/ Unable to withstand 
the unanimous and zealous exertions of our 
deameii and sailors, the town and fort wer£^ 
reduced with little loss. Through the in- 
fluence of General Paoli, the Corsicari assem— 

t 

bly voted that the sovereignty of the .islan(^ 
should be transferred to the King of Grea^ 

4 

Britain. 

1 his conquest was succeeded by a splendid 
fiaval victory in tbe Atlantic. Admiral 
Lord Howe was cruizing off the (ioast of 
Bretaigne, when he was informed that the 
republican Admiral Vili^ret-Joyeusehadsail^ 
ed from Brest. Coming up with the enemy 
to the westwr^rd of Ushant, Admiral Pasley 
gallantly attacked their rear, and on the follow- 
ing day, a smart engagement ensued. Hav« 
ing obtained, by superior nautical skill, the 
tveather* gage, the gallant veteran brought' 
the French to a close and general action^ 

His 
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His Lbrdship^ in the Queeh Charlotte^ broke 
the line, and displayed a happy union. of 
skill and intrepidity. Captain Harvey * iir 
the Brunswick, engaged several ships v^rith 
$Tedt gaflanfry ; aifter a severe conflict with 
the Le Vengeur, she struck, but too late to 
Save her from sinking. Captain Berkley of 
the Marlborough, had to contend with two 
ships at the same time, he disabled one, and 
tlie other sheared off. The line was broken 
in three places ; at (ast British valor was 
crowned with a brilliant and important vic- 
tory. Though the humanity of the Eng- 
lish saved many of the French on this occa- 
sion, yet upwards of 500 were drowned. At 
the close of this memorable action. Lord 
Howe found that six ships of the line had 
been taken, and, that their loss amounted to 
690 killed, and 580 wounded ; a number 
far exceeding the official list of sufferers 
(904) in the whole British fleet. 
Sif Charles Grey was appointed to the 

Capts, tiarvey and Hutt, two gallant and deserving 
o^cers^ Mrere mortally wounded ^ Lc Vengeur and Le 
*«>b]n, were both sunk : and out of the whole crew of 
"'^ iBttcr, scarcely one man wag saved. 

com- 
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command of an expedition a:gain8t Mard- 
Biquein the West Indies, and Sir John Jem 
(the present Lord St. Vincent) to the directioD 
of the naval operations. After many gallant 
exploits, the island was reduced : the conqucsi 
of St. Lucia* succeeded that of Martinique. 
The English at St. Doihingo had so iai 
profited by the convulsed state of that island 
as to acquire some territorial possessiosui 
The intestine commotions of the colony, ia 
duced many planters to solicit the assistance 
of Great Britain: General Williamson wa 
commissioned to send an armament from Ja 
maica, to take possession of those settle 
ments, which the people might be dispose 
to surrender. After a series of desperal 
conflicts, they subjugated many forts, town 
and some small islands, with the sacrifice * 
an immense number of brave soldiers, wb 
lost their lives more from the unwholesome 

• The Engliih did not long retain ^. Lucia. Tl 
yellow fever was &o prevalent, that it thinned the ratfi 
of our troops, and the French^ profiting by the prevaledj 
of the disease, attacked our out-^posts^ and finally co: 
f trained the English to capitulate. 

ncs 
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ri^s* of the dlrbite, thati by hostile contests: 
the English [}ruclently gave up all thoughtl 
of further conquest, and abandoned the ex- 
pedition. 

The French Republic wet6 so hostilely en- 
gaged in various parts of the world, that they 
had neither time or opportunity to attend to 
the purposed dismeittbermetot of Poland.* 
The rapacious petfidy of the Russian Em- 
press and her accoitiplices roused the indig- 
nation of the oppressed Polanders. They 
took the field under the command of the 
gallant Kosciuszko. He repeatedly defeated 
the Russians, and drove them from his capi- 
tal with considerable loss. He also attsMrked 
the Prussians, and it was with difficulty they^ 
repelled his trifling army. In a conflict, 
Jiowever, with the Russians, f this intrepid 

hero 

• Thfe ]P*rench Republic Wfer6 well disposed to the 
Pbled, and wished to have rescued them froni the gras^ 
of the Russians and Prussians, but the state of the con* 
viilsed 'countrjjr made all interference oiit of the question* 

f Sotitorotf, the ferocidas Ruissian Gi6tiera], after storm- 
iqt'the ioKdbl iAl &1iy tf PlI^/cMKK^ or at least 
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hero was overpewered, and made pmotief. 
Warsaw, the Polish capital was reduced, the 
whole country subjugated, and the two des- 
pots, Russia and Prussia, shared the spoils, 
and in the dismemberment of an unoffending* 
nation ; and Poland ceased to exist as a se-' 
parate state. Stanislaus, the Prince, sup-- 
ported by a pension from the Empress of 
Russia, pas^d the remainder of his^ life ia 
retirement and obscurity^ 

The Cabinet of London was more anxi-* 
Qus for the preservation of Holland, than so^ 
licitous to prevent the dismemberment of Po^ 
land ; but their endeavours to save the United 
States, were as ineffectual, as those vver^ 
to secure the Netherlands to the Emperor c^^ 
Germany. After many well-contested skir^ 
mishes,. and with various success on botF^- 
sides, the French assailed the whole confede-^ 
rate lines, from Arnheim to Amerongen ; they 
attacked the Austrians and Hanoverians, and 
drove them back ; they also obliged General 

countenanced the soldiers to perpetrate barbarities and 
massacres over the unfortunate Polanders, similar ta 
those he did at Ismael^ in the late war with the Turks. 

Aber^ 
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i^bercromby (afterwards Sir Ralph) to retire^ 
and by their repeated, and too often success- 
fill encounters, enforced the English army to 
make a hasty * retreat. Many Hollanders 
took refuge in England, and upon the sub- 
juission of Utrecht, the Stadtholder, seeing 
no prospect but of captivity, left his coun- 
try, ^nd escaped in a fishing-boat to Eng- 
Jand. l-iberty, equality, and the rights of 
man were proclaimed, and the United Pre*- 
winces were fevolutionized after the model of 
the French, ,ajod named the Batavian Re- 
p'ublic. 

The prevalent alarm, which infested this 
country, when the^ French insurgents first 
menaced their sovereign, had not entirely 
subsided. Many members of these political 

* The Dutch, unfriendly to the English ever since the 
revolution in lySJ, seemed, however, pleased with the 
present revolution. They contemptuously, nay, inhu- 
manly, treated our soldiers ; especially the wounded and 
-fugitives, who, after a long and painful exercise of their 
fortitude and patience, at last effected their retreat ta 
Bremen. 

societies, 
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socie^es, apprefaended the last aesskm of fltf^ 
liameDt, were now brought to triaL Thoim 
Hardy was first afraigried. After a trial oi 
eight days be was acquitted, oo the iii8u& 
£cieory of evidence* Horoe Toc^e wss 
pext tried. His acquittal was followed bj 
that of Tbelwall &* The Courts seeing qq 
prospect of substanttating their charges^ 
liberated die rest of the pri^ners. 

A treaty of commefce was adjusted with 
die American Republic Complaints <rf* ter- 
ritorial encroacbnlents, and illegal seizurep 
of shipping and merchandize had been re<^ 
peatedly urged by the Americans. The pre« 
else boundaries were now marked out ; com-> 
missioners appointed to decide on disputed 
captures, and a general trade allowed to the 
East and West Indies. 

* Use prindpal CD]pnts were, Tbonus Hardj, Sccre* 
-tay to the CorrcspoDding Sodctr ; Home Tooke, Hd- 
croft, Tbelwall, the Rev. Mr. Joyce, and a Barrister, 
-named Kyd. Tliongb the evkience was insufficient to 
condemn tbcm as traitors, yet, had they been indicted 
for sedition, tbcy would most certaiolr have been con- 
Tided, 

A nego- 
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egotiatiQQ, through the medium of ao 
^ador, * took place for a commercial 
lurse with the Chinese. ^&ex an in* 
V with Chen-Lung^ their aged Emperor, 
: of jealousy unhappily anticipated any 
y treaty. After an exchange of pre^ 
it was hinted to some of the suite^ * 
iieir speedy departure would be agree- 

the meeting of Parliament, his Majes- 
er an allusion to^the disappointment^ 

last campaign, declared the necessity 
tinning the war, as the only means to 
•e a permanent peace. He noticed the 
decline of the French resources, and 
stability of the unnatural system pur- 
by the republican leaders. He depre- 
m imitation of the submissive example 

States General, as it would end<£»^er 



■1 Macartney, late Governor of Madras, a nobk- 
ibUities, and of address, was selected for the nc- 
1. Having added to his suite some men of 
and some eminent artists, be salted amder th^ 
d of Sir Erasmus Gower. 

the 
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the sacrifice of our honor and safety towl^ 
.enemy, |ivowedly hostile to these dotninioMl'' 

The E^ of Guildford, on the motion 
the address, opposed it. H^ uiaintaii 
that no (vieMd to his country would sanctjoaj 
the continuance of so unjust and impolitic |' 
war, and that even were we under the nec» 
sity of prolonging it, the management of ^ 
ought to be transferred to abler smd moreen 
perienced ministers. He proposed an ameml- 
ment, advising his Majesty to expedite the 
conclusion of a peace on reasonable terras^ 
without regarding the form or nature of the 
existing government of France. Earl Spencer 
was not disheartened by the great exertions 
of the enemy; he firmly relied on the ex- 
tent of our resources, and disapproved of the 
idea of negotiation. The Earls of Kinnoul and 
Morton opposed the nogotiation, as degrad- 
ing and humiliating. The Earl of Derby 
supported it as necessary, and not dishonor- 
able. The Earl of Mansfield affirmed, that 
the French resources were greatly on the 
decline, and that the community were in a 
state of extreme penury. He hoped that 

our 
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our exertions might be so invigorated, as to 
prevent our enemies from a renovation of 
their strength. Lord Gteuv^ took the 
same ground as the Earl of Mansfield. The 
Duke of Bedford approved" of the amend-" 
ment, and condemned the incapacity and in* 
humanity of the ministers. The amendment 
was negatived by a majority of 95. In the 
Commons, Mr. Wiiberforce pronounced the 
address too warlike. He granted, that a 
peace might not be permanent, but, as the 
'Vi^x was more dangerous than that of making 
peace, he recommended an immediate nego- 
ciation. Mr. Windham, Secretary of War, 
reprobated the negociation. Our eflForts, he 
granted, had not been successful ; they had 
been rather negative than positive. But the 
most alarming circumstance was, that the 
country was not true to itself, neither was 
|he nation aware of the danger of the re- 
publican principles, or of those infectious, 
those visionary ideas of liberty, so industri- 
ously disseminated by Jacobin societies. 
The leaders of those factions, he acknow- 

1 ledged, 
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ledged, had been acquitted by the verdict of 
a jury, but he could not consider themai 
innocent, they were only absolved felM^ 
If we should conclude a peace with tb^ 
French Republic, their emissaries would stiU 
be active in propagating their perniciottC 
doctrines, and in undermin^ing our constitil* 
tion : he therefore recommended a vigoroiU 
prosecution of the war. Sir Richard Hil 
and Mr. Banks, deprecated eternal warfare, ia^ 
to which Mr. Windham seemed inclined t< 
involve us ; they therefore voted in favor o 
psicific measures. Mr. Fox enumerated tb^ 
miscarriages of the confederate po\vers ; b 
condemned the conduct of the war, and m^ 
naced an enquiry into the measures by whi^ 
we had been involved in it. On a division 
there appeared a majority of 173 in favor ^ 
the war. 

A. D. 1795. The Earl of Stanhope pre 
posed a resolution, disclaiming all interferenc 
in the internal affairs of France. Loi 
Auckland disapproved of the motion. Th 
Earl of Mansfield justified such an extent < 

"^^r intei 
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against all future subsidies with Gennafi 
IVinces. Lord Grenville was so confident 
on the promised exertions of the Emperor, 
that he would rather make him a compliment 
of the money, than lose the chance of the 
expected benefit. The Marquis of Laos- 
down was inimical to all German connec- 
tions. Lord Hawkesbuiy, Sir William. Pul- 
teney, and other members, were more san- 
guine and confident* 

The minister now brought forward his es^ 
timates for the supplies of the year. For 
the army,* foreign and domestic, he wanted 
eleven millions, for the navy, four millions 
ai/d a half, and fof'other services, as much 
as swelled the supplies to ^97,540,000. A 
loan' of eighteen millions, and three million 
and half of Exchequer bills, formed part of 
ways and means. The additixuial imposts 

* The seamen and marines were 100,000, the land 
forces 1 19,380. ' o procure so large a number of sea- 
men, Parliament enforced the merchants to give up part 
of their crews, in proportion lo their tonnage, and also 
compelled eyeiy parish to furnish one man for the ser« 
vice, 

were 
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were on wine, spirits, tea, arid coffee ; on agreed 
ments; oninsurance of ships and cargoes; and 
a new tax on every head wearing powder. 
The Joan was procured after the rate of 5 per 

- a 

cent, and in the third year of a war. This 
circumstance, the minister observed, was an 
indubitable proof of the flourishing state of 
our finances and credit Mr. Fox objected to 
the terms of the loan, as extravagant both 
ID the whole, and in the mode ; and the im- 
post on tea, he said, was an infringemfent on 
the commutation tax. 

Mr. Wilberforce again introduced his mo- 
tion for the abolition of the slave trade. Mr. 
£a8t and Mr. Barham contended, that the 
abolition would" be fatal to the West India 
planters. But Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox ridi- 
c^uled such visionary apprehensions, and again 
Yeprobated such an inhuman traffic. The 
till, however, was thrown out by a majority 

of 17. 

Mr. Fox, after noticing the various errors 

of administration, and in particular their late 

ti"eatment of the Irish, proposed an enquiry 

into their conduct, and that the House 

I 3 should 
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fbmild Ufna a ccHDmittee to examine llit 
^tatf^ of ttie fiatioo* Mr. Shendan saoctioiicd 
the enquiry, at it might lead to a peaM. 
liut Mr. ritt cooteoded, tbatauch an enquiiy 
wa» impolitic and uonecessary, as the topkx, 
which would result from the enquiry b^ 
hinm already discussed ; and impolitic, a0 it 
might be productive of unseasonable disdo- 
iures* Mr* Pitt replied to the leading pointo 
of Mr« Fox's speech, and then moved for an 
adjournment, which passed by a majority Cff 

15(1 

The Earl of Guildford madeasimilastao- 
tion in the Lords; he arraigned the mis- 
conduct of ministers, and was lavishly severe 
in his c<'^nsurcs. Lor<;} Grenvilie made a 
spirited reply to the Earl's illiberal reflec- 
tions ; he justiHed his own, and the conduct 
of his nssfK^iates, and recapitulated the mise- 
ries of the French republic. The Duke of 
Riohuiond protested against the enquiry, as 
it would embarrass the executive govern- 
ment, without producing any good effect. 
The Maiijuis u( Lansdowu urged the ill 
success of the war, as just grounds for en- 
quiry 



ANNALS or GEORGE III. IfS 

quiry. On a division, the Earl's motion was 
lost by a majority of 90. 

The long impending trial of Mr. Hastings 
was now finally concluded. When every 
part of the accusation had been disallowed 
by the committee, the report was revised 
by the House, and after some debates on 
the mode of proceeding, it was resolved that 
the question should separately be put on 
sixteen points. The greatest number of 
Peers, who voted the defendant guilty in 
any one respect, did not exceed six. The 
votes of innocence in < some of the charges 
were twenty*six, in others twenty-three, and 
in one nineteen. The Chancellor then in*- 
formed^ Mr. Hastings of the decii^on of the 
Court, who received it in silence, bowed and 
retired.* 



* The generri voice seemed satisfied widi. the acquit- 
taL llK>ugh Mr. Hastings, oa some occasions, had 
been inattentive to the dictates of virtnous poUcjr^ or to 
the sentiments of bunoanity, yet he had oondncted the 
afiairs of his government with spirit and success ; had 
promoted the interest of the Company, and had extended 
aad secased their donunions. 

14 The 
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The adjustment of the afiain of ^tW 
Prince of Wales became the subject .of 
parliamentary discussion. It may be ne- 
cessary to inform our readers, that fa» 
Royal Highness had contracted a matrimo-r 
nial alliance with his cousin the Princes* 
CaroHne of Brunswick.* On his marriage^i 
the King his father, addressed his faithfiiL 
Commons for the grant of a proper establi^ 
ment for the Prince and his bride. ^' His 
Majesty assured the House, that the benefit 
of an eventual setdement must fail in its 
most desirable effect, if means should not be 
provided to extricate his Royal Highness 
from the incumbrances under which he la« 
boured to a great amount.^' After several di* 
visions, the House fixed the Prince's allow* 
anceat «9l2i,000, '\ and ^65,000 annually 

to 

* Tht Duke of York bad espoused the daughter of 
the King of Prussia, the immediate object of his cfaoice. 
Both connections meet the public approbation. 

+ Besides this allowed income. Parliament voted 
j£25,000 for the expences attending his marriage; and 
also j^5>000more for the completion of Carleton- House. 
The PriQce's obligations were j^630,OOQ« In the de^ 

kato 
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tojbe appropriated for the liquidation of his 
debts, besides the rent of the Duchy of Corn- 
wall, upwards of i€ 13,000 a-year. 

Warm debates took place in Parliament on 
the affairs of Ireland. The catholics bad 
flattered themselves with hopes, from the be- 
nevolence of their Sovereign and the Parlia- 
ment, of a-grant of further emancipation, not 
included in the concessions of 1793. Earl 
Fitzwilliam, on his appointment to the Lx>rd 
Lieutenancy of Ireland, had countenanced the 
catholic leaders with promise of support; but 
the Earl was suddenly recalled, and Earl 
Camden nominated his successor. Earl Fitz- 
william had been prohibited by the ministry 
from bringing forward the bill of further re- 
lief. . The bill, it is true, had been proposed 
in the Commons, and not unfavourably re-* 

bate upon the bill of settlement^ a question arose, (which 
remains stiU undecided) whether the Prince was entitled 
to the revenue of Cornwall, which had accumulated 
during his n^tnority. Some members were of opinion, 
that he had an undoubted right to the accumulations » 
while others contended, that his father had a right to ap- 
ply the rc?eaue to the maintenance and education of his 

•on, 

ceived. 
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ceived. The Earl, however, was recalted^ 
and the bill, on LfOrd Camden's appointpaenty 
was thrown out. 

The Duke of Norfolk, in the House of 
Lords, reprobated the dismission of the 
noble Earl, and moved for an enquiry into the 
subject, and Earl Fitzwilliam courted an in- 
vestigation into his conduct. But the Eail of 
Caernarvon, and other Peers, opposed the 
enquiry, as unconstitutional and dangenMUU 
Lord Grenville took no notice of the grounds 
of recall ; he disapproved of the improper 
interference, which the supporters of the mo- 
tion recommended. The Duke's motion was 
lost by a majority of 75- 

In the Commons, Mr. Jekyll condemned 
the duplicity practised upon the Irish ; he 
censured the base attempts to degrade ICarl 
Fitzwilliam, by making him a party to the 
delusion. Mr. Pitt replied, that the conduct 
of the Cabinet would bear a strict scrutiny; 
that no promises had been violated, and no 
deception attempted ; that a diflFerence of 
opinion in an important case was a sufficient 
ground for the removal of an officer of state; 

and 
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and that a free discussion of the topics con- 
nected with the recall, might be construed 
into an encroachment on the independence 
of the Irish Parliament. Mr. Grey recom- 
mended an immediate discussion of thecjues- 
tion respecting the catholics, but the majority 
of the House were not of his opinion ; for 
188 opposed the motion, and only 49 assent- 
ed to it. 

The business of the session, now brought 
to a conclusion, bis Majesty prorogued the 
Parliament* He acknowledged the zealous 
and uniform regard which both Houses had 
shewn to the, general interests of his people, 
and the prudent, firm, and spirited support, 
which they had continued to afford him in 
the prosecution of the war. It is impossible, 
continues bis Majesty, to contemplate the 
internal situation of the enemy with whom 
we are contending, without indulging a hope, 
that the present circumstances of France 
may, in their effects, hasten the return of 
such a state of order and regular govern- 
ment, as may be capable of maintaining the 
accustomed relations of amity and peace 

with 
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With Other powers. The issue, howevet, 
ot these extraordinary transactions, is out of 
the reach of human foresight.* 

Admiral Cornwallis was cruizing near the 
Pfnoiarks, with eiglit ships, iiicluding fri- 
gates, when thirteen French sail of the line, 
and fourteen frigates, appeared in sight. 
The large ships came up in succession, and 
commenced a partial firing upon some of bis 
ships, and especially upon one, which had 
fallen much to leeward; but even in this 
ship, though more seriously engaged, not a 
man was killed. Before sun set, the firisg 



• A I the prorogation of Parliament, intelligence ar- 
med of a brilliant victor}', gained by Lord Bridport, late 
Sir A lexander Hood, over a republican squadron. This 
gdldiit officer, though of an inferior force, attacked the 
cii^my, and, in all probability, would have captured or 
destroyed the greatest part of the fleet, had the engage^ 
iTPn been more distant from land. But the scene of 
action lay near port L'Orient, and consequendy the 
cnf^my was favored by the fortifications of the place. 
The engagement la^^ted three hours j three of their ships 
struck, and were captured in spite of the difficulty of 
jetaining t'nem. 

ceased, 
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S ©eased, and the dastardly foe tacked, and 
stood off* 

Admiral Hotbam fell in with a fleet from 
Toulon, with troops, intended for the reco- 
very of /Corsica; he pursued them to the 
Genoese coost, and after a partial engage- 
ment, he captured two sail of the line, but 
with the loss, soon after, of one of his own 
ships, from the damage she had sustained 
in the engagement. 

Admiral Hotham, in the succeeding 
month, a second time engaged the French 
squadron, and captured a ship of force ; but 
she soon after blew up, and 150 souls pe- 
rished. After some conquests on both sides, 

• Our fleet, had the enemy been inclined, might easi- 
ly have been brought to a general action, but, as the 
French declined the contest, it would have been iiflpru- 
dent in our gallant Admiral to have engaged so superior a 
force. His brave crew, far from shrinking from their 
doty, were eager for action, but the Admiral was not so 
rash as to Jet loose their valor. He prudently judged 
that the escape was a fair ground of congratulation, 
father than the los^ of such an opportunity was to be re- 
gretted. 

the 
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the French took an English ship of the lioe^t 
a valuable fleet of 30 sail returning from the. 
Mediterranean, and also part of a Jamaica 
fleet. 

The French republic, though successful 
on the Continent, were solicitous by nego- 
tiation to detach the King of Prussia from 
the confederacy. Their exertions were not 
in vain. The Prussian moiiarch, dispairii^ 
of the subversion of the French Republic^ 
and elated with his new acquisitions in Po* 
land, seceded from the coalition, and relin-^ 
quished, by a treaty, his possessions on the- 
left banks of the Rhine; and, by a second 
treaty, secured peace and neutrality for the 
North of Germany. 

The Spanish Monarch, defeated in repeat- 
ed conflicts, and menaced not only vv^ith the 
loss of several of his valuable provinces, but 
also with the propagation of revolutionary 
doctrines, made his peace with the French 
republic* An expedition, on the coast of 

France, 

* The Spanish Court, to avert the impending storm^ 
and to secure a peace, resigned that part of the island of 

St. Po- 
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J France, planne(j[ by the Secretary of War, 
^ Mr. Windham, was now executed. The 
; squadron having reached the coast of France, 
^ landed the troops on the peninsula, reduced 
^ Fort Penthieve, and raised entrenchments 
^j for their defence. After some unsuccessful' 
jjj conflicts^ and unavailing attacks on the re- 
« doubts which guarded the passage to the 
;; main land, a masked battery threw the as- 
A sailiDg corps into confusion, and a precipi- 
' tate retreat ensued. Many of the French 
prisoners, who had volunteered in the expe- 
dition, deserted the royal cause, and repaired 
to the Republican standard. To secure a 
favourable reception, they communicated 
to the French General such information as 
Was calculated to promote the French inte^- 
^^st. General Hoche, their commander, 
profiting by this information, surprised Fort 
I^enthifeve in the night, and forced their camp, 

St. Domingo, which they had possessed from the time of 
Columbus. Even the Electorate of Hanover, though' 
■till an active member of the coalition, as King of Great 
Britain, ordered a treaty of peace to be signed with 
*'rance, as did also the Landgrave of HesseCafesel. 

though 
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though not without a gallant resistance. Thel 
English brought * off as many of the fugittvtil 
as could reach the vessels. The remain<Hl ' 
about 4000, exposed to imminent dai^JI^ 
sued to capitulate. Hoche granted tbdrl^ 
boon, with a promise, that they should fcew^ 
treated as prisoners of war, provided Ae "* 
Convention of France shall approve tht( 
indulgence. But many of them were after- 
wards sacrificed as traitors, by che vindictive 
•inhumanity of the Republican Convention*' 
The Jacobin party, provoked at their ex- 
clusion from complete power, raised an in- 
surrection against the Conventional leaders: 
a host of armed men blockaded the place of 
meeting, and clamorously demanded bread, 
and the constitution of the year 1793. They 
at length gained the hall, and penetrated 
into the midst of the National Assembly. 
They murdered one of the deputies, pro- 
cured decrees favourable to their faction, 
and were on the eve of gaining their point, 

• Abrnit 900 of those who sailed from England, and 
1500 of ibe inhabitants, were the whole number that re- 
turned. 

when 
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^hen a party of soldiem, and a crowd of 
velWffected oitiaens interposed and rest(»!ed 
tranquillity. A new constitution, nK)re eli'* 
gible than that of 1793, was prepared, but 
not adopted without great opposition, and 
violent debates. By this new code^ the ex-» 
ecutive power was vested in, five directors^ 
elected by the legislature ; and two councils, 
one called The Elders^ the other that of Five 
Hundred, were nominated the representative 
assemblies of the nation. 

It was late in the year before the campaign 
opened in Germany. Jourdan crossed the 
Rhine, forced the citidel of Dusseldorf, and 
reduced the major part of the duchy of 
Berg. Pichegru passed the same river, near 
Manheim, and captured the town. Rut Jour- 
dan, having crossed the Lagn, was attacked 
and defeated by the Austrians, with the loss o£ 
4000 men, and obliged to recross the Rhine. 
The Austrian General Wurmser was beat at 
Manheim ; but his troops returned to the 
charge, came off victorious, and retook Man- 
heim. The French were soon dispossessed of 
all their conquests in Gemitany. 

K Letters 



U 
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Letters of marque were Mued agai 
Dutch by Great Britain^ and orders lN>f ^| 
given to capture all their colonial teni 
Admiral Elphinstone was dispatched wiA 
a British squadron to the Cape of Gdoil 
Hope. On his appearance in Simon's fiij) 
near the Cape, he took possession of ; 
vessels which were there ; and, after 
trifling engagement, the Governor of db 
Cape proposed a cessation of hostilities, at i 
prelude to capitulation. The troops were 
adjudged prisoners of war, and that the pro- 
perty of the Dutch East India Company 
should be transferred to the captors ; but pri^ 
vate property and civil rights were to remain 
inviolate. 

The prospect of subjugating the French 
Republic, was as remote now, as at the com- 
mencement of hostilities. They w^re in pos« 
session of valuable territories, both is Italy 
and Germany ; were complete masters of the 
Netherlands, and ruled uncontroled over the 
United Provinces. They had also weakened 
the confederacy by detaching two leading 
powers from the coalition. 

His 



AKKALS OF 6E0E0X III. ISi 

His Majesty, in his speech to both houses 
of Parliament, affirmed, that the prospect 
resulting from the general state of affairs, had| 
in some important respects, been materially 
improved in the course of the year. He was 
of opinion, that the success of the FVench, 
on particular occasions, and the advantages 
which they had derived from the conclusion 
of separate treaties with some of the bellige- 
rent powers, were far from compensating the 
evils which they had experienced from the 
continuance of the war. He noticed the 
destruction of their commerce, the diminu- 
tion of their maritime power, and the un- 
paralleled embarassments and distress of 
their internal situation ; yet he did not think 
their rulers were so humbled by the increas- 
ing pressure of difficulties, as to be disposed 
to negotiate for a peace, on just and suit- 
able terms ; it therefore seemed necessary to 
prosecute the war with the utmost energy 
and vigor. The speeches for and against the 
usual address were many, but all unimport- 
ant : the address passed by a great majority. 

K 2 As 
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As the King, in his way to and from the 
House of Peers, had been grossly * insulted 
by the populace, both Houses of Parliamem ^ 
expressed their indignation at the outrageous 
and disloyal behaviour. In consequence^ 
Lord Grenville brought forward a bill for t]» 1 
safety and protection of his Majesty's person 
and government, against treasonable and se- 
ditious practices and attempts. 

Violent debates ensued. Lord Grenville 
contended that the Bill was necessary for the 
suppression of the reviving spirit of turbo- 
lence, and the rapid increase of seditious pub- 
lications. The provisions of the act, con- 
tinues his Lordship^ were strictly conform- 
able to the principles of the several acts of 
the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and Charles 
IL The Earl of Mansfield vindicated the 

* The insolent treatment of his Majesty from the 
populace, who had the audacity to throw stones at his 
person, was imputed to the seditibus machinations of the 
leaders of the Corresponding Society ; who, prior to the 
assembling of Parliament, had harangued, at a numerous 
meeting in a field near Ck>penhagen-Hoatey the rabble^ 
in favor of peace. 

Bill, 



■' ■' lL 
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Bill^ and dreaded fatal consequences, should 
it not pass into a law. The Duke of Bedford, 
the Earls of Lauderdale and Abington, 
rtrongly opposed the bill. They contended, 
that the existing laws were sufficiently strong 
and severe to discountenance treason and se- 
dition, and that the bill, instead of stifling 
djssentions, would rather nourish and en- 
courage them. On the division, 80 were in 
favor of the motion, and only 8 against it. 

In the Commons, Messrs. Sheridan, Fox 
and Erskine were its opponents. They af- 
firmed, that the bill was unjust in principle, 
and oppressive in detail ; that it was repug- 
nant to the constitutional rights of the 
people, and an incrbachment on their free- 
dom. After several divisions, the bill, how- 
ever, was sanctioned by a majority of 181. 

A bill of coercion,* to restrain popular 
meetings, was brought forward by Mr. Pitt. 

If 

* The principle of this bill imported, that no meeting 
of any desoription of person^^ exceeding th^ number of 
SO, save such as might be summoned by the sheriff or 
•ther . officers, should be holden for political purposes* 

K 3 unless 
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If the prevalent licentiousness of democratic 
faction should not be checked, the constitu* 
tion would not long subsist. Mr* Fox was 
inimical to the bill. He accused Mr. Pitt c^ 
an intention of stifling that freedom of de-> 
bate, which all have a right to claim ; of su- 
perseding the bill of rights, and subjecting 
the people to the yoke of despotisrfi. Mn 
Halbed, Mr. Curwen, and Mr. Sheridan, 
spoke against tYi^ bill. Mr. Wilberforce aqd 
Mr. Windham approved of it, as it tended, 
without the exercise of despotic measures, 
to suppress unconstitutional reforms, and 
support the constitution against the attacks 
of jacobins and traitors. On a division, S14 
approved of the bill, and 42 opposed it; leav- 
ing a majority of 172. 

unless public notice should have been given hy seven 
hoaselrcepcrs. That, if such a body should assemble 
without notice, and 12 or more individuals should coii«> 
tinue together, even quietly, for one hour after legal no- 
tice for their departure, they should be punished as fe- 
lons, without benefit of clergy^ and that the same rigdr 
might be ezerdsed, if any person should, after due no- 
tice, use seditious language, or propose the irregular 
alteratioa of any'thing by law established. 

In 
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In the House of Lords, it was opposed by 
the Duke of Bedford and Marquis of Lans^ 
down, by the Earls of Moira, Derby, and 
Lauderdale, but the bill finally passed. Dur- 
ing the debates of Parliament on these two 
bills, both Houses received a message fi;om 
his Majesty, holding out a prospect of peace, 
He said, '^ that such an ofder of things had 
arisen, (alluding to the new republican con- 
stitution, and the dictatorial government of 
France,) as would induce him to meet any 
desire of negotiation on the part of the ene- 
my, with a full readiness to give it effect/* 
On the address of thanks for this communi- 
cation Mr. Sheridan suggested that an im- 
mediate negotiation should take place ; and 
by a renunciation of the principles on which 
the war had been conducted, remove all ob- 
stacles to the attainment of peace. Mr. 
Grey coincided with Mr. Sheridan. He 
made a motion, that his Majesty be request- 
ed to iulimate to the executive government 
of France, his readiness to enter into a nege^ 
tiation for the re-ost^blisbment of peace, on 

K 4 jreason- 
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easonable terms. Mn Pitt wished that this 
-ifiair should be left to the discretion of the 
ministry, as he said, that it was proper to con- 
sult the allies of Great Britain, as a close 
concert with them would give greater dig- 
nity and effect to a negotiation. Sttpi 
had been already taken to sound the dispo- 
sition of the enemy; and, that if there 
should be a prospect of an honourable peace, 
the opportunity would be embraced with 
pleasure. Mr. Greys motion was supported 
by only 50 members, while 1 89 voted against 
it. 

A. D. 1796. The great increase of bar- 
racks became the subject of parliamentary 
investigation. Mr. Fox was of opinion, that 
the freedom of the constitution in a great 
measure rested on the friendly intercourse 
between citizens and soldiers, and that the 
separation of the two classes would render 
the latter too subservient to the crown. Mr. 
Pitt replied, that soldiers were more usefully 
and conveniently, as well as more cheaply 
quartered in barracks than in public-houses. 

General 
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General Smith inferred, from this unconsti« 
tutional system, that the ministry encouraged 
despotic intentions. 

During these parliamentary contentions, 
the unsuccessful application for peace excit- 
ed general aniniadversion. A general nego- 
tiation had been proposed by Mr. Wickham, 
our plenipotentiary in Switzerland, to M. 
Barthelemi, the French ambassador to the 
Cantons. But the Executive Directory, aware 
that the restitution of the Netherlands was a 
primary condition of an eventual congress, 
declined the proposal, so that " nothing was 
left for the King but to prosecute a war, 
equally just and necessary/^ 

To invigorate a continuation of hostilities, 
which the arrogance and obstinacy of thte 
French compelled us to continue, a new loan 
was negotiated. Upwards of twenty-sevea 
millions and a half had been already voted, 
and a loan of eighteen millions constituted a 
part of the ways and means. The supply 
was increased i^ 37, ^88,000, and to complete 
the new demand, seven millions and a half 
were borrowed. The colonial forces were 
4 aug- 
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augmented to 77,000 men ; the guards anil 
garrisons reduced to 49,000 men, and the 
sailors and marines increased to 110,OOQ; 
additional imposts on wine, tobacco, salt, 
sugar, on horses and dogs ; also a new duty 
on hats, on legacies to collateral relatives; 
and all who were liable to the assessed taxd 
were subject to pay 1 per cent extra. TbeiB 
heavy imposts were not voted without oppfH 
sition, but finally sanctioned by a great mft- 
jority. 

Mr. Grey proposed a string of resolution^ 
replete with such charges as he thougt 
would justify an impeachment of the mini^ 
ter. ^ He asserted, that the provisions of tta 
act of appropriation had repeatedly been vie 
lated ; that the statute for the regulation o 
the office of paymaster to the army had als* 
been infringed ; that false accounts had beei 
laid before the House, and that other mal 
practices had marked the ministerial proceed 
ings. The minister candidly confessed 
that some irregularities had occurred, bw 
declared that nothing criminal had been wi 
fully committed, and a regard or the puW 

serv* 
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services, and an attention to duty, had formed 
the chief features of official management 
On the motion for the previous question, 
209 votes against 38 appeared in favour of 
the minister. Mr. Fox also moved for a 
change of measures. After an elaborate 
harangue, he reprobated the fatal precipi- 
tancy, which had plunged the nation into 
the war, and the incapacity, so visible in the 
management of it. He deprecated the 
answer given to Barthelemi, and attributed 
the failure of peace solely to our hauteur de- 
meaner. Mr. Pitt vindicated th« justice of 
the war; he defended the judgment and 
spirit of the measures, and imputed the 
failure of peace solely to the restless ambition 
of the French Republic. Mr. Fox's motion 
was lost by a majority of 1 74. 

His Majesty, after thanking Parliament for 
their sedulous attention for the welfare of 
the nation, dissolved the Parliament, and 
writs were soon after issued for a new elec- 
tion. 

In the West Indies, British valor was emi* 
nently successful. They captured St. Lucia, 

Port- 
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rort-Royal, and St. Vincent The Dntrii 
settlements of Demerara and Essequibo, ii 
South America ; and also the colony of Ber- 
bice was reduced. 

In the East, CoUimbo, the capital of tbe 
Isle of Ceylon, surrendered, as did also, by 
capitulation, the valuable islands of An^raf- 
na and Banda. The Dutch were not more 
fortunate in their attempts for the recoveiy 
of the Cape of Good Hope. Anxious to 
gain so valuable a settlement, they had de* 
tached a squadron with troops on board. 
They reached their destination unmolested 
Sir George Elphinston pursued them, and 
anchored within shot of the enemy, and de- 
manded the surrender of the fleet. The 
Dutch Admiral, Lucas, unable to resist so 
formidable a force, delivered up his own ship, 
of 66 guns, two other ships of the line, fout 
frigates, a sloop, and a store-ship. 

In the Mediterranean, the English evac*"* 
ated Corsica ; which, from the intrigues c^ 
the French, Sir Gilbert Elliot, the Viceroj^' 
found it impossible any longer to retain^ 
During the vigorous and successful exertion ^ 



iMM^m^Auimm^ ^ 
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of General Hoche against the royalists of La 
Vendee, whose chiefs, Stofflet and Charette, 
suffered as rebels, Napoleon Bonaparte, a 
CoFsican of intrepid, courage and boundless 
ambition, alarmed the Italian States, and dif- 
fused the terror of the JFrench arms. He 
routed, by the aid of Berthier and Massena, 
the Austrians at Montenott^. He also en- 
gaged them a second and a third time, with 
similar success. He reduced Mondovi and 
other towns ; and to procure a cessation of 
hostilities, he obliged the King of Sardinia 
to cede some of his principal fortresses. A 
a peace was soon after concluded, with the 
loss of Savoy and Nice,* The King of Na- 
ples, 

♦ The King of Sardinia did not long survive the treaty. 
He died in the JOih year of his age, and was succeeded 
by his son Charles Emanuel. About the same time also, 
died Catherine^ Empress of Russia. She was a princess of 
great talents, <^ high spirit, and masculine .fortitude. Dis- 
daining a subordinate situation, she aspired to^be supreme 
over a country, of which she was not a native, and to a 
sovereignty to which she had not the lea&t shadow of pre* 
tensions. , The act by which she obtained the throne de* 
serves the severest censure. Sh^^.b^wever^ enacted sa}u« 

; taiy 
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pies, and the Dukes of Parma and Modem, 
also purchased treaties of pacification. 

Bonaparte engaged General Beaulieu, at 
Lodi, but he met with so vigorous a resist- 
ance, and so tremendous a fire, that victMy 
seemed long doubtful : at length, the bridge 
was forced, and the French triumphed. Bo- 
naparte, by this victory, gained possesuon of 
the major part of the Milanese, and even 
menaced the territories of the Pope. He, 
however, indulged his holiness with a truce, 
and then proceeded to cover the Mege of 
Mantua. 

General Wurmser gained some advantages 
over his troops, and compelled hira to rMse 
the siege ; but he soon retaliated, and, after 



tary laws, promoted the improTcmcnt of the cooDtiy, 
fostered the arts and iciences, and was ever a fnend to 
geolus. In ordinaiy cases she seemed to poMefs mne 
moderation, and some traits of humanitjr, but, wbeR her 
ambition was concerned, the was depotie and croel, and 
would shed torrcnu of blood without pity and without re- 
gret. Her thirst of amorous gratificatloa was ai boond* 
less as her lust of pown ; but not to fttol to totaetj, tf 
to the tranquillity of the natioD. 3 

repeated - 
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epeated conflicts, obliged Wurmsur to re- 
ire within the fortifications of Mantua. 

Th^ campaign in Germany was opened on 
he part of the French, by the successful bat- 
le of Altenkirchen. The republicans, pro- 
eeding to the Mayne, reduced Franckfort^ 
Vurtzburgh, and other considerable towns : 
ait, in the autumn, they were defeated in 
everal actions, and obliged precipitately to 
ecross the Rhine. 

In the Upper Rhine, Moreau forced the 
ort of Kehl, routed the Austrians, both at 
lenchen and Rastart, and obliged the Duke 
if Wirtemberg to abandon the confederacy, 
nd to sue for peace, which was granted. 
le also penetrated to the Bavarian capital, 
nd levied heavy contributions from the Elec- 
or, and forced him into a treaty. Finding 
hat the Emperor of Germany had augmented 
lis forces, he commenced a retreat, which 
le executed in so masterly a manner, that 
16 surmounted every obstacle, and continued 
lis perilous march from^ the Lech to the 
Rhiiiei to the admiration of his astonished 
ies, and even of all Europe. 

Pit 




148 ANNALS OF GEORGE Itt* 



His Majesty, agreeable to his speech finoiB 
the throne, renewed his applicatioD Ibr ps* 
cific overtures. The Directory, after varioitf 
subterfuges, agreed to the proposal, but^ 
at the same tin^e, did not neglect the meav 
of hostility, a^ preparations were ordered iat 
a descent on the coast of Ireland. 

His Majesty's speech was rather warlike 
than conciliatory : ^^ He was sensible that' 
nothing could so much contribute to give 
effect to a general peace^ as a manifestation 
of the spirit and resources of the country* 
It cannot^be doubted what would be the re^ 
suit of such an enterprise, (alluding to the 
threatened invasion) but it befits your wis- 
dom to neglect no precaution that may either 
preclude the attempt, or secure the speediest 
means of turning it to the confusiim and 
ruin of the enemy. Some of the events of 
the year, he thought were highly favour- 
able to Great Britain ; and, though at one 
time, all Europe seemed to be endangered, 
the final result of the campaign might prove 
highly disastrous to the French/' 

Earl Bathurst proposed an address. It was 

opposed 
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opposed by Earl Fitzwilliam, but finally 
sanctioned by a great majority. Mr. Fox 
assented to the address, though he did not 
approve of every part of it. If the dispo- 
sition of the ministers were sufficiently con- 
ciliatory, and not too high-toned in their 
terms, he hoped: the negotiation would be 
satisfactory. Mr. Pjtt answered, that if the 
negotiation should not be productive of a 
speedy peace, onq benefit would result from 
it : if the French should refuse to accede to 
reasonable terms, they would expose to the 
world the dangerous excess of their ambition, 
and their arrogance and injustice would 
arouse general resentment, and call forth 
the unanimous zeal and cpllegted energy of 
the nation. The address was then voted 
without a division. 

Warm and animated debates took place in 
the Commons on the conduct of the nainis- 
ter, for sending money to the Emperor with- 
out the consent of Parliament. Sir William 
Pulteney, Mr. Grey, and Mr. Fox, severely 
censured this violation of its privileges, as it 
had been committed even while the two 

L - Houses 
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Houses were silting. Mr. Pitt, in his de- 
fence, urged, that similar practices had beei 
adopted by the most patriotic ministers. He 
referred to the expediency of discretionaiy 
powers, and to the advantage which the com- 
mon cause had i;eceived from the seasonable 
supply. He added, that the sum allowed \fj 
the vote of credit was applicable to any ex- 
pence connected with the public service. 
Some few members spoke in support of tbe 
motion, but a majority of 904 favoured Mr. 
Pitt ; the numbers being 285 to 81. . 

While preparations were making in Bri- 
tain for vigorous hostility, Lord Malmesbury 
was employed in pacific negotiations at Paris. 
His Lordship proposed, that a general princi- 
ple should be established, as the basis * of 

definitive 

• The principles of the basis purported, that compen* 
sat?on shou s| be made to France by proportional restitu- 
tions of conquest for tliose arrangements to which she 
be tnight desired to consent, in order to satisfy the just 
prete.nsions of the allies of Great Britain, and \o pre^ierv* 
th( po.ai. .i balanc- of Europe. In conform itj wiihthis 
pi'uicpie, Lora iY.iumcsbuij itquircd, thattht Emperor 

should 
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definitive treaty ; but it was long evaded by 
M. De la Croix,* his diplonoiatic adversary ; 
ajid when the Directory did assent to the 
proposition, there was no intention of fulfill- 
ing the promise. After a long and repeated 
conference,LorUMaImesbury received a note, 
requiring the delivery of aif ultimaium with- 
in twenty-four hours. His Lordship remon- 
strated against this arbitrary preclusion of 
deliberate negotiation, and. requested that 
the proposals of both parties might be can- 
didly considered, and mutually discussed. 
But an order for his departure from Paris in 
two days, and also for a speedy retreat from the 
French territories, with a determined refusal 

^onldbe re-instated in the full possession of his dominion^ ; 
that peace should be settled with the Germanic body, on 
a basis which might neither injure or weaken the general 
safe^ of Europe j that the status ante helium should^ as 
fax as practicability would allow^ take place in Italy } and 
that Russia and Portugal, if so inclined, should enjoy the 
benefit of the negotiation. On these conditions his Bri- 
tannic Majesty promised to restore all the territories which 
his armaments had taken from the French since the com* 
mencement of the war. 

L 9 against 
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against the restitution of conquests, was the 
final result of the negotiation. 

This peremptory and insolent disn^issiiQD of 
Lord Malmesbury produced a message to bpth 
Houses. His Majesty complained oftbcj. 
unjust and exorbitant views of the Fiench 
Republic, and also a declar.atiQ|[^, recapitulatf 
ing the progress of the diplomatic ipt^ 
course, and imputing the failure of suf^re^lic 
to the arbitrary and encroaching spirit of ;th0, 
enemy. 

Lord Grenville reviewed the n^otiation^ 
and moved that the Peers should engage to 
support his Majesty with the utmost vigor ia 
the prosecution of a contest, which the French 
would not suffer to be terminated. The 
Earl of Guildford proposed an amendment. 
He disputed the sincerity of ministers, and 
censured them for having neglected the op- 
portunity of pacification, which the success 
of the confederate powers had happily pre- 
sented to them in 1793 Some few Peers 
approved of the ainendn:ient, but the minis- 
terial motion Was sciuctioued by a majority 
of 80. 

In 



fh the CbmiXi(kk\ Ikr. Pitt abfy ^tessyil 
fhe negotiation, and sevefelV Reprobated the 
conduct of the French. Mr. Fox arraigned 
thfe terms oflfered to rtie Directory, as inade- 
Vjiiate to the tfern^Yids wftich the French 
^Rejilibiic ha^ a Vight to expect. JHe de- 
cidedly adscWed, tlisJt piice and the con- 
tinuaitron oF the i)resent administration were 
incompatible ; he therefore moved an amend- 
toent similar to Earl Guildford's in the Lords. 
Mr. Dundas, tfie present Viscount Melville, 
Ireprdbated the doctrines of Mr. Fox as favor* 
ing the views of the Executive Directory ; 
and, he trusted, that the majority of the 
House would evince a greater share of patriot- 
itlm. The address was sanctioned by 21!^ 
Votes, while the feeble suffrages of the 
minority were only 37* 

Application had been made to the Direc- 
tory of France by the Repuliilicah Society of 
United rrishmeh, representing the probabi- 
lity of a general insurrection, provided the 
French would make an invasic^ on their coast. 
The intelligence wad attended to. Seventeen 
sail of the line, and several frigates, with 

L 3 upwardft 
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upwards of eighteen thousand troops, under 
the command of Hocbe, sailed from France 
in the depth of winter. Part of the fleet 
cast anchor in Bantry Bay, where th^ lay 
some days without attemptii^ to land. Aftar 
waiting in vain for the rest of the armament^ 
they sailed. Sooa after, the remainder made 
their appearance, but stormy and tempestiv- 
ous weather defeated their hostile intentions. 
The English captured one frigate, and two of 
their fleet foundered. One ship of the line 
was lost, and one running on shore, was de* 
stroyed.* 

A. D. 1797. The frequent pecuniary re- 
mittances to our allies, and the demand of 
cash to secure them, had greatly diminished 
the circulation of coin. After frequent con- 
sultations with the Directors of the Bank, 

* They soon afier made another attempt on Waks. 
AboQt 1250 men landed in the county of Pembroke^ and, 
as the ships sailed immediately after their disembarkation, 
th^ were left nnprotected, and readily sobmitted to a 
demand of Lord Cawdor's for their surrender. Two oat 
of the four veiieliy were soon after captured by oor 
cruizers. 

ministers 
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ministers discussed the affair in council. 
The result produced an order against the 
issue of cash from the Bank. 

When the order became the subject of 
parliamentary debate, Mr. Pitt recommended 
the appointment of a secret committee to in- 
vestigate the outstanding engagements, and 
the means of answering them. 

Mr. Fox lamented the embarrassments, 
into which the misconduct of ministers had in- 
volved the country. He deprecated the 
order of council as unconstitutional, and ad- 
vised a public investigation into the affairs of 
the Bank. On Lord Grenville's motion in 
the Lords, the Dukes of Norfolk and Graf- 
ton preferred an open, rather. than a secret 
committee; but the majority of Lords 
thought otherwise. They contended, in so 
delicate and critical an afiair, that the utmost 
secresy ought to be observed. On the re- 
port of the committee,* an act passed con- 
firming 

♦ The funds of the Bank of England, fiom the ftvor- 
able report of the committee, applicable to the dischaiige 

14 of 
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When the prevailing influence of the 
French Republic had produced a peace with 

age, and to improve mankind^ in the service of a portf, 
which has added but little to his fortune, and narrowed 
the limits of his &me. But ambition cheated him into 
the desire of greatness, and instead of passing his dsft 
in academic lowers, where his genius would have found 
an home, and his fame have flourished without a wither- 
ing leaf, he engaged with all the fervor of his mind, ia 
the political contests of the dmes, and has dissipated his 
energies, his eloquence, and his knowledge, in support 
<^a faction, which has rewarded his zeal with little more 
than the interrupted hear-him^s of parliamentary ap- 
plauders. His eloquence was rapid, animated, and high- 
ly adorned } but it amuses rather than instructs, and bj 
its brilliance, weakens the attention which it so strongly 
solicits. Even Mr. Burke's best friends acknowledge, 
that his judgment never kept pace with his other facul- 
ties ; and, as he advanced in years, his increasing irrita- 
bility of temper tended rather to dinainish the little 
stock he enjoyed of that precious quality of the mind* 
Mr. Burke possessed a much larger portion of integrity 
than any of his active pojitical associates, and I am of 
cpinion, that his rigid love of what he thought to be 
right, caused him frequently to do and say things, which, 
in the opinion of his friends, were extremely wrong. 
Mr. Burke, in his heart, was a Tory, even when he af- 
lected, during the Ameri<;an war, to be a strenuous 
Whig. 

Spain, 
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Spain, it was expected that the artful repub- 
licans would prevail with the Spanish Prince 
to commence hostilities against Great Britain. 
But this, however, did not immediately en- 
sue, as the Spaniards were reluctant to go to 
war with their late ally ; but they at length 
did agree to a treaty of confederacy, and 
on some vague and frivolous pretence, de- 
clared war against Great Britain. 

Preparations, both saval and military, 
were rapidly forwarded. The Spaniards me- 
naced thq Postuguese territories; they also 
equipped a powerful fleet, and joined a 
French armament. Sir John Jervis descried 
this fleet to the S.W. •of Cape St. Vincent ; 
and though he had only fifteen sail of the 
line, and the enemy S7 sail of the line, he 
determined to risk an engagement He hap- 
pily came up with them before a regular line 
was formed, and by a dexterous manoeuvre, 
separated one third from the main body. 
The gallant Nelson and Troubridge eminent- 
ly distinguished themselves in this glorious 
conflict. They engaged, for some time, six 
ships of the line, but the Blenheim season- 
ably 
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ftbly coming up, and the exertions of Cap- 
lain CoUiugwood, in the Excellent, in allimv 
bability saved them from being captured. 
Commodore Nelson, when his ship was dw- 
abled, prepared to board the San Nicolas; anfl 
his orders were executed with promptitude 
and alacrity. The marines forced the calMft- 
door, and rushing upon the quarter-deck, it 
found Captain Barry nearly master of tirt 
ship. As soon as he had subdued the San 
Nicolas, he proceeded to board the San Jo- 
seph ; and the intrepid Nelson received tiie 
ftwords of the two captured Spanish officeis. 
Otlici' ships, besides these we have noticed, 
bad a share in this partial conflict. Four of 
the enemy's ships, from 74 to 1 12 guns, be- 
came prizes, anrl in the captured vessels,*up- 
wards of 600 suffered. Our loss waff 90 
killed, and 2^27 wounded.* 

A Critish armament, nearly about the same 
time, made its appearance at Trinidad, a 



* The victorious Admiral was honored with general 
applause. He was advanced to the peerage with a title 
uwwu tirom Cape Si. Vincwt, the i^cne of triumph. 

valuable 
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♦ 



valuable island south of Tobago. Four Spa- 
nish ships of the line, and a frigate, appsK 
rently ready for sea, were seen in the Bay, 
Dispositions- were immediately taken to pre^ 
vent their esoape. In the early part of the 
nighty one vessel was observed to be on fire ; 
soon after, others shared the same fate, while 
one, of 74 guns^ was captured by the Eng- 
lish. The tPGops^ under the command of 
Sht Ralph Abereromby landed without op- 
position, and the Oovernor tamely resigned 
the whole island* 

The sailors; sensible- of their importance^ 
had made application to Admiral Lord Howe 
for an advance of wages, proportioned to the 
advance of the articles they were obliged to 
purchase, but also an enlargement of the 
quantity, and an improvement in the quality 
of their provisions. Their application not being 
attended to, they determined to enforce 
redress by a spirited resistance. The crew 
of the Queen Charlotte, and other ships at 
Spithead, when ordered to prepare for sea, 
refused to act ; they treated with contempt 
the remonstrances of the officers, and pro- 

3 ceeded 
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ceeded to select delegates, who, after t 
formal consultation, drew up a petition to 
the House of Commons, and to the Lords 
of the Admiralty. Earl Spencer, the navil 
premier, alarmed at so dapgerous a mutipy, 
and, not thinking their demands unreason- 
able, granted their boon; and I^is Majesty 
cheerfully promised full pardon to all, who - 
should immediately return to their duty* 
But the seamen were not satisfied, till Par« 
liament had sanctioned the promises of the 
Lords of the Admiralty. This confirmation 
required time ; the irritation of the muti- 
neers led to a contest with Admiral Colpoys, 
in which some lives were lost. A bill, how- 
ever, passed agreeable to their wishes, and 
subordination restored at Plymouth and 
Spithead. 

These concessions encouraged the sailors 
at the Nore to demand a greater freedom of 
absence from ships in harbour^ a more punc- 
tual discharge of arrears, a more just distri^ 
bution of prize-money, and a relaxation of 
the rigors of discipline. Richard Parker, late 
President of the Council of Delegates, a man 

of 



ANNALS OF GEORGE III. 1^3 

of a daring spirit, was the most active pro- 
moter of these demands. Having received 
an unfavorable answer from the Admiralty, 
through the medium of Admiral Buckner, 
lie boldly superseded that Admiral, and the 
rest of the officers ; and deported himself 
with the most insolent arrogance. He in- 
sisted on the personal attendance of some of 
the Lords of the Admiralty at Sheerness, 
and also on their compliance to the new de- 
mands. He prevailed upon the crews to 
reject the repeated offers of pardon ; he 
plundered two merchant-men of their pro- 
visions, and obstructed trade by the deten- 
tion of others. He even had the audacity to 
fire on some men of war, who refused to join 
the seditious combination. 

The two Houses of Parliament were so- 
licited to interfere on this alarming occasion. 
They, accordingly passed two bills": the first 
made it death to hold communication, or in- 
tercourse, with the crew of ships declared to 
be in a state of rebellion, as well as on all 
who, after such declaration, should volun- 
tarily continue on boar4*; the other bill was 

equally 
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equally severg against all attempts to seduce 
seamen or soldiers into mutinous practices. 

These acts, seconded by the strong disap- 
probation of the public in general, against tbe 
mutineers at the Nore, hastened the suppres- 
sion of the disturbances. The hopes of 
pardon, and a returning sense of loyalty, pro- 
duced a separation of some of the ships, 
though not without the violence of a con- 
test ; and the mutiny gradually subsided. 
Parker* was tried by a Court Martial, he 
was condemned and hanged at the yard-arm, 
on board the Sandwich man of war, the chief 
scene of his power. Seven others suffered, 
and at different times, the same fate attended 
others. Some were flogged, but a far greater 
number of those who were condemned, were 
pardoned. 

* Parlcer, when the crew of the Sandwich ceased ta 
support him, made no resistance ; he requested that none 
of his accomplices might suffer, but such lenity might 
have been faral to th discipline of the navy. The revo- 
lutionary principles of the French Republic had some 
effect in producing these alarming disturbances, and they 
exulted in the intelligence. 

The 
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The crews of Lord St. Vincent's fleet were 
not infected with the mutinous spirit. After 
the defeat of the Spanish armament, they 
blocked up Cadiz, captured several of their 
straggling ships, while the gallant Nelson 
repelled a powerful flotilla, and bombarded 
the town. The Earl detached the Admiral 
to Tenerifie, where he superintended a noc- 
turnal attack upon Santa Cruz, He stormed 
the Mole, but failed in his attempts on the 
fort. The intimidated Governor, hov/ever, 
granted him a safe retreat. Capt« Bo wen 
was drowned in this bold enterprize, as were 
also upwards of 100 seamen and sailors. The 
brave admiral lost an arm and 150 men in 
the assault. 

Though Lord St. Vincent had discomfited 
the maritime machinations of the French Re* 
public, they were amply compensated by 
their continental conquests. Bonaparte, in 
the early part of January, defeated the 
Austrians in the Veroniese. Mantua, after » 
tedious and satiguinary siege, surrendered, 
and he proceeded to the dominions of the 

M Pope. 
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JP6pe. He subjugated all the inhabitants tint 
lay in his rout, and obliged his Holiness Id 
advance him a considerable sum of money,bs- 
sides many valuable pictures, statues, ins* 
nuscripts, and also to cede Ferrara, and o^ 
provinces, for permission ty retain the re- 
mainder of his territories. Bonaparte now 
advanced to meet Archduke Charles, wb<^ 
had assumed the command of the Austrian . 
army in Italjr* 

The French rapidly advanced into the 
Austrian hereditary territories; they made 
easy conquests of Garitz, Gradisca, and 
Trieste. They proceeded to Corinthia, where 
Massena defeated Prince Charles at Jarvis, 
and Joubert was not inactive in the TyroL 
They reduced Faubach, the metropolis of 
Camiola ; they also threatened the province 
of Styria, and the whole Germanic empire 
trembled to its centre. Bonaparte, affect* 
ing an appearance of amity and humanity, 
condescended to tender overtures of accom* 
modation to the Archduke. The Emperor 
agreed to an armistice, and preliminaries were 

signed 
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«lgmd on the lath of April, without even 
the consent or knowledge of the British 
^cabinet. . 

The Venetian government, long the boast 
of Italy, having taken a decided part with the 
AustrianSy was easily subverted and revolu* 
tionized. The Genoese shared tlie same 
fiite, and the Cisalpine Republic, erected on 
the conquest of the Duchy of Milan^ was 
enlarged and strengthened. 

The Bristish ministry, agreeable to the 
prevalent^ wishes of the nation, again oflfered 
to negotiate, and Lord Malmesbury and Le 
Tourney met at Lisle, His Lordship de- 
manded the cession of the Cape of Good 
Hope, the island of Trinidad, Ceylon, and 
the settlement of Cochin, in lieu of the ter- 
ritories which were to be , restored to the 
French; but the republican minister peremp- 
torily urged a dereliction of all our conquests, 
besides a reserve of requisition ; and, on his 
Lordship's positive refusal, he was again dis- 
missed.* 

A de- 

* Notwkbstanding the apparent disagreement, a treaty 
might have been concluded by m1itualcouccsa\olA,\£^!cA 

If 2 i:>\t^\At 
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' A declaration froin his Majesty announcei' 
the failure of the late negotiation, and aba 
new proofs of the hostile spirit of the rulew 
of the French Republic. " He asserted his 
eager desire of terminating a war so destruct- 
ive in its progress, and so burthensome in iti 
success: and, though his claims had been 
strenthened and confirmed by recent • suc- 
cess, 

Dirrctor Barras, with the assistance of Reubd, and Li 
Revcillere Lepaux, had not so far influenced the m^or 
part of the legislature, as to enforce the banishment of a 
great number of the National Representatives. 
■ • The success alluded to by his Majesty, was Admi- 
ral Duncan's memorable victory over the Dutch. They 
had been, blocked up all the summer in the Texel. 
Taking the advantage, however, of Admiral Duncan's 
absence, De Winxer sailed to reinforce llie French fleet, 
and hoped to elude the vigilance of the English ; but 
Capt. Trdlope, left on purpose to watch their motions, 
made signals, which were happily observed by the Ad- 
miral, who immediately ordered a general chase. Dc 
Winter, finding an engagement inevitable with honor 
and safety, formed a line between €amperdowc and Kg" 
mont. The British Admiral, sensible of the advantage 
of getting between the Dutch ships and the shore, made 
signals for bearing up, breaking the enemy's line, and 
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cess, he was yet ready, if the calamities of 
war would thea be closed, to conclude peace 
on the same moderate and equitable princi* 
pies and terms, which he h^d before pro* 
posed." 

Soon after this signal victory of Admiral 
Duncan's, a definitive treaty between the £m- 

•ngaging them to leeward. Admiral Onslow*8 division 
£rst commenced the attack, and "both parties fought with 
great bravery. Admiral Duncan soon passed the line, 
and was closely engaged for two hours. De Winter^ 
^er the loss of 250 of his crew^ his ship dismasted and 
disabled^ surrendered. The Dutch Vice- Admiral, Rayo- 
tes, was wounded, and obliged to strike his flag to Admi- 
ral Onslow. One of the Dutch ships took fire^ but the 
flames were happily extingvushed, and she was captured. 
Six other ships of the line and two frigates were taken. 
De Winter had twenty -one sail of the line, and. Admiral 
Duncan only sixteen. The death of Capt. Surges of the 
Ardent, a gallant and deserving officer, was particularly 
regretted. 

His Majesty, in consideration of this, and other signal 
naval victories, ordered a general thanksgiving. Th« 
King, accompanied by both houses of Parliament, repaired, 
on the 19th of December, to St. Paul's, in solemn pro- 
cession i and the colors, taken from the vanquished 
fleets, were carried before their Sovereign by his gallant. 

leamen. 

M 3 peror 
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peror of Germany and the French RepuUie^ 
was signed at Campo-Fonnio. France gaiofld 
the Netherlands, the Venetian Islands in tiM 
Levant, and the territories in Albania, The 
Emperor reserved the city of Venice and die 
principalities of that state, but he renounced 
all right to the Milanese, and acknowledged 
the independence of the Cisalpine Republic. 
A part of Bavaria was annexed to the Aus- 
trian territories, and the left bank of the 
Rhine was fixed as a boundary to France* 
The states, injured by these ^bridgnoents^ 
were to be indemnified by the grant of other 
territories within the empire. 

The French Directory, their armies un- 
employed, declared their intention of at* 
tempting a descent on the British coast. 
Formidable preparations, as if such an inten- 
tion really prevailed, though it has turned 
out to be a mere bravado, took place in the 
ports of Holland, Flanders, and France. 
During these gasconading menaces, the Bri- 
tish Pariiament re-assembled. His Majesty, 
in his speech, " attributed the failure of (he 
negotiations to the evasive conduct, the un- 
* warrantable 
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warntt^table pret6ndi(H)»^ end the i»jDfdioate 
wnbitioa of the French Republic ; and^ in 
particular, to their inveterate animosity 
against these kingdom^^ His Majesty, being 
compelled to persex'ere in hostilities^ had the 
satisfaction of knowing that the country pos<- 
sessed means and resources popoitioned to 
the nature and demands of the contest* The 
state of the war (continued his Majesty) 
would admit some diminution of cbai^^, 
but a heavy expetioe was ibttU unitvoidftble ; 
and the true value of any temporary sacrifices 
could only be estimated by comparing them 
Df^ith the importance of effectually siipporting 
public credit, and codvinciag the foe of the 
continued spirit and undiminished power of 
the nation.*' 

In the debates on the address, the Marquis 
of Lansdowa contended^ that he sav^ no 
remedy for national evtls^ but n chadgeof 
men and measures. Earl Fitzwiiliam was 
inimical to all interference with the French 
Republic, but that of hostility. Lord Mul- 
grave approved of the ponduct and systcto of 
administration. Mr. NichoU dfttadftl <he 

M 4 con- 



173 AKNTALS or OEOtlGE III* 

Consequences of a protracted war, while Sir 
William Young sanctioned a vigorous prose- 
cution of it.* 

After the pa|>ers, relative to the conference, 
had been investigated by both Houses, Lord 
Grenville proposed a vote of address, sanc- 
tioning the conduct of their Sovereign, and 
criminating that of the enemy. The address 
was assented to by both Houses, and it 
passed without a division. 

Mt. Pitt now brought forward his scheme 
of a new and general tax, ^ which weuld 
greatly diminish the amount of that loan, 
which otherwise would be requisite. The 
exigencies of the state for the ensuing 
year amounted to twenty millions and a 
half. He proposed a loan of twelve millions, 
seven of which should be paid within the 
year, as a fresh tax. This impost was to be 
regulated by the assessed taxes of the present 



• The Duke of Bedford, Mr. Fox, and some other 
senators, had discontinued parliamentary attendance, al- 
ledging the inutility of contending againsf such formid- 
able m^orities. 

year. 
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yiean" Those charged for horses, dogs, caN 
riages, and male servants, besides houses 
and windows, would be liable to a treble as- 
sessment, in addition to what they at present 
paid, provided the old duty did not exceed 
£^5. Those of smaller income would be 
less burdened. Tradesmen would be par- 
ticularly favored, and some would not pay 
more than the 120th part of their income. 
This onerous act did not pass without oppo- 
sition. It was censured by some senators as 
Hseverely oppressive, and unequal in its pro- 
visions. By others it was hailed, as a ju- 
dicious and serviceable measure. Few of 
the Peers opposed the bill, and it soon passed 
both Houses. The Habeas Corpus bill was 
again suspended. 

A. D. 1798. The supplies to answer the 
demand of different services, were now en- 
creased to a&28,490,000, and finally, they 
arose to 5^35,000,000, An additional duty 
was imposed on tea and salt, a new tax on 
armorial bearings, and on various articles 
under the head of customs. 

Mr. Pitt, to strengthen the public credit, 

and 
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and reduce the funded capital, brought in 1 1 ^ 
bill for the redemption of the land-ta& | ^ 
From this plan he proposed that the iiidi* 
vidual should derive the benefit of'laaded 
security ; and, besides a saving of j£4OO)000 
per annum to the state, a great relief would 
arise to the funds. A bill also passed for tht 
more effectual manning of the navy ; * afr 
other enabled the King to accept the services 
of such of the militias-men as might be Will- 
ing to assist in restoring the tranquillity oC 
Ireland ; and also a bill to check tbd licen- 
tiousness of writers in newspaperdf by secur- 
ing responsibility. Many individuals^ during 
this session, were taken into custody, add 
lodged in different prisons, on suspicion of 
being disaffected to government. James 
0*Coigly, an Irish catholic, with four oth«rs,f 

were 

♦ In discussing tbis bill, Mr. Pitt threw out some un- 
gnarded expressions, which produced a challenge fh>in 
Mr. Tierney. They both fired, but neither party was 
wounded, 

+ Arthur O'Connor, of notorious memory, was cm© 
thai was tried. Though many British senators appeared 

in 
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Were tried at Maidstone, on the charge of 
Mving attempted to pass over to France 
with traitorous intention ; but they were all 
acquitted, save O'Coigly, who was convicted 
and su6fered death. 

Repeated, though unavailing attempts were 
made in both Houses to effect an enquiry 
into the affairs of Ireland. The minority con- 
tended, that the disturbances in that country 
originated in the improper conduct of minis- 
ters, and, that their reluctance to an investi- 
^tion, cu-gued a consciousness of their de- 
merits. 

The united Irishmen still continued their 
intrigues. Their views, however, were coun- 
teracted by the vigilance of government and ^ 
by the enactment of rigorous laws. After 
tRe unsuccessful expedition of Heche's, the 
insurgents were flattered with hopes of an 
armament from Holland, and some regiments 

ia his behalf, and boldly asrerted his innocence and 
honor^ yet his criminality has since been sufficiently 
proved ; as^ at the present moment, this disaffected Hiber- 
nian holds a commission in the French service. 

were 
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were actually embarked, but, from the dread 
of a British fleet, they were hastily put (» 
shore. 

Lord Edward Fitzgerald,* Emmet, M*Ne- 
vin, and others of their leaders, were appre- 
hended at Dublin ; and this, with otbet 
strong measures of government, hastened tl^^ 
explosion of their rebellious intention^* 
Some disaffected subjects, who had entered 
into the society with traiterous intentions 
intimated to the Lord Lieutenant, the inten 
tion of a general insurrection. This season- 
able communication saved the capital from^ 
imminent danger.f 

Three 

• Lord Edward Fitzgerald escaped, but he was after- 
wards discovered^ and, making a desperate resistance, was 
mortally wounded. 

■f" In some parts of the kingdom, rebellion, with all its 
sanguinary havock, displayed its horrid features. A party 
of catholics, armed with pikes, surprised and aiassacred 
many peaceful inhabitants of a town named Prosperous. 
1 hey also attacked Naas; but were repulsed with the 
loss of upwards of 100 of their followers. A more dc. 
cisive action tcok place near Dunlavin, where thehr loss 

exceeded 
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Three French frigates, on the eve of the 
expiring rebellion, appeared in the Bay of 
Killalla, having lOOO troops on board, under 
command of Humbert, formerly a private, 
but now a field officer. This handful of 
xnen jalarmed the whole country. Humbert, 
profiting by the consternation, and the ♦ ex- 
aggerated 

exceeded 300. A conflict on thjs hill of Taragh proved 
^tal to 350 of the insurgents, and also to 400 at Gather* 
low. 

The catholics of Wexford, headed by a priest, com- 
menced hostilities, and successfully attacked Enniscorthy. 
Wexford, weakly garrisoned, and even many of the in- 
habitants disaffected, was evacuated by our troops- After 
repeated conflicts, a numerous party of the rebels attadrad 
Ross, and were expelled with the loss of 1500 of tfadr 
inen, and 250 of our men were either killed, wounded. 
Of lost. A most atrocious massacre was committed by 
some fugitive rebel ruflians. They inhumanly butch- 
ered upward of 200 protestants, confined at Scillabogue. 
The town of Arklow was vigorously contested, but tiie 
Febels were finally routed. The Durham Fencibles, by 
their courage and fineness, acquired no inconsiderable 
credit in these conflicts. 

* Vin^ar-hill was the principal scene of their vlndic- 
tive barbarities. It was forced, however, by General 
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aggemted report of his force, inarched ta 
/ Castlebar, where he successfully en^ged 
General Lake.* Flushed with success, he 
proceeded to Sligo, and routed a detachmefit 
near Colloony. 

The Marquis of Comwallis was advancing 
with a considerable force, while General Lak^ 
took^another rout to intercept the invaders. 
A part of his troops overtaking the rear-guard 
of the French at Ballimanuck, an engagement 
ensued, and 200 of them threw down their 

Lake^ but by far the greater part ef the rebels escaped bjr 
flight- On the approach of the royal army, the rebels 
evacuated Wexford, after having sacrificed many of the 
friends of government. A rapid dispersion took place, 
yet outrage and violence were not wholly subsided. On 
the appointment of the Marquis of Cornwallis, as Lord 
Camden's successor, the rebellion considerably subsided. 
After the apprehension of Harvey and Colclough, in a 
cave, in one of the Saltee Islands, and of other principals 
in the rebellion, a proclamation of pardon was issued | 
and though it made some exceptions, promoted the res» 
toration of tranquillity. Harvey and Colclough were ex- 
ecuted. 

* Several, whose duty it was to make a resolute oppo- 
sition, took an opportunity to desert. 

arms. 
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mnnn Tbe appearance of the remainder of 
the amoy) intimidated the French into sm 
Dpcpnditional surrender. The Irish rebels fled 
in all directions^ and severely suffered in 
Aeir precipitate retreat. Only three British 
soldiers were killed, and a very few wounded.* 
The boundless rage for dominion, urged 
the French Republic to violate their agree* 
ment with the Pope^ f and to erect the epis- 
copal territories into a dependent common*^ 
wealth. * They curtailed the privileges of 
their Batavian allies into a state of more im<« 
plicit submission, than at their first commence- 
ment of democratic fraternity. They also 
nubjugated, after a fruitless resistance, the 
Cantons of Swits^rland. 



* Sir John Borlase Warren happily defeated a second 
hostile armament intended for Ireland. He captured one 
•hip of the line and six Frlgateii i having on board a formid- 
able re-inforcement, and great quantities of stores. 
IVolfeTone^ a principal of the seditious society ^ was taken 
with the Freodi^ and condemned by a court-martial, 
but avoided, by tuictde, an ignominious death. 

f The d^oaed Pontiff* banished from his country^ 
died a prisoner in France. 

An 
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An expedition, under the command rf 
Major-General Coote, took place in the Ne- 
therlands. He landed with an inconskkf- 
able armament near Ostend, and prepared tt 
destroy the sluices of the Bruges canal. He 
executed his commission with small loMt 
but, as the wind and surf prevented the re- 
embarkation of the troops, they were necessh 
tated to form a defensive post on the o^nd^ 
hills. They were sooii attacked by a 8Upe« 
rior force, and though they defended them- 
selves with unparalleled bravery, their fr<mt 
was broken, and their flanks were completely 
turned. Thus perilously circumstanced, 
General Coote, who was wounded, called 
General Burrard to a consultation, and a 
general surrender was agreed upon. Our 
loss did not exceed 60, but 1 100 were made 
captives. 

The Republican Directory, anxious to co- 
Ionise Egypt, equipped an armament of 13 
ships of the line, many frigates, sloops and 
transports, crowded with troops, under the 
command of Bonaparte. The importance of 
the Isle of Malta urged this enterprising Ge- 
neral 
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neral to attempt its reduction. He prbcufed 
either by the pusiUanimity or the treachery of 
^ garrison, which might hav6 resisted many 
months, a surrender of their whole terri- 
tory from the knights. He now steered his 
course to the coast of Egypt, where, he 
hoped, by the conquest of the land of Pha- 
roah, to pave the way for the reduction of the 
fiiitish power in India. He soon subjugated 
Alexandria, and inhumanly massacred num- 
bers of the inhabitants. He defeated a body 
of the Mamelukes near the Pyramids, and 
reduced Grand Cairo. 

A British squadron, under the command 
of the intrepad Nelson, after a long and te* 
dious search for the Republican fleet, dis- 
covered it in the Bay of Aboukir, near the 
mouth of the Nile. The two hostile fleets 
were equal in number, but the weight of 
metal, a»d numbei' of men were greatly in 
favor of the French.* Captain Foley, in the 



♦ The French had also Ac advantage of situation, and 
the protection of a range of gun-boats, and some forniid* 
able battles. 

N Goliah, 
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Goliah, near the close of the day, commefloelj 
the action, by attacking Le Guerrier, whick 
was soon disabled. By the spirit, chiefly, d 
the same active commander, Le Conqoe- 
rant was reduced to a similar state. The 
Vanguard, Nelson's flag-ship, then took tt 
active part in the engagement; and whet 
the gallant Admiral was wounded in the 
head, his captain (now Sir Edward Benjf) 
ably supplied his place. L'Orient, the Bo> 
publican's flag-ship,* was engaged with tivo 
English ships ; she at length took fire, aad 
blew up. The awe produced from the ex- 
plosion of this large vessel of 113 guns, 
suppressed for a while the sanguinary con«< 
flict ; but it was soon renewed, and finally 
terminated in the capture of nine ships of 
the line, besides the burning of the Timo- 
leon, and of a frigate, and the sinking of 
another ship of war. In this signal victory, 
not more than S 1 8 of our brave countrymen 
suffered, and 677 were wounded. The Re- 
publicans lost their admiral, and their killed 
and wounded are supposed to have been 
at least 4^00. This splendid triumph ex* 

tended 
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tended the gallant admiraFs fame to everj 
part of the globe, and crowned the intrepid 
combatants, who manned the fleet, with 
wreaths of immortal honor. It was long the 
chief topic of conversation, long the theme of 
panegyric. The Grand Signor, though only 
a nominal sway in Egypt, provoked by the 
invasion, declared war against the Republic. 

An armament sailed for the reduction of the 
island of Minorca, and an immediate descent 
was effected. A ^anish force threatened to 
surround the first invading division, but they 
were soon repelled, and the remainder of the 
troops landed without opposition. General 
8tuart summoned the Governor to surrender. 
Ifitimidated at the erection of two formid- 
able batteries, and the appearance of a naval 
armament, the garrison capitulated, and the 
island reduced without the loss of a man. 

But, such 3re the chequered scenes of war, 
that while the English subjugated one island, 
they lost the territories they had for some 
time retained in St. Domingo. The fury of 
idisease, and the resistance of the French, 
mulattoes, and negroes, rendered furjther ac« 

N 9 quisition 



N 
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quisition impracticable. Th^, tfaereforet 
determined to surrender Port-au*Prince and 
St Marc, to Touiasaint, a Negritian com- 
mander, who bad almost annihilated the 
French in the island, and in the course of the 
year the English evacuated every other post 

Flushed with the brilliant victory of About 
kir, and the prospect of assistance from the 
Russians and Turks, his Majesty spoke with 
confidence on the repeated deliverance of 
Europe. The majority of Parliament coin^^ 
eidedwith the royal sentiments, and dis- 
countenanced all pacific measures. 

Mr Pitt now brought forward a general 
lax on income.* All whose income was 

under 

* Mr. Pitt's data, upon which he founded an estimate 
of its produce, was as follows : He estimated the annual 
rent of the landed property in England and Wales, at 
4^5,000,000. The tithes he valued at #^4,006^000, 
the rent of houses at j£5, 000,000, and the profits of 
liberal professions at 4^2,000,000 ; and on all thde 
heads he expected an eighth from Scotland. Income 1^ 
yond the seas might be stated at j^5, 000,000; annuities 
£rom the funds at 4^12,000,000 3 the profito of com* 
merce at 4^ l2|000,eoo 5 those of internal trade, mecbani* 

cal 
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under £60 per annum, were exempt from 
paying more than the taxes they have already 
paid; but those, whose income exceeded 
that sum, should contribute in proportion of 
ten per cent. ; others, who had ^200 per 
annum, a tenth of their revenue. This new 
impost was warmly opposed in the Commons, 
but triumphantly became an operative law. 

A. D. 1799. The dissentions in Ireland 
induced the British cabinet to attempt an 
union of the parliaments of England and Ire- 
land. This political measure had been re* 
commended by some able writers^ as well as 
by many parliamentary speakers. A union 
between the two kingdoms would undoubt- 
edly strengthen both, and so improve and 
concentrate their resources and their power, 
as to enable them to defeat all hostile at- 
tempts. Mr. Sheridan, in an animated 
speech, opposed the . bill. Mr. Pitt elo- 
quently supported its propriety. " That a 
permanent connection between England and 

cal exertioos and iodustrj, at sS28fiOOy0O0 } prodacihg 
an aggregate sum of j^l02>000>000. And from this 
fevcnue he expected the supplj of ^iO^OOOflOO. 

N 3 Ireland 
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Ireland was essential to the true ioterest^ ^ 
both) and that, unless the existing connect 
tion should be in^proved, there was a great 
risque of separation, he had strong reason. to 
believe. The settlement of 1789, he said^ 
was so imperfect, that it substituted nothing 
for that system which it demolished : and it 
Was not considered as final, even by the mi» 
nisters of the time. It left two independent 
legislatures, connected only with the identit]^ 
of the executive power ; a very insufficient 
tie, either in war or peace ; inadequate to 
the consolidation of strength, or to the mutual 
participation of political and commercial be- 
nefits. The case of the.regency exhibited a 
striking instance of the weakness of the con* 
nection; and, if the two parliaments had 
differed on the subject of the war, the danger 
of a disjunction would have been seriously 
alarming. Great Britain had always felt a 
common interest in the safety of Ireland; 
but that interest was never so obvious and 
urgent, as when the enemy attacked the 
former realm, through the medium of the 
latter. The French had shown, by their con- 
duct, 
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|iuct, that they deemed Ireland the most 
vulnerable part of the empire : and this cdn- 
3ideration alone ought to force the adoption 
of a measure, which would tend to strengthen 
and secure that country. She would secure 
to herself protection in the hour of danger ; 
the most effectual means of increasing her 
commerce, and improving her agriculture, 
the command of the English capital, the in- 
fusion of English manners and English indus- 
try, necessarily tending to ameliorate hei" 
condition. That she would see the avenue 
to honors, to distinctions, and exalted situa- 
tions in the general seat of empire, opened to 
all/ those, whose abilities and talents enabled 
thepfx to indulge^ an honorable and laudable 
ambition/' Mr. Pitt further observed, " that 
the question was not what Ireland would 
gain, but what she would preserve ; not 
merely how she Height best improve her situ- 
ation, but how she might avert a pressing and 
immediate danger.^^ Lord Hawkesbury con- 
tended, that nothing but an union would re- 
move the radical evils of Ireland. Mr. Dun- 
das defended the. bill. " He particularised 

N 4 ^^« 
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the advantages of the Scottish \m'\on^ and alf 
ledgedy that the confidence wh ich ought tosub- 
sist between the governors and the governed, 
could only be established under the auspieei 
of an imperial legisl^^ture, which would be 
free from the apprehensions and anioKmitiei 
ipterwoven with the frame of the Irish parlia^ 
ment, arising from the opposition betweea 
the power and the population of the coun- 
try/^ 

Mr« Pittas plan for the Union being sub^ 
initted to the house in eight propositiona, a 
majority of 13 j voted for their being referred 
to a general committee. In the Lords, Lord 
Grenville discussed the bill in a long speech^ 
which gave general satisfaction. He con- 
tended, " that the pretended bond of con- 
nection between Ireland and this kingdom, 
was not merely imperfect, but was absolutely 
null.^ He illustrated this point by referring 
to the chief branches of the prerogative^ in 
which the identity of the sovereign of the 
two realms could not enforce a desirable 
unity of action^ Under such a system, he 
said, there was no security for the conn^tion. 

The 
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The general interest, therefore, required new 
arrangements, and the evils of Ireland, in 
particular, called for the application of a 
speedy remedy. He traced the origin of 
th^se divisions and animosities, which had 
retarded, in that country, the progress of 
civilization ; attributed the late rebellion to 
the influence of Jacobinical principles ; and 
contended, that nothing but a legislative 
union would furnish an effectual antidote to 
the poison of such doctrines, or correct the 
radical vices of the government The Earl 
of Moira and Lord Holland advised the minis- 
try to relinquish it, because it was obnoxious 
to the Irish. The Marquis of Lansdown 
approved of the ministerial scheme. Lord 
Mulgrave, the Earls of Carlisle and West- 
morland, were of the same opinion ; and the 
resolutions were adopted by the House. 

Prior to the address beiug voted, Mr. Fos- 
ter, speaker of the House of Commons of 
Ireland, violently reprobated the scheme as 
injurious to the freedom and prosperity of 
that countey. Mr. G. Ponsonby took the 

same 
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same side of the question, and detailed tkt 
ill consequences of the pending bilL 

The opposition which the Union Bill met 
with in Ireland, did not so far operate witfa 
administration as to produce a dereliction ci 
the object, yet it procrastinated the business; 
and they thought it more prudent to wait, 
than at present to enforce the final detenni^ 
nation of the bill. 

During the impending alterations on the 
Union, the schemes of the malecontents in 
both kingdoms were examined by a commit* 
tee of the British House of Commons. The 
result produced an act for suppressing the 
London Corresponding Society, and also 
other clubs considered as hostile to the 
constitution, and for the more effectual sup- 
pression of sedition. An alliance with the 
Emperor of Russia was now finally arranged. 
That potentate agreed to employ 45,000 men 
against the French, in consideration of a sub- 
*sidy from Great Britain. The Commons, 
after some reflections on the lavish expendi* 
ture of the pqblic money, and on the im- 
policy 
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jK>licy of continuing the war, voted ^895,000 
to subsidise the Russians, the Portuguese and 
the Swiss* 

When the cessation of hostilities took 
place between the Emperor of Germany and 
fhe French Republic, it was the general 
opinion, that the treaty would not long re» 
main permanent* It was considered that 
the £mperor, in consenting to a treaty, 
rather sought a respite, than a permanent 
peace. Thef French Republic, by their re- 
peated encroachments on the right of nations, 
furnished him with a plausible pretext for 
re-armidg ; and the preparations of Russia, 
and the persuasions of Great Britain, con- 
firmed him in hi^ hostile intentions. The 
French Directory, "while the Russians were 
on their march, importuned tlie Emperor and 
the Diet to enforce their retreat, but finding 
all remonstrances ineffectual, they re*com*- 
menced hostilities, and engaged the Austri- 
ans near Loire. 

Italy a second time became the seat of 
war. The French in the preceding winter 
)iad dispossessed the King of Sardinia of 

Pied. 
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Piedmont, and formed it into a repubfie* 
They also invaded the dominions of tfie 
King of Naples, made themselves masters of 
Capua, and soon after of his capital. They 
seized on the principality of Tuscany, andi 
for pretended acts of perfidy, deposed its so- 
vereign. 

In the Veronese, General Kray rescued 
Verona from their power, routed them near 
Magnan, and harassed them by his peraever* 
ance and activity. The Russian General, 
Souvoroff, having joined the Austrians, storm* 
ed the posts near Adda, completely defeated 
Moreau, and triuinphantly entered Milan. 
The confederates reduced Mantua, Turin, 
and Alexandria, and prevailed in an obsti- 
nate conflict in the Modenese and at Novi. 

The Neapolitans, by the assistance of Bri- 
tish seamen, and of several other nations, 
actively exerted themselves. Captain Trou- 
bridge captured Fort St. Elmo, retook Na- 
ples, and was afterwards instrumental to a 
counter-revolution in the Roman state. The 
spirit of an enraged nation effected a similar 
change in Tuscany. General Souvoroff, 

after 
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tifteir his fortunate career in Italy, marched Into 
Switzerland. Massena engaged the Rusmao 
General, and impeded his progress. He 
mlso checked Korsakoff, and perfectly secured 
Switzerland. 

In Egypt, Bonaparte was busily engaged 
in counteracting the efforts of the Egyptian 
Bays. He invaded the Holy Land, pro- 
ceeded into Syria, and besieged Acre. 
Though not fortified, it was heroically de- 
fended by Sir Sidney Smith. The Turks, 
animated by his example, made repeated sor- 
ties, and repelled the most vigorous attacks 
of the French ; and, after a siege of two 
months, forced the dispirited foe to abandc^ 
the enterprise. But the Ottoman troofMi 
were not so successful ; they engaged Bona* 
parte in Egypt, where they were completely 
defeated. 

A new war commenced m India, but it 
was of short duration, though in its progress 
and decision, important. On the departure 
of the republican armament for Egypt, tba 
commissioners for the affairs of India, alarm- 
ed for our Asiatic territories, dispatched a 

fleet 
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fleet and troops for their defence. The Eail 
of Mornington,thc preset Marquis Wellestef, 
then Governor-General, had been veryas* 
siduous in counteracting the hostile intentioni 
of the restless Tippoo, who had repeatedly 
evaded his Lordship's offers of negotiation.* 
He accordingly gave orders for the march of 
the troops, and also sent intelligence to the 
commander of the British naval armament oo 
the Malabar coast, and to the allies of the 
company, that he considered the Britiah go- 
vernment in India, in a state of hostility widi 
that of Maissour. About 18,000 men, most* 
)y native Indians, marched from the coast ci 
Coromandel, under the command of General 
Harris ; and being reinforced by the Nizam 
troops, he reduced some forts on the frontiers 

* Tippoo had received a reinforcement from the Mao^ 
ritius^ and a promise of assistance from Zeman Shah, 
King of Candahar. Finding the Govemor-Genergl 
would no longer be trifled wi^h, he gave a reluctant aft> 
sent to the admission of an envoy ; but this was only an 
artifice to gain time, as it was no secret, that he had re« 
ceatly dispatched ambassadors to the Executive Direo- 
tory of France. 

of 
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of Maissour. In the meantime, Tippoo en* 
gaged a brigade from the Bombay establish- 
ment, under the command of Lieutenant* 
General James StUArt. The great superio- 
rity of the Sultan's force did not insure them 
victory : they were defeated with no incon* 
/siderable loss. This brilliant success reflects 
credit on the General, and his handful of 
men* 

Tippoo now advanced to meet the grand 
army ; he engaged the right wing near Ma- 
iavelli ; the conflict, which was not very san- 
guinary, ended in the defeat of the Maissou- 
riana« On General Harris's approach to Set 
ringpatam, a second, and equally as favor- 
able a conflict took place. 

Tippoo had neglected to take the proper 
measures for obstructing the enemy's march, 
or of intercepting their supplies of provisions. 
General Harris now prepared to besiege the 
town, and his operations were prompt and 
vigorous. As soon as a sufficient breach was 
made, arrangements took place for an assault. 
The troops advanced in the heat of the day, 
and having passed the Caveri, approached 

thi» 
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the rampart. Seijeant Graham led the for* 
lorn hope with an animated countenance; 
but, while he was fixing the color-staff on 
the breach, he was shot through the head. 
The alarmed Sultan hastened along the ram« 
part, and found his soldiers retreating from 
the grenadiers, who had rushed through the i 
breach. He endeavoured to rally the fugi- 
tives, but British impetuosity was irresistible. 
The harassed Prince had received several 
wounds ; and, in aiming a blow at a soldier 
who was seizing his swcHrd-belt, be was killed 
by a ball which struck him on the temple. 
When all opposition ceased, the victorious 
officers eagerly repressed the violence of 
their men. Desultory acts of depredation 
could not be prevented, but the wealth of the 
palace was reserved for regular distribution. 

A division of the subjugated country en« 
sued. The Nizam and the Mahrattas shared 
in the Sultan's dominions. A part was as* 
signed to a prince of that family, who had 
imjustly been robbed of his power by Tippoo s 
usurpation ; and the territories of the £ast 
India Company were also considerably aug* 
4 mented. 



AiJNALS bF (iEORCJE 111. 19? 

tnented. This signal victory secured the 
British interest in India^ and gaVe the Com- 
pany d. decided superiority over the princes 
of the East 

An expedition, pripf to thS intelligence df 
our success in India, was planned for the re- 
duction of the United States. After a series 
of tedious preparations, and st further delay 
from unfavorable weather, Sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby, the commanderi, effected a descent 
on the coast of North Holland. A French 
and Dutch, armament, of upwards of 7000, 
engaged the British forces ; a smart conflict 
ensued, but the advantage wad in favor of 
the English. The enemy lost upwards of 
1000 men ; and of the British combatants^ 
about 450. The enemy saved Sir Ralph the 
trouble of attacking the Helder fort, which 
it was his intention to have done the next 
morning, by a precipitate retreat in the night, 
and with the loss of a considerable train of 
artillery. They also abandoned a naval ma- 
gazine, jtnd 13 ships Of war, besides the In- 
diamen taken without resistance. Admiral 
Mitchell then prepared to enter the harbour 

o of 



i; 



198 ANNAL9 OF GEORGE III. 

of the Texel^ and his appearance alarmed the 
Hollanders.* Having summoned Admiral 
Story, the Dutch commander, to hoist the 
flag of the Prince of Orange, he promised 
to deliver up his fleet, as his men refused to 
fight. The majority of the Hollanders were 
inimical to the restitution of the Stadtbolder, 
and that political animosity was farther 
heightened by the commercial rivalship to 
obstruct the success of the English. The 
greater part of the inhabitants threatened a 
resolute resistance ; and the protracted delay 
*of the reinforcements gave the French an op- 
portunity of providing for the support of 
their allies. 

The British troops for several days had no 
other shelter than from trenches dug out of 

* The Hollanders did not think it possible, to use the 
Admiral's own words, that we could so soon have laid 
down the buoys, and led down to them in line-of-battk, 
in a channel where they themselves go through, but with 
one or two ships at a time. 

The captured ships were 12 in number, and 8 of 
them from 54 to 74 guns. About the same time, the 
Hollanders lost theu* settlements on the Surinam river^ in 
South America. 

ihc 
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the sand, but they found better quarters in 
their progress. ' Prior to the artival.of the 
Duke of Yorkj the English were attacked by 
12,000 men ; but so strong was the post of 
•the Zuyp) and so vigorously defended,* that 
the French retreated with the loss of 800 
men, while the English did not exceed SOO. 

The Duke of York, and a Russian arma- 
ment, now arrived. As the allied army 
Was daily gaining strength, the Duke thought 
it adviseable to come to an immediate 
engagement. The Russians made great 
havock, and pushed forward to Bergen. Sir 
Ralph's column penetrated to Hoorn, and 
the two remaining columns were equally as 
successful; but the rash confidence of th« 
Russians exposed them to such danger, thiat 
the retreat f of the whole force became ex« 
pedient. 

* In this engagement the Guards emizxentlj^ exerted 
themselves. They fought with distinguished prowesi^ 
«nd made great havoc on a column of the French. 

+ In this conflict the French lost upwards of 20po 
xiaen, killed and wounded, and 3000 prisoners. TJbe 
Elng \i, about 1000 in killed^ wounded^ or captured^ and 

the Russians^ 2000# 

o 3 J» 
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As soon as the inclemency of the weatbdr 
permitted another action, the army advanced 
to -the attack in four colu mns. Several severe 
and well-contested conflicts took place, and 
mostly in favor of the English. But after the 
last action, which also terminated to their 
honor, as they were left masters of the fieU, • 
the allied army received considerable rein- 
forcements, and so strongly stationed, as to 
make it hazardous to renew the attack* This 
consideration, and the difficulty of procunng 
the necessary supplies, joined to the ruined 
state of the roads, determined the chief offi- 
cers to abandon the expedition. A conven- 
tion was adjusted between the commanders 
of the hostile armies ; they permitted the 
Duke and his army to retreat unmolested, on 
condition of delivering up 8000 French and 
Dutch prisoners, .taken prior to the present 
' campaign.* 

* The Duke had it in his power to secure a retreat, by 
inundajting North Holland ; but, as the measure wonU 
have greatly distressed the inhabitants, his Royal Hig^- 
uessf preferred to purchase a safe retreat, by the surrendcf 
of prisoners without exchange. 
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. The two councils had lately butiorbled' the ; 
French Directory, but they, in their tur^,- 
were violently attacked from the ambition of 
Bonaparte. Unexpectedly returning from- 
Egypt, he procured an appointment to the 
command of the Parisian guards, and 
strengthened his interest with the army and 
with the people, he forcibly dissolved the two 
assembhes. By the assistance of the artful 
Sieyes, they modelled the government at 
tbeir will ; and, though the name, and some 
qf the forms of q^epublic remained, Bona- 
parte became the sovereign of France, under 
the title of the First Consul. The terror of 
Ijis name, and his popularity with the 
soldiery, secured the assent of the people to 
the new constitution. 

The British Parliament met earlier than 
was custom£iry, chiefly to enable his Majesrty 
^' to avail himself of the voluntary services of 
the militia, ^^ to re-inforce the army in Hol- 
land. The bill soon passed, and after some 
financial arrangements. Parliament adjourned. 
During the recess, some interesting com- 

o 3 muni- 
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xttunicatiou» passed between our eoart and Ae 
new Consul. Willing to gratiff the republie 
with a cessation of hostilities, or, in the evait 
of a refusal, to throw a stigma on the Engiisb, 
Bonaparte addressed a letter to our sovereigQ. 
" Is the war, (continues the Consul), wbieh 
has nearly, for eight years, ravaged the four 
quarters of the world, to be eternal ? How 
can the two most enlightened nations ift 
Europe, whose strength and resources are 
more than sufficient to answer the demandi 
of safety and independence, sacrifice com- 
mercial prosperity, public welfare, and pri* 
vate happiness, to fallacious ideas of great- 
ness ? Why are they so insensible to the at* 
tractions of peace, an object of primary ne- 
cessity, and of the first glory r These senti- 
ments (he flatteringly added) could not but 
inspire the heart of a prince, who, at the 
head of a free state, and whose sole view in 
the exercise of royalty, was to make his sub- 
jects happy. Franoe and Great Britain (he 
said) might long continue hostilities without 
exhausting the strength which they abused : 

but 
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but he would venture to affirm, that the fieite 
of all civilized nations depended on theater*- 
mmation of the war/' 

A, D. 1800. The power of the chief 
Consul was too early to suggest an idea of 
permancy. His Majesty, therefore, com* 
manded LordGrenville to transmit an answer, 
declining a negotiation to a period, when 
France might be deemed more fully compe- 
tent of supporting the relations of peace and 
amity. The minister Talleyrand answered 
some parts of Lord Grenville's note, and also 
renewed offers of negotiation. He denied 
that the French had been the aggressors, and 
retorted the charge upon the English. 

When these papers were laid before Parlia* 
ment, Lord Grenville enumerated the repeat- 
ed acts of Gallic injustice, and on the hazard 
of confiding in the professions of a govern- 
ment, who bad paid so little attention to 
their most solemn contracts. He reviewed the 
treaties concluded in the course of the war, 
not one of which, be contended, bad been 
preserved inviolate. But even suppose the 
First Consul should be sincere in his over- 

o 4 tures, 
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tures, there was no security for the contiDU'r 



ance of bis power, and his acts might be aQ< 
nulled by another usurper. He noticed the. 
disputed point of aggression, and concluded 
by moving an address to support bis Majesty 
in the prosecution of the war. 

The Duke of Bedford thought the presenti 
moment favorable to negotiation, and pro- 
posed such a modification of the address as 
suited his pacific ideas. The Earl of Car* 
lisle contended that the only prospect of 'se-. 
curity depended on a vigorous prosecution of 
hostilities. Bq^it was Lord Holland's opn 
nion, that there was a sufficient change in 
the principles of the French government to 
render a treaty more secure, than it would 
have been some months ago ; and that, if 
ambition characterised the First Consul, he 
saw no reason v/hy it should preclude nego- 
tiation, though it might claim attention in 
the adjustment of terms. Several peers 
spoke on the occasion. On a division, the 
address was voted by a majority of 86. 

Mr. Dundas proposed a similar address in 
the Commons. He censured, with great free? 

dom, 
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donj, the character of the First Consul, ancj 
the unchastened and dangerous spirit of 
the French government. Mr, Whitbread 
was favourable to the sincerity of Bonaparte, 
and advised an imn^ediate negotiation ; but 
Mr. Canning was of opinioq, thc^t a mor^ 
ijnfit season for treating would probably never 
occur. Mr. Pitt animadverted to the origir^ 
of the war, and iipputed \t solely to French 
aggression. He contended that our court 
h^d no concern in the promotion of a con-? 
federacy, before the year 1792 had nearly 
elapsed ; and that, even then, we only pro- 
posed a general concert for the establishment 
of peace, not for the propagation of war. 
He was of opinion, that we vv-ere too cautious, 
rather than too forward in our interference. 
It was the Jacobfn system which produced 
the war, not the jealousy or the hostile dispo- 
sition of the European powers. The French 
were the aggressors in every instance, and 
other nations were under the necessity of 
taking up arms in their own defence. The suc- 
cessive rulers of the Republic had acted upon 
ppe general principle of arbitrary encroach- 
ment ; 



S06 AVNAIS or GEORGE III. 



inent ; and the late change of goremom 
presented no hope of a cessation of the mkk 
chief, nor ofiered any security for negotia- 
tion. Mr. Fox maintained, that Great Bri* 
tain w{» the aggressor, and he was of the 
same opinion respecting the conduct aS 
Austria and Prussia. These powers bad 
made preparations for interfering in the in* 
temal affairs of France, and our abrupt dis* 
mission of M. Chauvelin, amounted to a de* 
claration of war. The address was sanoticm^^ 
ed by a majority of 201 votes, 

Mr. Sheridan moved for an enquiry into the 
origin and conduct of the expedition to Hol- 
land. He begged to be informed on what 
grounds, and from what information it was 
undertaken. He admitted the policy of at- 
tempting to rescue Holland from the do- 
minion of France ; but, before so many valu- 
able lives were risqued, the dispositions of 
the people, the defensible state of the coun- 
try, and the probability of success, ought to 
have been maturely considered. Mr. Dun- 
das extolled the importance of the capture 
of f^'^ Oi^tch 5f***^ whi'*^ ths F'''?r*^H intend- 

eti 
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ed to have employed in the invasion of Eng- 
land or of Ireland ; and he maintained, that 
the descent on Holland, by a diversion of 
force, considerably weakened their exertions 
in Germany and Italy. Mr. Sheridan^s en- 
quiry yras lost by a majority of 171. Lord 
Holland in the Upper House, brought for- 
ward a similar motion, but it was opposed 
by the Earl of Moira, as it m-ight lead to 
dangerous di^losures. The peer» disap^ 
proved of Lord Holland's motion : only six 
voted for it, whtie fifty appeared against it. 
Many various bills were sanctioned this 
session. An improvement was made in the 
income-tax. It tended to prevent the facil- 
ity of evading it, and to exact more from 
farmers. The suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus act was continued by a new bill ; the 
\ime for the redemption of the land-tax was 
ako extended. Some bills passed for lessen- 
ing the restrictions upon the trade of neutrals, 
and other commercial purposes. Different 
regulations^ to remedy the inconveniences 
arising from the high price of corn, were put 
in force. A bill ipt the suppression of adaU 

tery 
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tery passed the House of Lords, but was re^ 
jected in tbe Commons, as not likely to he 
^flfectual,* 

The union of the two pai'liaments of Eng- 
liand and Ireland was again re-^assumed. The 
Jdarquis of Cornwallis communicated to the 
Jri§h Peers and Commons, the resolutions as 
voted in the British Parliament in the-year 
1799, and a full developement of the scheme 
was given by I<ord Castlereagh.t Long and 

9pirite(i 

* Daring this session of parliainent, Hadfield, formerly 
ft private in a marching regiment^ fired a pistol at his Ma- 
jesty in one of the theatres, but happily without effect. 
Proofs of insanity were proved, as he had formerly been 
V^ounded in his head> AYhich occasioned a temporary dei 
rangement; he was, therefore,, acquitted^ 

+ The first article provided, that the twq realms shouldl 
be incorporated, under the appellation of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. The succession 
to the monarchy was continued, not altered, by tVk& 
second article. The fourth, assigned the represcntati^^"** 
of Ireland in the united legislature, to four spiritual 
twenty -eight temporal peers, and one hundred o 
moners. The fifth related to the union of'the cburc! 
The sixth tended to the adjustment of commercial 
eerns on a general basis of equality. The seventh, A :3C.< 
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'spirited debates took place; the thunder of 
eloquence attacked, but did not defeat the 
intended scheme. On a division, the union 
was sanctioned by a majority of 43. 

When the two Irish houses of Parliament 
had agreed to the articles, they voted an ad- 
dress, acquainting his Majesty, that they had 
cordially embraced the principle of incorpo- 
rating the two realms into one, by a complete 
legislative union ; thect they had been as- 
sisted by the resolutions of the British Parlia- 
ment in framing a plan of that kind, and that 
they were ready to give their final sanction, 
in concert with Great Britain, to the articles, 
which they now offered to their Sovereign. 

His Majesty, after communicating this 
address to both houses of Parliament, recom- 
mended them to complete the great work of 
union. After several weeks debate, all the 
articles were sanctioned. But in Ireland^ 

the amount of financial conlributlon at the rate of 15 
parts for Great Britain to 2 for Ireland ', and the eighth 
respected the continuance of the existing laws and courts 
q{ justice. 

these 
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these bilb did not pass without a renewal of 
spirited debated amohg the expiring parlia- 
ment. The progress of the Bill of Uoion in 
England, was not noted for any violent alter^ 
cation ; and, after its enactment, his Majesty 
-declared, ^* that he should ever consider this 
great measure as the happiest event of bis 
reign .'^ Indeed, all must candidly confess, that 
ft was one of the most judicious acts of this 
eventful reign ; and it is to be hoped, that its be- 
nefits may be attested by uniform experience. 

The French Consul, affecting to be the 
pacificator of Europe, had proposed to the 
Emperor of Germany, a renewal of negotia- 
tion ; but the success of the late campaign, 
and the influence of the British court, pre- 
vailed with the Emperor to continue hostili- 
ties. 

After repeated conflicts, the Austrian Ge- 
neral, Melas, successfully engaged Massena 
near Voltri, and confined the enemy within 
the walls of Genoa. A British squadron as- 
sisted in the blockade, and a scarcity of pro- 
visions greatly embarrassed the defenders. 
Disease became so prevalent, and hunger so 

urgent 
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Xtrgent, that Massena was under the neGe»- 
sity of soliciting an unmolested retreat. Bo- 
naparte earnestly desired to strike a decided 
blow in Italy. He accordingly dispatched 
Berther, with a strong armament, to pre- 
pare for his personal operations. Advancing 
into Piedmont, over the mountains of St. 
Bernard, the French drove their fugitive foes 
before them ; and, penetrating into the Mi- 
lanese, retook some of their principal towns. 
But at Marengo, they completely triumphed. 
At first the vigor of the Austrians was emi- 
nently predominant : they turned the wings 
of the French army, and forced the centre to 
fall back ; and Melas even flattered himself 
with hopes of cutting off the retreat of the 
the disordered troops : but, when Bonaparte, 
who was in the heat of the action, almost 
despaired of success, a corps de reserve came 
up, and changed tlie fortime of the day. 
The Austrians were checked in their career, 
and, though they exhibited prodigies of 
valor, yet, overpowered with numbers, they 
were finally routed. About 9000 were 

either 
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either killed, wounded, or made prisonersjf 
but not without considerable lossTon the part 
of the conquerors. This signal defeat ruin^ 
the hopes of the Emperor. He sued for an 
armistice, which was granted by the surrender 
of Genoa, Milan, Turin, and other fortresses. 
Several other conflicts took place, with con^* 
siderable loss on both sides. A negotiation 
took place, which produced preliminaries^ 
founded on the treaty of Campo Formio; 

British hosyMities this year were dhiefljr 
naval. They destroyed . the forts of Qui* 
beron on the coast of Bretagne; they dis-^ 
possessed the Dutch of the African island of 
Goree, and of the American island of Cura* 
coa. After a tedious blockade, the French 
were obliged to surrender Malta. Cadiz and 
Ferrol were menaced by a British armament, 
but the rage of disease, then prevalent in the 
garrison, and among the inhabitants, joined 
to the little prospect of success, prevailed 
with the commander to abandon the enter- 
prise. 

The Turks, now oor allies, took the fort of 

EI- 
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Bl-Arish by assault, and ♦ murdered 300 of 
the French garrison ; but a renewed offer, on 
the part of the French, proposed to surrender 
every town and fort they held in Egypt, on 
t»>ndition of a safe return to France, But 
the Lords of the Admiralty had given private 
instructions ^to Lord Keith, not to agree to 
any treaty which might leave the French 
troops at liberty to act in Europe, or which 
should not include the surrender of all the 
ships in the port of Alexandria. His Lord-^ 
ship, in consequence, withheld his sanction. f 
The republican troops now attacked and 
defeated the Vizier's army. As soon as the 
British ministry were informed that an agree-^ 
ment had been concluded, and that Sir Sid- 

* This wanton barbarity was In retaliation of the exe* 
crable inhumRnity of Bonaparte^ wbo^ four days after the 
reduction of Jaffa^ is said to have ordered 3,800 prisoners 
to be shot, notwithstanding the remonstrances of Gene* 
ral Kleber. 

+ This refusal was unfortunate and impolitic, as itpro* 
longed hostilities in Egypt, which might have been pre- 
vented by the eagerness of the French to execute the 

i 
treaty. 

F ney 
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ney Smith bad sanctioned it, they* sent 
immediate order for its ratification ; but 
came too late, for Menou, who had 
ceeded to the command of the army, 
Kleber's assassination by the Turks, lei 
to abandon the country. 

The pacific negotiations between 
French Republic and the Germanic Emm 
ror, drew from the British cabinet some ex- 
pressions of an amicable tendency ; and coo-' 
ferenc^ through the nledium of M, Otto, 
passed between the two courts; but the 
French insisted on a naval armistice, vxA 
were otherwise so unreasonable in their d& 
mands, that the British cabinet discontinued 
the correspondence. 

Some alarming disturbances took place in 
England, on account of the high price of 
corn* Some. trifling acts of violence were 
committed at Birmingham, and London ma- 
nifested clamorous multitudes ; but the pru- 
dent activity of the Lord Mayor prevented 
any violent outrages, ^is Majesty, ever at- 
tentive to alleviate the distresses of his sub- 
jects, proposed to parliament, " that the 

earliest 
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earliest and most ample encouragement 
should be given to the importation of every 
species of grain, and that steps should be 
taken for the permanent extension and im- 
provement of agriculture. His Majesty 
also recommended an enquiry into the state 
rf the laws, respecting the commerce which 
took place in various articles of provision, 
that undue combination and fraudulent prac* 
tices might be checqued, without encroach- 
ing on the rights of the dealers in these com- 
modities, or obstructing that established 
course of trade, which appeared to be requi- 
site for the proper supply of the markets. 
He was sorry to assert that peace at present 
was unattainable, without the sacrifice of 
those essential considerations, on the main- 
tenance of which, all its advantages must 
depend. 

In the House of Lords, the debates on the 
address were trifling. ''Lord Holland con- 
tended, that war and scarcity were too fre- 
quently inseparable companions ; and, after 
criminating his Majesty's ministers, he moved 
an amendment, stating, that a change of ad- 

P 2 minis- 
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ministration was necessary for the attainment 
of a safe and honorable peace. Lord Hobait 
said, that economy was the best, because it 
was the most certain remedy for the great 
evil of which the pdblic complained, but 
which, he thought, did not arise from the war. 
Lord Grenville was not inimical to an honor- 
able peace ; but, as the inconciliatoiy dispo- 
sition of the foe prevented us from obtainii^ 
it, he was convinced of the policy of con- 
tinuing the war. Lord Holland's amendment 
was rejected by a majority of 45. 

In the Commons^ Mr. Pitt and Mr. Grey 
were the chief speakers. Mr. Pitt affirmed, 
that the war was not the cause of the hi2:h 
price of provisions, as these articles bore a 
moderate price in several years of increased 
pressure from the weight of taxes ; the 
cause originated in the failure of the last 
year's produce ; and tlie late harvest, though 
not so scanty as the preceding, had not been 
remarkably abundant. The best expedients 
for reducing the price, seemed to be the en- 
couragement of importation, the practice of 
economy, and the use of various articles in 

lieu 
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lieu of bread. Mr. Pitt, on the subject c$ 
negotiation, justified the King's repugnance to 
a separate treaty, and censured the arrogance 
of an enemy, who insisted on the disjunc* 
tion of confederate powers, before he would 
condescend to treaf with them. Mr. Grey 
animadverted into the causes which bad im- 
paired the prosperity of the country, and had 
produced a rapid accumulation of misfortune. 
He hoped, that a blind confidence would no 
longer be reposed in men who were destitute 
of political wisdom, and whose inability and 
folly threatened the ruin of the state. He 
had reason to think that peace might hav^ 
been obtained at the beginning of the year, 
but the prospect was blasted by the obstinacy 
of the cabinet. The Commons, however, 
were of a diffetent opinion, and voted the 
address almost unanimously.* 

Several 

* His Majesty issued a proclamation recommending 
economj. ** He particularly exhorted all masters of fami- 
lies to reduce the consumption of breads by at least on& 
third of the quantity consumed in ordinary cases ; and in 
no case to suffer the same to exceed one quartern loaf f«r 

p 3 ' each 
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* Several bills passed on this occasion : one 
prohibited the use of grain in distillation, 
and the exportation of provisions in general. 
Another, for granting bounties on importa- 
tion, followed, and other regulations adopted. 
The Russian potentate, influenced by a 
fickleness of disposition, abandoned the con- 
federacy. He also expressed strong resent- 
ment against Great Britain, and inveighed 
against her maritime arrogance and encroach- 
ments. He laid an embargo on all the British 
vessels in his ports, even before the dispute 
respecting Malta originated. He, however, 
soon took off the embargo, bjat afterwards 
renewed it, under pretence of our detaining 
that island, which he claimed in conse- 
quence of the assumed authorky of Grand 
Master of the order of the Knights of St. 
John of Jerusalem. He even confined our 
seamen, and harassed them with rigorous 

• 

each person, in each week ; to abstain from the use of 
flour in pastry > and restrict the consumption of oats, and 
other grain, for the subsistence of horses.'* Some few 
families attended to this advice, but it was not strictly 
observed. 

treat- 
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Ireatment. He also proposed to the Odurtt 
of Denmark at\d Sweden, a renewal of those 
engagements of armed neutrality, \^hich 
the late Empress had planned daring thfe 
American war ; and a treaty tb this effect 
was signed at Petersburg. The Britii^ court 
resenting this eooduct, laid art embargo on 
the Russian, Danish, and Swedish ships, and 
prepared for the commencement of immediate 
hostilities, 

A. D. 1801. The Emp^l-or at Germany 
once more renounced the late prelittiinaries, 
and renewed the war. But the signal dis- 
comfiture at Hohenlinden, by Moreau ; the 
success of Augereau at Franconia, and the 
progress of the French in Italy, prevailed 
with him to sue for peace. A treaty was 
signed by Count Cobentzel, at Ltineville. All 
the Belgic provinces were ceded to France ; 
as were also the country of Falkenstein, the 
Frichstal, and all the Austrian territory on. 
the left bank of the Rhine, between Zurzach 
and Basle; the fortresses of Dusseldorf, 
Chrenbreitstein, Philipsburgh, Cassell, and 
Old Brisach were restored, and the Venetian 

p 4f territories 
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territories, agreeable to the former asago^ 
meDt, were confirmed to the Emperor. 

In this critical crisis, the first united parlia- 
ment of the two kingdoms, assembled at 
Westminster. His Majesty, in his address to 
both Houses, observed, '^ that he derived 
great satisfaction from being enabled, for the 
first time, to avail himself of the advice and 
assistance of the united parliament. This 
memorable aera, ( he said) distinguished by 
the accomplishment of a measure calculated 
to augment and consolidate ihe strength and 
resources of the empire, and to cement more 
closely the interests and affections of my sub- 
jects, will, I trust, be equally marked by 
that vigor, energy, and firmness, which the 
circumstances of our present situation pe- 
culiarly require. He animadverted on the 
unjust and violent proceedings of the Court 
of St. Petersburg, and censured the conven- 
tion lately concluded, as tending to establish 
by force a new code of maritime laws, incon- 
sistent with the rights, and hostile to the in- 
terests of this country.^' 

After noticing the necessary supplies, " he 

expressed 
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expressed to the Commons his confident 
hope, that the deliberations of both Houses 
would be uniformly directed to the great ob- 
ject of improving the benefits of the union, 
and of promoting, to the utmost, the pros- 
perity of every part of his dominions. He 
assured them of his cordial concurrence in 
their patriotic endeavours, and that they 
might rely on his availing himself of the 
earliest opportunity of terminating the pre- 
sent contest, on grounds consistent with our 
security and honour.'^ 

An address was moved by the Duke of 
JMontrose. He extolled the union as preg- 
nant with blessings to both kingdoms ; he 
exulted in our naval power, and he hoped, 
that their active exertions would disconcert 
the machinations of the northern confede- 
rates. Earl Fitzwilliam affirmed, that he 
could not sanction that part of the address, 
which tended to involve the country in new 
hostilities ; he therefore proposed an enquiry 
into the state of the nation, and into the 
conduct of the ministry. Earl Moira wish- 
ed to have the ground of the approaching 

hostilities 
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hostilities with the northern powere faiHy 
stated, before parliament sanctioned a war, 
which, perhaps, might be avoided without 
disgrace. The Lord Chancellor Eldon, dis- 
cussed the right of searching neutral vessels. 
He contended, that it was a part of the law 
of nations, originating from the rights of 
nature, which no convention could destroy, 
it was connected, he said, with the idea of 
self-defence ; for any nation, which, profes- 
sing to be neutral, should convey to our opea 
enemies the implements and stores of war, 
would, in fact, by furnishing the means of ' 
our destruction, become our enemy. Dere- 
liction of this right would be highly injurious, 
if not fatal to our maritime interests and 
naval glory. A new war would certainly be 
a great evil, but it would be less pernicious 
than the consequences of such a sacrifice as 
that which he now opposed. On a division, 
17 peers voted for an amendment, while 73 
voted for the original address. 

In the Commons, Mr. Grey contended, 
that the claims of our court ought to be ex- 
amined by the test of justice, before recourse 

^ should 
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should be had to sanguinary violence. Our 
naval ascendancy ought to be studiously pre- 
served, as the source of our glory, and the 
bulwark of our safety ; but he hoped, that' 
the maintenance of that distinction would 
never interfere with any claim inconsistent 
with the legitimate interests of other inde-' 
pendent nations, or with the substantial prin« 
ciples of justice and equity. Mr. Pitt main- 
tained, " the assertion of a claim sanctioned 
by the most weighty authorities, and ob-^ 
served, that, in addition to the laws of na- 
tions, to established practice, and the opinions 
of courts of maritime law, he could adduce 
the strict letter of engagements with the 
northern powers, requiring a different con- 
duct from that which they were at the pre- 
sent moment preparing to adopt. He could 
also shew, that Sweden, when engaged in a 
war with Russia, had acted upon the very 
principle which we wished to enforce, though 
she now refused to submit to it ; and Den- 
mark, in the last autumn, had solemnly 
promised not to send out another convoy till 
the point should, be determined ; yet that 

Court 
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Court «as nor leadr tp TnaintMD iy iowe 
<A ^roMk, tbe KlipubtiooB of a canfiBdenDr 
•Jtttflar totbataftbe year 160Q. IToiUit. 
ClM^refof^, be prudent for Great BrituB id ic- 
^^i«iC€ to Micfa riolatkxifi of treatv-^ id ch- 
4dure i^uch giarii^ insults ? Would it ke a- 
pedk^t to give opportunities for tbe Moprjd 
our fo^ to be recruited^ to ooanire M Ae . 
supply of blockaded fofts widi wadike sloRi 
Slid provisions, or to suffer neutral iiatiaas, 
by hoisting a flag upon a sloop-or a fisUiig- 
bost, to convey tbe treasures of Soutb-Ane- 
rica to the harbours of Spain, 0€ the oaval 
stores of the Baltic to Brest, or to Toukm ? 
Such acquiescence would tend to the ruin of 
our naval prepoDderance ; and, if we should 
lose that advantagCi the spirit of the country 
would be in a manner annihilated." 

The address was then voted without a 
division. The case of the catholics in Ire- 
land, whose claims, after the union, formed a 
subject of discussion in the cabinet, was fre- 
quently alluded to in the late debates. Mr. Pitt 
and Lord Grenville favored the wishes of the 
sectaiies, as necessary to confirm the interests 

of 
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of the united kingdom. They affirmed, that 
as no danger could arise from it, policy re- 
quired the concessioa Several of the royal 
counsellors, however, maintained a different 
opinion ; and his Majesty took a decided 
part in the dispute. He alledged that the 
oath taken by him at hfs coronation, pre- 
eluded his assent to a scheme, which might 
in its consequences, endanger the religious 
establishment. 

Mr, Pitt, in consequence of the royal re- 
pugnance to the claims of the Hibernian ca- 
tholics, declared that he conceived himself 
bound by his duty, his conscience, and his 
honor, to resign that situation, in which he 
was not at full liberty to pursue his ideas of 
equity and public benefit. His resignation 
was accepted, as was also that of Lord Gren- 
ville, and of Earl Spencer. 

His Majesty, after some deliberation, se- 
lected Mr. Addington as Mr. Pittas successor ; 
Lord Hawkesbury succeeded Lord Grenville, 
and Lord St. Vincent was appointed first Lord 
of the Admiralty. The office of Speaker to the 
Ilouse of Commons becoming vacant by the^ 

promotion 
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promotion of Mr. Addington, Lord Hawkes- 
bury moved, that Sir John Mitford should 
be called to the chair, and the House as- 
sented. 

Mr. Pitt, after Mr. Addington's appoint- 
ment, remained in office to adjust the na- 
tional accounts, and regulate the supplies of 
the year. He estimated them at £4%OOOfi00\ 
a loan of if 25,000,000 formed part of the 
ways and means, exclusive of jf 3,000,000| 
borrowed for Ireland. Additional taxes were 
imposed on paper, notes, and deeds ; on postage 
' of letters, horses, tea and sugar, &c. The 
public business had been some time suspend- 
ed by the indisposition of his Majesty, and a 
regency, it was thought, would be necessary ; 
but, after three weeks illness, his Majesty re- 
covered, and returned to the duties of the 
state. Mr. Addington was now formally appoint- 
ed to the two offices Mr. Pitt had enjoyed ; 
Lord Hobart and Mr. Charles York succeed- 
ed Mr. Dundas and Mr. Windham, who had 
also given in their resignations, and the Earl 
of Hardwicke was appointed Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland. 

Vigorous 
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Vigorous operations, against the Danes and 
Swedes, immediately commenced. In the West 
Indies General Trigge and Admiral Duck- 
worth sailed from Antigua with a small de- 
tachment^ and 1500 troops, to the Swedish 
Isle of St. Bartholomew. The governor, un- 
prepared, immediately surrendered. Leav- 
ing a garrison in one of the principal towns, 
they proceeded, after being joined by a rein- 
forcement from England, to the reduction of 
St. Martins. One brigade landed in the 
French, and another in the Dutch territory. 
The latter on approaching the heights near 
Fort Amsterdam, met with some feeble oppo- 
sition ; but after some spirited conflicts, finally 
prevailed, and a capitulation took place. They 
now steered their course to the Danish 
islands ; * they captured the isles of St. 
Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix ; and the 
island of St. Eustatius, about this time, was 
taken from the French. 

* In one of these conflicts, some negroes, who had 
nerer before seen an enemy, engaged with a degree of 
gallantry, to use the Gcnierars own words, and beh^jjpJr 

a nuumer that woaU dohonor to any troopi. 

After 
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After the official arrangements of the new 
administration, the Earl of Darnley moved 
for an enquiry into the state of the nation. 
The Duke of Montrose and the Earl of West- 
morland opposed it, as unnecessaxy. The 
Earls of Buckingham and Carlisle, declared 
they had no confidence in the new adminis- 
tration, and therefore friendly to the en- 
quiry. Earl Moira suspected Mr. Pittas sin- 
cerity in the late negociations, neither did he 
approve of his general conduct, though he 
agreed with him in the catholics* emancipa- 
tion. Lord Grenville vindicated the sincerity 
of his associates ; and, though he did not 
wish to shrink from responsibility, opposed it 
as unseasonable. A majority of 82 rejected 
Lord Darnley's motion. 

Mr. Grey's simifer motion in the Com- 
mons, was equally unsuccessful : he animad- 
verted on the mode of prosecuting the war ; 
on the condition and the resources of the 
country, and on the state of our alliances ; 
and, on every ground, urged the expediency 
of an enquir\\ Mr. Dundas reviewed the 
conduct of the war, and pronounced it emi- 
nently 
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nently successful, both in colonial conquests 
and naval captures* He defended the ex« 
peditions to Holland said Spain, as calculated 
to make a diversion favourable to our allies ; 
and though our success had not been so 
prosperous as we could have wished, yet, 
he was proud to say, that no blame lattaches 
either to the cabinet, or to our fleets and 
armies. He repelled the charge by minute 
statements, of having delayed the convey, 
ance of succours to the Austrians in Italy, 
so as to promote the success of the French 
armies at Marengo. He extolled the prosper- 
ous state of the British empire, in a war of 
unexampled difficulty and danger, and pro- 
mised his support to the new adminii^ration 
in the continuance of hostilities, till they 
could procure an honorable and secure peace. 
Lord Temple was very severe on the nevr 
ministers, and suppor^d the motion. Mr. 
Pitt approved of the new cabinet; he did 
not despair, under their superintendance, of 
the good government of the country, or of a 
proper use of its resources. He denied that 
his resignation arose from the difficulties of 

o ^ his 
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his situation respecting the war, and a»k 
fined his motive to the case of the catholics, 
who, he still thought, deserved full relief 
and might be gratified without the least 
danger to that establishment, which derived 
such strength from the late tinion. After 
speaking favourably of the war, and the 
state of the kingdom, he again advised a 
spirited assertion of our naval rights against 
the northern confederacy. Mr. Fox, in i 
long speech, discussed the points at issue 
between Great Britain, and the northern 
powers. He was decidedly of opinion, that 
anew war might have been avoided by pru- 
dience and moderation, and without any sa- 
crifice of honor. He contradicted Mr. Pitt's 
statements respecting the consequences of 
the war, but agreed with him in his desire of 
catholic emancipation. He lamented the 
attachment of the present cabinet to that 
system, which had so greatly injured and de- 
graded the kingdom ; and intreated the 
House to institute an immediate enquiry 
into the conduct of ministers. Mr. Adding- 
ton renounced all attachment to any mea- 
sures, 
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sures, or to the system of any set of men, and 
affiraied, that he was governed by no other 
principles, than those which were conducive 
to the true interest of his country. He was 
in hopes of a speedy reconciliation with thp 
northern powers, and it was his determination 
to facilitate a peace with France. On a division 
S91 opposed the m6tion, while 103 voted in 
its favor. 

During these parliamentary contentions, 
the British fleet, under the command of Sir 
Hyde Parker and Lord Nelson, was steering 
its course towards the Sound. The .governor 
of Cronenburg Castle intimated, that he would 
not suffer the ships to pass unmolested. 
The cannonade from the forts did little exe- 
cution, and our fleet soon reached the isle of 
Huene, Here Admiral Parker reconnoiter- 
cd, what he calls, the formidable line of 
ships, radeaux, pontoons, gallies, fire-ships, 
and gun^i^ats. The Danish arrangements 
were, indeed, truly awful and tremendous. 
Batteries of cannon and mortars appeared in 
almost every part of the shore ; the Crown 
ly aspwellraatbat of Amak, were con- 

q 2 siderably 
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siderably strehgtherted ; the mouth of the 
harbour was defended by a ponderous chain, 
and by a fort Erected on piles ; and a lined 
shipping strengthened the whole. LonI 
Nelson advanced with twelve sail of the fine; 
four frigates, some sloops, fire-ships, anl 
bomb- vessels ; but, from the intricacy i 
the navigation, two of the largest ship 
grounded; and a third was obliged to ancinr 
far from the scene of action. Captain Mm* 
ray, in the Edgar, led the van with animated 
intrepidity. The Monarch sustained the 
most destructive fire ; her brave commander, 
Mosse, lost his life, and also 50 of hid men. 
Captain Rtou was also killed, while engaging 
the ships in the mouth of the harbour. This 
sanguinary contest raged for four hours, and 
w^ith great slaughter on both sides. The 
loss of British combatants was 250, but of 
the Danes, double the number. Some of 
our ships suffered severely, but 17 Danish 
^ vessels, floating batteries included, were 
sunk, burned, or captured. 

After the contest was over. Lord Ndson 
threatened to bum all the floating batteries 

hd 
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he had taken, and also the prisoners oa 
board, if the Danes 6red another gun. This 
peremptory mandate had the desiared effect 
His Lord^ip landed, aud an immediate con- 
vention was signed for a regular ariKii^ice. 
Intelligence now arrived of the death of the 
Russian Emperor. Had that event been 
inown before, the Dajoes would probably 
liave submitted without a blow. His vio- 
lesA * death was unlamented, and his son 
^exander succeeded to the throne, amidst 
the acclamations of general joy. 

A revolution in the Russian cabinet fol- 
lowied this unexpected event. Alexander, 

* It was the general opinion^ that the Emperor was 
strangled in his palace^ by order of Count Zoubofif, on 
tbe 24th of March. The character of Paul was a com- 
pound of inconsistencies. Sometimes he was mild and 
iiumane, at others harsh and cruel ; severe and imperious 
after moments of affability and condescension 5 resentful 
and unjust, after acts of moderation and .equity. His 
capricious temper^ his propensity to suspicion and cre- 
dulity* his want of steadiness and principle^ deprived him 
of real respect. His despotic conduct excited disgust, and 
his unbounded passions^ by creating alarms^ precipitated 
his ruin. 

Q 3 renounc- 
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m 1 

renouncing the politics of his father, assiv«l 
the British court of his pacific intentions. Th 
courts of Stockholm and Copenhagen relairi 
in their zeal for the armed neutrality ; and tb 
King of Prussia, who bad seized Hanover, 
lowered his tone. The British Admiral, at die 
requestof the Russian Emperor, forbore to eb* 
struct the Russian or Swedish trade and navi- 
gation* The reispective embai^oes ivere takei 
off, and the northern storm subsided befofe 
the prorogation of Parliament. Both Houses 
unanimously voted thanks to the gallant offi* 
cers and intrepid sailors, who had so emi- 
nently distinguished themselves in this ardu* 
ous enterprize, 

A renewal of those machinations, which 
had been checked by the late coercive laws, 
caused the Habeas Corpus Act to -be again 
suspended, and a bill also passed for the pre* 
vention of seditious meetings. Martial law 
was also continued in Ireland, as the union 
had not yet sufficiently tranquillized tliat 
country. 

The election of the Rev. Home Tooke 
for the borough of Sarum became the subject 

of 
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«f parliamentary discussion. Lord Temple 
tdok the lead in this business, and a commit* 
tee was appointed to search for precedents. 
His Lordship contended, that in the reigns of 
Queen Elizabeth, and James L the inferior 
clergy petitioned for eligibility to seats in 
that House, but they did not presume to 
claim the right of sitting. The House, he 
said, had, on repeated instances, rejected 
clerical intruders, and established the priuT* 
ciple of their ineligibility. As to Mr. Home 
Tooke's alleged abandonment of the priest- 
hood, he denied that a priest could divest 
himself of his ecclesiastical character. He 
therefore moved, that the late election for 
Old Sarum should be superseded by a new 
choice. Mr. Addington was of opinion, 
that when the clergy sat in the House, they 
were not regarded as representatives of the 
people, and that there were no instances of 
the return of members described to be in 
holy orders. He wished that the dispute 
should be decided by a bill, rather than by 
a premature motion for a new writ. Sir 
William Scott strongly defended the bill on 

q 4 the 
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the grounds of reason and law. Mr. Home 
Tooke contended, that nothing but poBitive 
assertion, unsupported by scriptural autho- 
rity, by ecclesiasticgi law, church hisrtoij, 
or parliamentary precedent, had proceeded 
from the advocates of the bill. He declar- 
ed »i..^ieadiness toco-operate with the minis- 
ter in a general act for the "exclusion of the 
clergy, if it should afford a prospect of the 
increase of moral and religious wisdcnn; 
bui he did not approve the practice of pu«- 
nishing an individual, by an ex post Jacto 
law. A bill, agreeable to the minister's pro- 
posal, excluding every priest from a seat in 
parliament, passed the Commons. In the 
Peers, Lord Thurlow was its chief opponenti 
as he was of opinion that the act was un- 
constitutional and unjust. 

No intimation, on the close of the session^ 
was given of the impending negotiations, 
between our court and the French republic. 
Sir Ja lies Saumarez was cruising near Cadiz, 
wh 1 ^le was informed, that three French 
ships aiul a frigate had been seen near Gibral- 
tar. He immediately directed his course to 

the 
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the entrance of the Straits, and finding that 
the ships had anchored in the bay of Algesiras^ 
he ordered the Venerable to begin the at- 
tack. Linois, the French admiral, had taken 
his station near the batteries, which defended 
the bay. A brisk fire ensued, not only from 
the ships, but also from the fortifications, and 
from a range of gun-boats so disposed, as to 
Tal^e the English squadron. Captain Sterl- 
ing, in the Pompee, made a great impres- 
sion on the flag^ship of Linois, till a change 
of wind disabled him from acting. As soon 
.as the wind favored, the Hannibal, Captain 
Ferris, pushed forward, in hopes of passing 
between the French ships and the batteries, 
but, unfortunately, his ship grounded under 
one of the batteries ; and, as all efforts were 
ineffectual, he was obliged to abandon her 
after a loss of many of his brave crew, and 
the destruction of numbers of his adversaries. 
A breeze springing up enabled two other 
ships to come into action ; they supported 
for some time, a well-directed fire, and, if the 
wind had not failed them, they would have 
enforced the surrender of the ships. The 

little 
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little prospect of a close .engagement, at 
length prevailed with Sir James to withdraw 
his force. But this disappointment onlj 
stimulated our gallant tars for another con- 
flict Tne French fleet, -sailing for Cadiz, 
had been joined by a Spanish detachment, 
and were a second time encountered by Sir 
James's squadron. The Superb commenced 
the action with. the rear of the united fleet; 

w 

she fired between the Spanish Admiral's ship 
and another, of 119 guns, and then retiring, 
a mutual error,^ amidst the darkness of the 
night, produced an action between the two 
French ships : one of them took fire, and 
the flames communicating to the other, both 
blew up, with the loss of upwards of 2000 
men. This melancholy accident intimidated 
the French admiral, and accelerated his re- 
treat. The Spanish ship, the San Antonio, 
was captured, and the Formidable * had a 



• Captain Hood was engaged with the Formidable, 
and, in all probability, would have captured her, had not 
bis ship struck upon a rock, and was with difficuhy 
towed of in*a disabled state- 

near 
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fiear escape. Sir James* sailed with his prize, 
for Gibraltar, and Linois steered for Cadiz. 

Notwithstanding the impending negotia- 
tion between Great Britain and France, 
an hostile invasion on our coasts, agitat- 
ed, but did not depress the public mind. 
Schemes of judicious defence were enforced, 
and Lord Nelson was ordered to the coast of 
Boulogne to obstruct, if possible, their invad-* 
ing preparations. He made an attempt to 
destroy the armed vessels in that port, and, 
as only a few were sunk or disabled, a more 
serious attack was resolved on, when he rein-^ 
forced his armament. The boarding vessels 
sailed in the night, in four divisions, under 
the conduct of Captains Somerville, Parker, 
Cotgrave and Jones, and also other boats,' 
furnished with howitzers, joined in the expe- 
dition. Parker's division first approached, 
and commenced a most spirited attack ; but 
an unforseen obstacle defeated their sanguine 

* Sir James Saumarez*s conduct was tnily hercnc. 
Discipline and valor had defeated an armament, to use 
the Admiral's own words, ** of more than treble the 
force of the English s<|ua4ron." 

' expec- 



A/ /'t^;^//!^ A ^M'x^^ iKsaan^ naced up 
t/y 4.> Wi^'::f }&:o^ cj like Epcbc^ Tessela, 
t(r>«: f%;»f/^v;^i I V ciaun^ to the ^tooikI, and to 
a;;^' h ^;tf^i:r^ IiIaoY iutseyid sukxs were 
kiil"i; iuA laauy were wouoded. Captain 
Tij/kM |//i»t lib leg and his thigh, and his 
UiM\ would have beeo captured, had not a 
Miih'i' h4^ii<^>tiiibly towed her off. Captain 
N<.ui< rvillit HJlcriced the fire ci a brig near 
tli>f Vm licud ; but, far from being able to 
III iiiK li(*r oir, he found great difficulty in sef- 
( uru^ tlu) n^treat of his ov\n boat. Captain 
(^tf^^lvt*, ufu^nuj uudauutedattack,metwith 
\\K\ \\v\Wv H\\vvv}^s \ niu) Captain Jones, from 
th ol»Ntrurtii>ns from the tid^, was only ap- 
pio;M»hnii; tUr sivuo of artion, when the other 
oIliiN IN \vti\^ loiiuaing. All admired the 
»t al aiul i\uuu^e disp!ayt\l in this emerprise, 
wluL^ us suoiH^>i was universally lamenteti 
i\ipu^iu l\\iWer vik \! .^« his wcHiuds, afier die 
ix ;,. ;i os^ rhe tk\; ..> , .e L>owcs. 

V* o V, I :>: t vv : — ». jve :.^ o:ven :ie ar- 

»*. ,1 i .x^^-.lV-. i-- ill*.- : '^v -,- v-ic!7e*i 
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the Bay of Aboukir, w^re obstinately op- 
posed in their attempt to disembarks Inces< 
sant showers of shell and shot from the fort, 
from sand-hills, and other posts, assailed 
their progress ; and, when they approached 
the land, vollies of musketry encteased 
their danger. The first division that landed 
repulsed a troop of cavalry ; and, on the ar- 
rival of others, they dislodged the enemy 
from their priacipal hill. Upwards of 700 
soldiers and sailors were killed or wounded in 
this spirited rencounter, A general action 
soon followed. Sir Ralph wished to turn the 
right flank of the enemy, advantageously 
posted on a ridge, with their right near the 
canal of Alexandria, and their left towards 
the sea. But, anticipating the attack, they 
descended from their heights, and rushed 
into iaction. The British advanced-guard se- 
verely suffered, and it was not without diflS- 
<;ulty they repelled their repeated assaults. 
Upwards of 150 of the English were killed 
and 1 100 wounded. After the surrender of 
Aboukir, another smart action took place. 
The French, at day-break, impetuously at- 
tacked 
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tacked the right, in a column of infantry and 
cavalry, and actually surrounded several 
regiments, but were so heroicly opposed^ 
that no advantage was gained. At lengthy 
General Stuart, with the foreign brigade, re- 
pulsed the cavalry ; the dispirited infantry 
continued to act, but with a decline of s[Hrit, 
and with weakened exertiens. A formid* 
able body also attempted to penetrate the 
centre, but failed in every effort. After this 
unsuccessful assault, the f rench retreated, 
and, as the fortified eminences protected their 
troops, and, the English ill provided with ca- 
valry, no pursuit was attempted. Sir Ralph 
Abercromby, never known' to shrink from 
danger, was in the heat of the action, and 
received a mortal wound in his thigh, but 
could not be prevailed upon to quit the field 
till the fate of the day was decided. His 
military fame was deservedly meritorious, 
and his character as a man, truly estimable. 
In the British army, about 250 lost their lives, 
and 1200 were wounded. Upwards 3500 of 
the French were killed, wounded or made 
prisoners. Roiz, one of their generals, was 

found 
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found dead near a redoubt, and Lanuspe and 
Bodet, two of their commanders, died of 
their wounds. Sir Sidney Smith, who head- 
ed a party of seamen, was wounded, as was 
also General Moore, and other staff officers. 

After this signal victory, there was a ces- 
sation of hostilities for some time. A British 
and Turkish force, commanded by Colonel 
Spencer, attacked the fort of Rosetta, and 
the garrison capitulated. The Grand Vizir 
defeated the French near Belbois, they re- 
duced Rashmanich, and the enemy took 
refuge in the city of Cairo. While the Turks 
formed an encampment within almost can- 
non-shot of Cairo, General Hutchinson, Sir 
Ralph Abercromby^s successor, invested Gi- 
zeth, and his spirited preparations prevailed 
with the French commandant to propose a 
surrender.* 

Alex- 

> 

* The terms of capitulation were not humiliating. 
It was agreed, that the Republican forces of every de- 
scription should evacuate the city of Cairo, and all other 
parts of Egypt, save Alexandria j that they should pro- 
ceed by land to Rosetta^ with their arms, baggage, artil- 

t lery 
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Alexandria still remained in possession of 
the French. General Hutchinson, assisted 
by Admiral Lord Keith, superintended the 
siege. After some conflicts favorable to the 
English, and other preparations of hostility, 
Menou consented to surrender the place on 
honorable terms. 

When, intelligence of the brilliant achieve- 
ments of the British amis in Egypt reached 
England, general joy pervaded the nation on 
the signature of the preliminary articles. The 
negotiation had long been pending between 
the two courts, and at last brought to a con- 
clusion. It v\^as agreed that the King of 
Great Britain should restore all possessions 
conquered in the course of the war, except 
the island of Trinidad, and that part of Cey- 

lery and ammunition, and from thence be conveyed to 
some of the southern ports of France, at the expence of 
the allied powers ; that all incorporated bodies, and all 
persons attached to the republican cause, should share the 
advantages in common with the army 5 and, that any of 
the Egyptians who wished to accompany the French 
army, should have the liberty to attend them ; and, 
as soon as the treaty was confirmed, all prisoners on both 
sides should be released. 

4 • Ion, 
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Jon, late in possession of the Dutch ; that 
both the contracting parties should indiscri- 
minately partake in the advantages of the 
Cape of Good Hope ; the territories of the 
Ottoman Emperor, including Egypt, should 
be maintained entire, as they were before the 
war; that Malta should be again possessed 
by the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem; 
that the French should recognise the repub- 
lic of the Seven United * Islands ; that the 
kingdom of Naples, and the Roman state 
should be evacuated by the French troops ; 
and that the Queen of Portugal should not 
Jose any of her territories. It .was fartheir 
agreed, that English and French plenipoten- 
tiaries should immediately repair to Amiens, 
and treat, in concert, with the allies of the 
contending powers. 

After iSome intervening time, General Lau- 
riston arrived with the preliminaries sanction- 

♦ Th^se were, Chephalonia, Coi'fue, Zante, &c. which, 
having been taken by the Russians and Turksi had be^ 
formed into a r^public^ under their protection. 

R ed 
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ed by Bonaparte. The cheerful countenapcfi 
and the approving smile, now universally 
prevailed, and illuminations were general 
throughout the kingdom. When bis Majes* 
ty laid the preliminaries before the House, 
^' he trusted that this important arrangementi 
while it manifested the justice and modera* 
tion of his views, would also be found con* 
ducive to the substantial interests of tbift 
country, and honorable to the British subr 
ject.'' 

The address for the speech met with no 
opposition in either House. Mr. Wiodham 
disapproved of it, and Mr. Sheridau observed, 
that it was a peace of which every man was 
giad, but of which no man was proud. But 
when the preliminary articles were discus* 
sed in the Peers, Lord Grenville reprobated 
the peace as disgraceful and ruinous. He 
contended that a prolongation of the war 
would be far less fatal, than such a peace; 
and the Earl of Spencer condenined it, as in- 
adequate to our expectations, and insuf- 
ficient for our security; but an approving 

address 
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nddress was voted by 104 peers. In the 
Commons^ Mr. Pitt and Fox vindicated the 
peace. The ex-minister contended^ that, a}l 
circumstance!^ considered, ive had obtained 
lor ourselves and our alHes, all that we could 
reasonably expect, or that honor obliged us 
to demand. Mr. Fox echoed Mr, Pitt's 
sentiments ; he affirmed, that without datiger 
of a rupture of the impending negotiation, we 
could not have insisted on more favorable 
terms ; and, even the idea of another year of 
hostilities, was insupportable. Lord Temple 
and Mr, Windham condemned the peace at 
insecure and dishonorable ; but the House 
agreed to address the King in favor of the 
preliminaries. 

When the Russian convention became the 
subject of parliamentary discussion, Lord 
Grenville commented on its ambiguity, and 
on its allowed 4atitude, as fatal to our claims^ 
Ib the Commons, Dr. Laurence and Mr. 
Grey contended, that the dispute still re- 
mained undecided, and in the same itate, as 
before the battle of Copenhagen, 

B 2 A. D. 
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A* D. 18Q2. An alarming mutiny, dur- 
ing the meeting of parliament, broke outia 
Bantry Bay^ in Ireland, from the reluctance 
of many of our seamen to serve ia the West 
Indies. Twenty of the mutineers were tried 
by a court martial, at Portsmouth, and 11 of 
them found guilty.* 

While the impending treaty n^as yet un- 
ratified, no reduction in our natioaal defence 
was attempted, as the cabinet entertained 
doubts of the sincerity of the First Consul 
But, at length, the treaty was signed at 
Amiens by the Marquis of Cornwallis and 
Joseph llonaparte, varying in some points 
from the preliminaries. By a new adjust- 
ment of boundaries, a part of Portuguese 
Guiana was ceded to France. Respecting 

* About this time, Lijeut. Col. Wall, who, whiTe gover- 
nor of tlie island of Goree, had occasioned, by unmerci- 
ful flagellation, the death of a serjcant, was brought to 
trial. Neither his rank, nor the length of time, upwards 
of nineteen years between the murder and the trial, had 
any influence on the impartiality of our criminal law. He 
was convicted, and hanged. 

Malta, 
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Malta, it was determined, that no English or 
French class of knights should be allowed ; 
that one half of the soldiers should be na- 
tives, and the other pStt NeapoUtaps ; that 
Ae independence of the island, under~the 

* «way of the knights, should be guaranteed 
by Great Britain, France, Austria, Spain, 
Russia^ and Prussia, and its port$i open to all 
nations. It was further agreed, that indem- 

' «ificatioH should be made ta the Prince of 
Orange for his loss of power and property ; 
and that persons hereafter accused of murder, 
forgery, and fraudulent bankruptcy, should 
be given up. 

The treaty met with a very feeble resist- 
ance from parliament. Mr. Windham was 
its chief opponent. He endeavoured to 
prove its weakness and insecurity, and to 
animate the country against the boimdiess 
ambition of Gallic monopoly, and the restless 
spirit of Jacobinical machination. Our ex- 
ertions, he maintained, had by no means 
been equal to our resources, and we cer- 
tainly had failed in repelling the danger we 

a 3 sought 
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sought to avert We had suffered the French 
republic to acquire as great a degree of 
power in ten years, as the Romans h^d ob-^ 
tained in several centuries. While we were 
menaced by GaUic ambitions we ought to be 
extremely vigilant and alert; and he* would, 
therefore, move for an address to his Majesty, 
requesting him to take such measures, both 
by negotiation, and by naval and military ar- 
rangements, for obviating the danger that 
might arise from such stipulations, or from 
other circumstances in the present state of 
ailairs. Lord Hawkesbury acknowledged 
the insatiate aggrandizement of the French 
republic, butj in his opinion, it was no suf- 
ficient reason for a continuance of hostilities. 
He contended, that the ministers had in all 
their proceedings, consulted the honor and 
security of the nation as strenuously, as could 
be expected from the state of Europe at the 
time of the impending negotiation. Mr. 
Dundas disapproved of the surrender of the 
Cape of Good Hope and of Malta, but re- 
fused to sanction Mr. M indtfam's amend- 
ment. 
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Ynent. The minister admitted, that the 
treaty was not of that complexion, as to be 
received tvith general exultation, but he 
could not allow, that it was dishonorable. 
He had been anxious to procure the best 
terms, and, in sanctioning tbose.he had ob- 
tained, he had yielded to the dictates of pru- 
dence. Only 20 members supported Mr. 
Wihdham^s amendment, while 276 suffrages 
voted against it. • An amendment by Lord 
Hawkesbury, expressing an approbation of 
the treaty, was proposed and adopted. A 
similar motion was made* in the Peers by 
Lord Grenville, for an address of dissatisfac- 
tion, but a majerity of 1 96 voted in support 
t)f the peace. 

Honor, advantage, and security ought to 
be the leading characteristics in all nego- 
tiations. In none of these desirable points 
have we completely succeeded. The minis- 
ters, I grant, had a difficult task to execute ; 
but it does not appear, that we had grfeater 
reason to boast of our present sufficiency of 
is»elf-deffence, ihm We had prior to the com- 

H 4 menc6- 
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mencemenf of hostilities. Though our se- 
curity has been diminished, our resources 
are by no means unexhausted. By the ter- 
ror of our naval aimament, and a particular 
attention to insular defence, \ie may defy 
the hostile machinations of our implacable 
enemies. 
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BOOK V. 



FROM THE PEACE OF AMIENS, TO THE 

UNPARRALLELED VICTORY OF 

TRAFALGAR. 

A. D. 1802.* On the 28th of June, his 

■ 

Majesty went to the House of Peers, ^nd 

* In this year died Lord Kenyon, Lord Chief Justice 
of the King's Bench. He succeeded the venerable Earl 
of Mansfield. His Lordship, to use the words of a dis- 
tinguished writer, was profound in legal erudition, and 
of the most determixiod integrity. He never sacri£ced 

bis 
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gave bis royal assent to sditie bill^ that wert 
presented to him. He then congraitulated 
parliament and the country, on the pfeace and 
prosperity his subjects then enjoyed. The 
parliament was then formally prorogiied, and 
toon after dissolved by proclatiiation. 

The repeal of the income tax was another 
joyful event t6 the nation, and tb^ accessioit 
of Sweden and Denjnark to the convention^ 
already concluded l^etween GrearBritaid and 
Russia, afforded additional satisfalction to tbe 
public. The munificence of parliament 
voted 51^10,000 to Dr. Jenner for the disco^ 
very of Vaccine Inoculation^ and who^ in the 
spirit of philanthropyj had made it public, 
without stipulating for fee or Reward. Sa 
highly impressed were many British sena- 
tors with the merit of Dr. Jenner^ and 
the importance of the discovery,* that 
«& 20,000 was proposed^ as tnore adequate 
to the expression of public gratitude. But 

his official, to his parliamehtafy character. The sphere 
of his particular duty was the great scene of his activity j 
and though, as a British peer, he never lessened his cha- 
racier, tt was as a judge that he thought to aggrandise iU 

the 
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the minister disapproved of so large a sum ; 
and, on a division in the House^ he only car-^. 
ried it by a majority of three. Under a 
parity of circumstances s^lSOO was also 
voted to Mr. Greathead * for the invention of 
the Life BoaL It appeared^from the testi* 
mony of many respectable members, that up- 
' wards of 500 lives had been already saved to 
the community. 

His Majesty^ as a mark of his royal favor 
and approbation of Lord Hutcbinson^'s con« 
duct in Egypt, granted him an annuity of 
«&2000 for his own life, and for the lives of 

* Mr. Henrjr Greathead, the original constructor, was 
a native of, and a ship carpenter, at South Shields, The 
following description of the boat will not, I presume, be 
disagreeable to our readers. The form is of a long sphe*' 
riod, 30 feet in length, by 12 feet over, either end point- 
ed, and thus calculated to row both ways, an oar serving 
the purpose of the helm; about 18 inches below the 
gunwhale> a strong lining of cork covers the whole of 
the inside, which gives the boat such a buoyance, as 
enables it to livt in any water. The crew usually con- 
sist of 20 men, but the capacity of the boat enables it 
to rcoeivQ tea mpre. . ^ 



956 ANNALS OF GfiOnCfi Ilti 

the two next male heirs of his body, to whom 
the title should descend. 

The respect for the virtues and charac-* 
ter of Mr. Pitt, and gratitude for his pub- 
lic services, was so universally prevalent, that 
a subscription for the purpose of erecting a 
statue of him, was set on foot, and filled tea 
considerable amount. But, at the solicita- 
tion of the ex-minister, who declined such 
honors in his life-time, the sum was vested 
in the public funds, in the names of trustees, 
to accumulate till his demise, and then to.be 
appropriated to the original intention. 
Though disappointed in manifesting their 
gratitude, his friends found out another mode 
of publicly expressing their grateful senti- 
ments. His birth-day was on the 29th of 
May ; upwards of 900 of the most respect- 
able personages in the kingdom, for rank, 
character, and opulence, assembled at Mer- 
chant Taylors'-hall, to celebrate his nativity. 
Seldom, if ever, was there witnessed on any 
similar occasion, so much enthusiastic and 
zealous attachment to any individual, of what- 
ever rank and station, as on this festive meeting. 

The 
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The electioneering contests * were neither 
numerous, or violent, save in a few instances. 
In some of these struggles, the scattered and 
dying embers of jacobinism, were raked to- 
gether, and every effort made to fan them into 
flame. 

The public were anxious for the arrival of 
the French ambassador, and for the depar- 
ture of Lord Whitworth to France. At 
length, General Andreossy, the long expect- 
ed ambassador arrived, and some little time 
after Lord Whitworth took his departure for 

* Westminster and Middlesex, Nottingham and Co- 
ventrjr, are the most distinguished^ At Nottingham, the 
rabble unequivocally manifested their revolutionary prin- 
ciples. The tri-coloured cockade was selected as their 
favourite emblem 3 their music was the Marseillois Hymn, 
Ca hay and other notorious republican tunes. Similar 
acts of shameful disorder and disaffection appeared at the 
Middlesex election. At the close of the poll. Sir Francis 
Burdett, having a majority of votes, was, in conjequence, 
returned. He was carried in triumphal procession ou 
the shoulders of his fast friends and supporters, to the 
palace of his Sovereign, and before the royal gates a band 
of music regaled them with the well-known revoluuonary 
WQiCalralll - . 

France. 
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France. This long interval between tbe 
appointment of the ambassadors, and de* 
parture to their je»peptive courts, was not 
marked with acta of amity and siRcerity, or 
evinced th^ cordial reconciliation of the tvo 
countries : but,, on the contrary, doubt and 
distrust, jealousy ^nd amotheced resemment, 
W^ro too apparent in all the trai^sactions of 
both governmepta; nor did the most sanguine 
teserters of the peace^ ^p^<?t any other C0fi« 
sequence from this mutual discointent, save 
that of renewed hoaitility* 

Thus gloomy was the present aspect 
of affairs, at the meeting of parliament, 
which was the first that had been summoned 
since the union between Great Britain and 
Ireland. His Majesty appointed commis- 
sioners to open the business of the session. 
The Commons attended to hoar the commia* 
sion read, and retired to choose their speaker. 
Sir William Scott, after addressing the House 
in a speech of uncommon neatness, conclud- 
ed by moving, *^ That Mr. Abbot be again 
elected to the discharge of the office of 
speaker of this House/' The Hon. Henry 

Lascelles 
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{ja^celles seconded tt^e motion, and Mr. Ab-* 
hot was unanimously elected* On the S9th 
of November his Majesty came down to the 
House of Peers, and, tjie Commons being 
ordered to attend, be thus addressed bis par- 
Jiament. ^^ In my interference, (saya bia 
l^lajesty,) withfof'cigq powers, I have beea 
4^tuated by a sincere disposition for the 
maintenance cxf peace. It is, neverthelesst 
impossible for me to lose sight of that esta* 
-blJshed and wise system of policy, by which 
the interests of other statesi are connected 
with our own, and I cannot, therefore, be in-^ 
different to any material change in their rela*>! 
tive condition or strength. My conduct will 
he invariably regulated by a due consider- 
ation pf the actual situation of Europe, and 
by a watchful solicitude for the permanent 
welfare ojf oiir paople. I contemplate ( con- 
tinues his Majesty) with the utmost sat isfac- 
;^on, the grcj^t apd increasing beneftts pro- 
duced by that important measure, which has 
united ^he interests, and consolidated the re^ 
sources of Qreajk Britain and Ireland. The 
improvemen!t ^nd extension of these advan- 
8 tages 
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tages will be the objects of your unremitting 
care and attention. The trade and com- 
merce of my subjects, so essential to the 
support of public credit, and of our maritime 
strength, will, I am persuaded, receive from 
you, every possible encouragement ; and you 
will readily lend your assistance in affording 
to mercantile transactions, in every part of 
the United Kingdoms, all the facility and 
accommodation, that may be consistent • with 
the security of the public revenuOi To up* 
. bold the honour of the country, to encou- 
rage its industry, to improve its resources, 
and to maintain the true principles of the 
constitution in church and state, are the great 
and leading duties, which you are called upon 
to discharge. In the performance of them 
you may be assured of my uniform and cor- 
dial support ; it being my most earnest wish 
to cultivate a perfect harmony between me 
and my parliament, and to promote to the 
utmost, the welfare of my faithful subjects, 
whose interest and happiness I shall ever con- 
sider, as inseparable from my own.^' 

Lord Arden moved for the address in the 

House 
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House of Lords, and Mr. Trench, of Galway, 
in the Conxnons. His Lordship, after ob- 
serving the prosperity of our commerce and 
manufactories, the produce of an abund- 
ant harvest^ and the spirit of loyalty and at- 
tachment to the King and constitution, par- 
ticularly noticed that part of his Majesty^s 
speech, which referred to the situation of 
Europe. The order of dominion, continues 
his Lordship, could not be there indefinitely 
changed, without endangering the security 
of this coiintry. Although, in the conclu- 
sion of the last war, we had reluctantly 
abandoned allies, who had neither the power 
or the will to make a stand for their own 
political existence ; yet there were limits be- 
yond which this plan of conduct could not 
be extended. He therefore was of oj^nion, 
that the House must approve of the resolu- 
tion of his Majesty, to keep the vigilance of 
the government awake to the changes in the 
arrangement of continental powers, and that 
they would not refuse such supplies as the 
necessary vigor of such preparation must re- 
quire. The hero of the Nile, Lord Nelson^, 

s seconded 
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seconded the address, and declared his ap- 
probation of a plan of government, ifvbid) 
promised to maintain the ancient dignity oi 
the country, without hastily tiirowing amy 
the blessings of peace. War had not ex- 
hausted our resources, our national industry 
had not been slackened, nor had it been frus- 
trated of its rewards. The condition of un- 
exampled prosperity, ^^hich the country en- 
joys, immediately after the late war, is suck 
as would render us inexcusable were we t» 
sacriSce its honor. He had witnessed much 
of the miseries of war.; he had himself seen 
liorrors of human distress which had made 
an indelible impression on his heart; he 
was, therefore, in his inmost soul, a man of 
peace ; yet he could not consent, for any 
peace, however fortunate, to sacrifice one jot 
of England's honor. Our honor was the 
most valuable of our interest ; it was what 
had always procured us the respect and re- 
gard of the nations on the continent ; but, if 
a restless and unjust ambition in those with 
whom we wished to be at amity, had given 
a new alarm, the country would rather press 

4 the 
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the government to assert its honor, than 
shrink from the supplies, which a vigorous 
state of preparation would necessarily require. 
Lord Grenville agreed that the present was 
a very serious aspect of affairs. The new 
parliament had assembled at a very awful 
period, in which the public, doubting of the 
principles and policy df the present ministers, 
were anxious to leam whether we were to 
have peace or war. The interests and ^hap- 
piness of Europe were nearly destroyed by 
the inordinate ambition of the French govern- 
ment^ which was extending its power and 
influence to the total subversion of the liber- 
ties of mankind : it was better, therefore, to 
meet the perils of war with manly fortitude, 
than to see with silent indifference the subju- 
gation of Europe. Afler the signature of 
the definitive treaty, France putsued the 
same line of conduct. The ink was scarcely 
dry with which it was signed, the wax 
scarcely cold with which it was sealed, when 
France, in violation of the treaty of Amiens, 
began to add territory, to territory. Pied- 
mont was the first which fell under its griping 

s 2 mbition. 
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ambition. Had Great Britain, in conc^ 
with Russia, remonstrated at the time, France 
would not have dared to annex it to her em- 
pire. France, with her usual cunning, fiist 
pretended to occupy Piedmont merely as a 
military position, but afterwards, she thought 
fit to annex it to her states. She made a 
treaty with the King of Sardinia wh^i be 
was a prisoner in bis own capital ; but 
even then, his Majesty had fortitude and 
fidelity enough to refuse to act hostilely 
against Great Britain, or to exclude the Eng- 
lish from his sea-ports. When we signed 
the definitive treaty, we by no means ac- 
knowledged this right toFrance, nor had 
we abandoned our own right of inter- 
ference for the liberties and interest of 
Europe. The definitive treaty was signed 
in March, and ratified in June. In the 
August following, France took upon her- 
self to regulate and new model the several 
states of Europe; and so early as the month 
of August, she set about to new mould the 
German empiie. Our ministers viewed this 
scene too with the greatest indifference. The 

interests 
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interests of the Prince of Orange were also 
sacrificed to the peace of Amiens, in direct 
violation of the treaty. In the madness of 
ministers for a hollow peace, they sent out 
orders to abandon all our conquests: at home 
they have dismantled the fleet, and disband- 
ed the army, before they had any certain de- 
monstrations of a sincere and permanent 
peace on the .part of France. The war is ap- 
proaching our own doors, and no man could 
be absurd enough to suppose, that France 
will"be more favorable -to Great Britain, than 
to Piedmont, Switzerland, &c. 

The question was then put, and the ad- 
dress carried without a division. 

In the Commons, the Hon. Mr. Trench 
proposed an address of thanks to his Majes- 
ty. He observed, that in a new parliament, 
which had been the first since the legis- 
lative union with Ireland, it was neces<< 
sary to consider both the important conse- 
quences of that event, as well as the change 
from a state of war, to that of peace. He was 
of opinion, that his Majesty's ministers 
would conduct themselves, in relation to con- 

s 3 tinental 
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tinental affairs, with firmness and moder- 
ation ; and, that if peace is not tenable on 
those grounds, they will have the hearty con- 
currence and united strength of the whole 
empire for their support, should war be the 
necessary ahernative. The Hon. Mr. Cur- 
zon seconded the address, and concluded, 
that he perfectly coincided in the sentiments 
of the honorable mover. Mr. Cartwright 
i^reed with Mr. Trench in thinking the 
maintenance of peace desiTable, but the best 
means of preserving to the country this in- 
estimable blessing, was to shew ourselves 
prepared for the extremity of war. After 
lamenting the fate of Switzerland, he con- 
cluded by expressing his concern, that those 
great talents which had so long withstood the 
tide of French principles, and upheld the 
dignity and honor of this country, were not 
now more actively employed in its defence. 
Sir John Wrottesley joined the Hon. mem- 
ber who spoke last, in lamenting the seces- 
sion of those great abilities, which conducted 
the affairs of this country through ^11 the vi- 
cissitude^ of the late war ; and, he hoped, 

they 
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they would again come forward in defence 
of the country, should war again become 
necessai^y. 

The minister contended, that the influence 
of France upon the Continent, was always 
greater than ours. There was no period of 
our history in which the g^^vernment of this 
country ever thought it advisable to go to 
war with France solely for continental ob- 
jects. He did not wish to lay the country at 
the feet of France, but he saw a wish in 
some people to inflame the two countries to 
hostility, without any Indefinite object. He 
was convinced that war without any indefi- 
nite object, was the greatest of all evils, but 
still he should prefer it at any time, to the 
sacrifice of our honor. Mr. Fox, Mr. Thos. 
Gfenville, Lord Castlereagh, Mr. Windham, 
Mr- Whitbread, and other members declared 
their sentiments on the subject. The ad- 
dress, however, was carried without a di- 
vision. 

The committee of the supplies now brought 
forward- their resolutions*; they proposed 
50,000 seanien, including 19,000 marines, 

s 4 and 
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and for the military establishment, 129>000 
men. To meet the expense, the mmister 
calculated the land and malt tax at 
^2,750,000; the sarplus of the consdidated 
fund he estimated according to the produce 
of the three last quarters, ^7^845,000; lot- 
tery, jg 500,000 ;^ntribution of the East In- 
dia company, rf 500,000; total i^ 11,595,000; 
a sum which would have a clear overplus of 
upwardofj^ 1,000,000. These resolutions were 
agreed to, and the report ordered on the next 
day. After some trifling observations, the reso- 
lutions were agreed to without a division. 

Soon after the recess, a message was brought 
from his Majesty to both Houses of Par- 
liament, recommending the present situation 
of the Prince of Wales to their consideration : 
the message was accordingly attended to: 
but, prior 6o its discussion, an address of 
congratulation to his Majesty, on his escape 
from the machinations of traitors, was voted 
in both Houses* In the House of Lords, it 
was moved by the Duke of Montrose, who 
felt it unnecessary to make many prefatory ob- 
servations, as there could but be one senti- 
ment 
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ment in th^t House : it was a rooted enmity 
to our happy constitution, that instigated 
the traitors to conspire against the life of one 
of the best and most amiable princes, who 
had ever filled the English throne ; and who, 
for the many substantial benefits conferred 
upon his subjects, deserved their gratitude 
more than any former King, who had ever 
swayed the sceptre of these realms. He con- 
cluded, by moving an address, expressive of 
personal attachment and loyalty, and a de- 
termination to support the constitution and 
government of the country. Lord Camden 
seconded the motion for the address, and ex-- 
pressed his horror at the conspiracy ; which 
evidently originated from those jacobine prin- 
ciples which had done so much mischief ia 
France, but which had been successfully re- 
sisted in this country, and in Ireland. The 
address was then ordered to be presented by 
the whole House. 

On the same day in the Commons, Lord 
Euston, after ilescribing very forcibly the 
horrors which would ensue, from the govern- 
ment of the country being transferred from its 

con- 
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constitutional defenders, to a set of men not 
hf removed from savages, as were the ma- 
jority of the conspirators ; he declared he 
felt a pleasure which language could not de- 
scribe, at seeing that our bek)yed nipnarcb, 
still lived and reigned in the hearts and af- 
fections of the great majority of his pe(^. 
He then moved an address, similar to that 
passed in the Lords, which was seconded by 
Lord Boyle, and carried unanimously. 

The conspiracy which gave rise to this 
solemn testimony of the affection of both 
Houses of Parliament, to the person of our 
excellent Sovereign ; and which was fol- 
lowed by similar addresses from all parts of 
the kingdom, was, perhaps, the most extra- 
ordinary, that has ever been recorded in the 
historic page. Its objects were incontestibly 
established by the clearest evidence, to have 
been no less than the seizure of the person of 
the King i compassir?g his deaths mid dethr on- 
ing him. For these purposes, combinations 
of small societies of disaffected persons, were 
established in different quarters of London, 
and in its vicinity. Engagements were en- 
tered 
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tered into, and oaths administered to all, 
who could he seduced to join the confede- 
racy. To effect these flagitious purposes, 
the seduction of the soldiery was in various 
instances attempted, and in some few cases, 
successful. The l6th of November, the day 
on which the King first intended to meet his 
parliament, was the day fixed for the exe- 
ci^tion of their infernal purposes. Colonel 
Despard was the principal in this conspiracy; 
he was of a respectable family, and a native 
of Ireland ; had been bred to arms from his 
youth, and had distinguished himself by his 
courage and good conduct. The testimony 
of Lord Nelson, and Sir Alured Clarke, no 
incompetent judges of merit, bore honor- 
able testimony to his conduct and character, 
while employed with, or under them; nay, 
it was proved, that the preservation of a 
valuable British possession was entirely ow- 
ing to his exertion and intrepidity : such 
was the leader and first mover of this dia- 
bolical conspiracy. After a trial which 
lasted eighteen hours, the jury brought in 
their verdict guilty. On the succeeding day, 

nine 
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nine of his accomplices were convicted on 
nearly the same evidence, and three acquit- 
ted. Despard, and six of his associates, 
three being reprieved, were executed at the 
top of the new gaol In the borough of Sowth- 
wark. The greater part of the criminals 
died with the utmost penitence and decorum; 
but the unhappy principal, even to the last 
moment, adhered to the opinions he had 
hitherto maintained, and obstinately rejected 
the spiritual assistance that was assiduously 
tendered, and of which his fellow sufferers 
eagerly participated. Thus terminated a con- 
spiracy,* unexampled in the annals of histo- 
ry, for the extent of its designs, when con- 
trasted with the weakness and paucity of its 
means. 

Addresses 

* Despard, and 30 of the congplrators, sitting in full 
convention, and assembled for treasonable purposes, 
"Were arrested at the Oakley Arms public-house, in 
Oakley-street, Lambeth, on the l6th of November. 
Despard met some of the seduced soldieiy, and others of 
the conspirators, this evening, for the first time. He 
now freely discoursed on his traitorous designs, and the 
best mode of putting them into execution : that the in- 
tercepting 
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Addresses from both Houses of Parliament, 
from the clergy, the laity, and the corporate 
bodies of the kingdom, poured in upon the 
Sovereign on this joyful occasion. 

A. D. 1803. His Majesty^s message, re- 
specting the Prince of Wales, now became 
the subject of parliamentary discussion, and 
the result was an investigation by a commit- 
tee of the whole house. After numberless 
debates, an annuity of ^60,000 for three 
years, was the final settlement of this im- 
portant business. 

The next communication from his Majes- 
ty announced, ^' That considerable military 
preparations were carrying on in the ports of 
France and Holland, and that it was there- 
fore expedient to adopt'additional means of 
precaution to the security of our dominions.^ 

tercepting and shooting the Kbg on his way to die par- 
liameat house was then discussed^ as well as the proba- 
ble difficulties attending such a plan ; on which he used 
the remarkbleexpres8ion> ** If nobody else will shoot him, 
J will}" adding, ** I have well weighed the matter, and 
myheaartiseaBioms.** Erery other part of the design was 
Ibea iidvcit0d to^ and finely debated. 
a- ; ' The 



-■i.^ 
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The sensation, which attended his Majes- 
ty's communication, was great, beyond de- 
scription, and all agreed that it was the fore- 
runner of hostilities. In the House of Peers 
Lord Hobart moved for the address, which, 
after some observations fron^ Lord Westmor- 
land and Lord Auckland, in support of the 
motion, passed without a division. The 
minister, in person, moved for the address in 
the Commons ; He was convinced that the 
appeal made by his Majesty to the wisdom 
and public spirit of the House would not be 
in vain. He hoped still for the continuance of 
peace, but should that be impossible, every 
communication that could throw light upon 
the subject, should unreservedly be pro- 
duced. The objects of the present prepara- 
tions, continued the minister, v/ere for pre- 
caution and internal security, and not for 
ofFeubive operations. He concluded by mov- 
ing an address, and promising to support his 
Majesty agreeable to the purport of the 
Royal message. 

Violent and interesting debates ensued, 
but the address was unanimously voted. On 

the 
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the succeeding day, a message was delivered 
by the minister, expressing his Majesty^s de* 
8ire of embodying and calling out the militia 
of the united kingdotn ; and soon after the 
House formed itself intQ a committee of sup- 
ply. Mr- Garthshore moved for 10,000 ad- 
ditional seamen includinc^ S4>000 marines* 
Mr. Francis contended, that he should not 
have objected had the proposed naval force 
been much larger ; the House had by their 
address, performed their duty to their Sove- 
reign ; but, before they pledged themselves 
to support him, they should allow ministers 
to construe that pledge, as one of supporting 
their measures. Personally, he was neither 
an enemy or competitor to his Majesty's mi- 
nisters ; he bore a great regard for many, and 
ill-will to none of them; but still, he thought 
they were highly responsible for their con- 
duct. By the treaty of Amiens we had paid 
a high price for peace ; and yet, in fact, we 
never had obtained it ; instead of peace, we 
gained a hoUpw truce, and the consequence, 
a renewal of hostilities at greater expence and 
disadvantage, than if the pe^ace had never 

bepa 
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been made. He therefore considered it nei- 
ther safe nor politic, to trust the management 
of a war to the hands of those, who evinced 
80 little ability in making the peace. It was 
a melancholy consideration, that at such aa 
eventful period, all the eminent abilities of the 
country were excluded from its councils and 
government. In fair weather, a moderate 
share of skill might be sufficient, but for the 
storm, abler pilots should be provided. Mr. 
iVddington replied, that he was at a loss to 
conceive how the honorable gentleman who 
spoke last, could now accuse, for weakness 
and incapacity, an administration, which h« 
declared had always enjoyed his confidence ; 
though, almost in the same breath, he asserts 
it to be his opinion, that all the ability of the 
country are excluded from it. Himself and 
associates felt the great responsibility under 
which they acted : 1 hey had been uniform- 
ly consistent in the principle which had in- 
duced them to advise his Majesty to con- 
clude the peace ; they sincerely wished its 
continuance ; but, should the war be unhap- 
pily renewed, he was convinced, that even 

then. 
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tken, they should be able to prov^ their con- 
sistency, and justify themselves to thejcoun- 
try. After many able speeches on both sides, 
uhe resolution was voted without a division. 

In the PeerS) Lord Pelhara communicated 
to the House, that his Majesty had given 
orders to Lord Whitwofth, that if he could 
BQt, against a certain period, conclude the 
negotiation now pending, that he should 
immediately quit Paris: General Andreossi, 
the French ambassador, had also applied for 
a passport to enable him to leave London, 
as soon as he should be informed of Lord 
Wbitworth's leaving Paris. He accordingly 
moved for an adjournment till Monday ; and 
Ji similar rriotion was made in the Commons, 
and agreed to. 

On the l6th of May, a message was pre- 
sented from his Majesty to both Houses, in- 
forming them, that he had recalled his ambas- 
sador * from France, and that the French am- 

baseador 

* After a ft^Verish interval of one year and sixteen 

days, did Europe again see her quiet disturbed, and 

her tranquillity threatened bj the renewal of a contest 

T bctweeu 



57* ANNALS OP GEORGE III. 

bassador had left London. Lord Pelham 

moved, in the House of Lords, that Ac 

message should be taken jnto cotisideratiofl 

on ihat day se'nnight,as it would requiresome 

time before the necessary papers could be got 

ready, and also time ^ for their Lordshipi 

to consider their contents. The conri* 

deration of the message was fixed for 

the enduing Monday. Accordingly, on 

Monday, the day appointed for the discus* 

sion of the causes of the war, and oft 

the conduct of ministers in the negotiatioOf 

fill the avenues to the House of Commons* 

were crowded at an early hour ; the subject 

between her greatest continental, and her greatest mari- 
time power ; in which sooner or later, her other states must 
most probably be embarked : a contest, in which neitbtf 
of the belligerent countries had any definite object^ 
/^'hose means of mutual annoyance were as unlimited ai 
their rancour and enmity were boundless 3 and to which, 
of consequence, no period could be affixed even in idea! 
* The public curiosity was so great to hear these in- 
teresting debates, that the galleries were filled at an earlf 
hour, and that none of those persons, who are accustom* 
rd to repeat the parliamentary proceedings, could gain 
Admission : so tl)at a very imperfect sketch of this inter- 
esting discussion could only be procured. 

was 
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Was of such importance, that we. seldom wit- 
nessed so much anxiety to be present at any 
debate. 

Lord Pelham in the Peers opened the 
busineiss ; after enumerating the repeated 
acts of aggrieission, and insult on the part of 
France, concludied by moving an address to 
his Majesty expressive of the Sense the 
House entertained of the anxious desire 
shewn by his Majesty for the preservation of 
the peace ; their regret that France had not 
manifested the same principles; their indigna- 
tion at the spirit of encroachmedt exhibited 
by France, and the reliance which his Ma- 
jesty might place in their support and assist- 
ance. The Duke of Cumberland seconded 
the motion ; but Lord King proposed an 
amendment, '^ that those expressions should 
be expunged, which so warmly imputed td 
France, the guilt of breaking the treaties/* 
Lord Ellenborough bpposed the amendment. 
After many able speeches for, and against the 
amendmeiit, LcJird King's motion was lost 
by a majority of 132. On the same day a 
similar motion was made in the Commons^ 

X t and 
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and animated debates ensued* Mr. Grey 
moved an amendment to the address, but 
on a division, there appeared 67 votes for the 
amendment, and 598 against. The original 
motion was then put, and carried. 

Mr. Yorke, secretary of war, now brought 
forward some of the estimates of the army. 
He stated, that but a small augmentation was 
intended in the regular force. 

Soon after, the Chancellor of the Exche* 
quer opened his budget. He proposed cer- 
tain war taxes, that would expire six months 
after the definitive treaty. By an/ increase 
on the customs, duties on sugar, exports, 
cotton, and tonnage, about 5^2,000,000 an- 
nually ; and by new duties on tea, wine, spi- 
rits, and malt, he calculated on 5^6,000,000 
more. He then presented a plan of a tax 
on property and income which he estimat- 
od at 0^4,700,000, making in the whole 
5? 12,700,000, to expire six months after a 
pence. The Chancellor also communicated 
a message from his Majesty, " that he con- 
ceived it necessary, that a large additional 
force should be forthwith raised and assem- 
bled." 
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bled." Address«>s were voted, to his Mjs^ 
jesty for the message. 

On the 28th of Julyliis Majesty informed 
parliament, ^^ that atreasonable and rebellious 
spirit of insurrection had manifested itself 
in Ireland, which had been marked by cirr 
cumstances of peculiar atrocity in the city of 
Dublin; his Majesty therefore recommended 
parlian>ent to adopt the necessary ini^asu res 
for its suppression. Lord Hobart said, that 
it was with feelings of the utmost regret, that 
\i^ called their lordship's attention to the vio- 
lent and disgraceful outrages lately commited 
in Ireland^, and particularly to the most bar- 
barous murder of Lord Kilwarden :* an ad- 
dress for his Majesty's gracious communica- 
tion was proposed and carried. 

The stability of the administration, which 
concluded the treaty of Amiens, was underr 

* Lord Kilwarden was chief justice of his Majesty *i 
Court of King's Bench in Ireland,, and a member of the 
privy council. He was met in Thomas street Dublin by 
a desperate gang of ruffians, dragged from his carriage, 
together with bis nephew the Rev. Richard Wolfe, ind 
^Qtk of them inhumanly murdered. 

T 3 Stood 
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•tood to depend on the experience, which the 
country might have of the real merits of tba^ 
memorable transaction. The extent of the 
9S|crifices, by which peace had been pur- 
chased, now b^an to be inore genierally re- 
gretted; in proportion as it was more fully 
understood ; but credit was^ for the most part, 
givep to the assurances of its permanency, 
and repeatedly so, froip authority. But 
when it became manifest, even to the minis- 
ters themselves, that war was inevitable, 
their own situation was as much changed, a^ 
that of the country* Difficulties multiphed 
by the continual reference to the errors of 
their past conduct. Thus circumstanced, it 
was natural that ministers should look to. 
some means of strengthening themselves in 
parliament, and of retreiving the ground they 
had lost in the estimation of the public. To 
Mr. Pitt were their overtures first made, but 
his arrangements differed so widely from 
those of the present cabinet, that they were de- 
clared to be inadmissible ; and here the whole 
negotiation is said tp have dropped. Some 

chansfes 

o 



ANNALS OF GEORGE III. S33 

changes in administration, however, did take 
place.* 

We shall not pretend to enter into any in- 
vestigation of the merits of administration as 
it now stood ; but we can safely assert, that 
towards the conclusion of the year, the na- 
tion seemed heartily tired of an e^^perimental 
government, composed of moderate men^ of 
moderate ahilitie^^ raised from the middling 
classes of society ; and who, as they were 
avowedly without any other claim to public 
favor, save of that of good intentions^ so did 
\l seem, that they were determined to con- 
fine themselves to that line of conduct, which 
could be exactly bounded by such pretensions. 

The English nation were so .exasperated at 
the haughty tone of Trance, that an una- 
nimous disposition perviaded all the classes of 

* Lord Pclham resigned the sitqatioh of one of tlir 
principal secretaries of state, and was succeeded by Mr. 
C. Yorke, secretary at war 5 and Mr. Bragge was ap- 
pointed secretary at war. Mr. Ticmey was nominated^ 
treasurer gf the navy 3 and some of the inferior seats at th© 
Treasury and other public boards were allotted to Messrs . 
Bond, Goldingy and General Maitland 3 and Lord 
lijawkesbury was called up to the House of Peers. 

T 4 society 
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society to bear any hardships, or make any 
sacrifice, rather than suffer their country to 
crouch at the proud foot of the tyrant of 
France. In a few months, a volunteer army 
of 300,000 effective men appeared to start 
fi'om the earth for the defence of theit native 
land. Expeditions also took^ place against 
the Dutch settlements of Demerara and 
Issequibo, and against the French Islands of 
St. Lucie and Tobago. St. Domingo, the 
most valuable eolony the French ever possess^^ 
ed, was wrested from them by the Nigritian 
natives, assisted by a British squadron ; and ia 
the East Indies, our successes over the na- 
tive princes were brilliant a^)d glorious. 
The reduction of the island of St. Domingo 
was beyond doubt the severest blow which 
France sustained in the course of the year» 
General Rochambeau, and the remains of 
that formidable army, which had been j.udgeci 
sufficient to re-conquer the colony, were 
obliged to surrender prisoners of war to the 
naval force of Great Britain. 

General Greenfield assaulted and carried 
by storm the Island of St. Lucie; and bv 

capitulation 
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capitulation^ the island of Tobago. Thp 
Dutch settlements of Berbice and Demerara 
wexe also subjugated in the course of the pre^ 
^ent y^ar. 

The inveterate enemy of Great Britain, 
however friendly his apparent pretensions^ 
was ever alive to the means of embarrassing 
its government, by feeding and inflaming the 
discontents in Jrekpd. In the early part of 
the year, judges were sent by special com- 
mission to try the disturbers of the publie 
peace in the counties of Limerick, Tipperary, 
and Waterford. The principals of this new 
plot, were Emmettj* Russell, and Quigly^"^ 

Emmett 

* Emmett had been so ui;»guarded in his conduot when 
the late disturl^nces existed, as to become an object of 
the vigilance of government, and had thought it advisa* 
ble to emigrate to France, during the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act ; but, on the suspension being remov« 
ed, he returned to Ireland. His mind was ardent, his 
imagination brilliant, and he possessed a flow of eloquence 
ever consistent with the correctness of legitimate oratory : 
He was now only in the 24th year of his age, and, as bo 
was concerned in Uie former conspiracy, he must, so ear- 
ly as eighteen, have been Initiated in the baneful nature ^f 
(Reason and conspiracy. Russell was the son of an offi* 
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Emmett and Russell were tried and execuU 
ed, but Quigley and many other conspiratort 
that were in custody were spared, on making 
a fuU^ disclosure of the unknown circun^- 
staces of the treason. 
The sttrtation of Europe at the close of this 
yesiv may be thus stated. While France was 
txtendipg her gigantic arms from the Adriatic 
to the Baltic, and scorned to bound her do* 
minions on the north by the Rhine, or eve^ 
the Elbe; Germany seemed lost in apathy^ 
or the sluggishness of despair ! Italy was di- 
rectl}^ governed as a province of France, while 
Spain, Portugal, and the Hanse Towns, were 



cer of reputation in his Majesty's service, and enjoyed an 
honprable retreat as master of the Royal Hospital for 
Veterans at Kilmainham near Dublin. The son was 
placed carl> in the army, and had served at Bunker*s Hill 
and the subsequent campaigns in America. At the close 
of the war he either retired on half pay, or his corps was 
reduced. He took up his residence in a town of consi- 
derable trade in the north of Ireland . In justice however 
to his memory, it must be observed, tliat he was affection- 
ate and tender hearted, and more of the gentleman, than 
if usually found in the confirmed democrat. 

nc- 
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Ijecessitated to furnish such coDtributiona,'as 
were demanded by the French government* 

A^. D. 1 804. The uncQtpmoh pressure of 
piiblic business, as well as the formidable 
menaces oii the Gallic shores^ indqced the mi* 
nister, after a short recess o£ little more than 
three months, to call parliament together. 
They accordingly met on the 22d of Novem-? 
ber, and his Majesty, in his speech, ^fter ac^ 
knowledging the wisidom of parliament in 
providing the necessary supplies, paid a high 
compliment to the volunteer corps, and ex- 
tolled our West Indian conquests. In ad-^ 
verting to the menaced invasion, his Majesty 
expressed his determination, to share the 
exertions and dangers of his people in the 
defence of his kingdonoi. To the activity an4 
valor c^his fleets and s^rtnies, and to the zeal 
and unconquerable spirit of his faithful sub- 
jects, he confided the hopor of his crown, and 
all the valuable interests embarked in the 
contest. He* concluded, by expressing his 
firm conviction, that if the enemy should ha- 
zard an iqvasion, the consequence to them 
would be discomfiture, confusioii and dip- 

grace^ 
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grace, and to this country, the solid and per^ 
manent advantage of fixing its independence 
on the basis of acknowledged strength, the 
result of its own tried energy and resources. 

The Marquis of Sligo moved the address 
in the House of Lords, and the Earl of Lime- 
rick seconded it. The address wag carried 
unanimously. In the Commons, the Hono- 
rable Cropley Ashley made a simil^ motion, 
which was a,lso agreed to. 

Sir Philip Stevens moved in the committde 
r>f supply, that 1 00,000 seamen be voted for ih^ 
present year, and also a bill, for the further 
restriction on the Bank of England from the 
issue of specie, both of which were agreed 
to. Sir William Scott brought forward bis 
Clerical Residence Bhll, and on the ministers 
motion, the house voted SOOOl. as r tempo- 
rary relief to those curates, who were depriv- 
ed of their cures by the operation of the bill 

Mr, Secretary Yorke moved for the further 
suspension of the Irish ^labeas Corpus Act, 
and also for the enactment of the National 
Law Bill. He declared, that it was with great 
regret he felt himself obliged to perform tbifl 

painful 
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peiinful duty ; but that it. was the misfortune 
of the times in which it was our lot to live, 
that we were not permitted to enjoy our 
lives, owr liberties, and our fortunes, without 
being daily called upon to make sacrifices of 
some of our valuable privileges. Able and 
animated debates ensued, but both the bills 
passed the Commons, and, after a feeble op- 
position in the Lords, they filially passed into 
laws. 

Mr. Bragge, Secretary at War, now brought 
forward the army estimates : as they differed 
very little from those of the last year, it was 
unnecessary to trouble the House on the re- 
spective items. The proposed nuipber of 
men was 273,149? exclusive of 22,897 for 
India. The charges of such an army, he 
estimated at d? 10,90 vJ55 ; for the volunteer 
corps, he computed the expense at 730,000, 
besides the additional expense of the 
general staff, in consqueuce of the number 
of brigade officers employed to discipline and 
train them. The accounts of the barrack 
departments were not yet ready, but they 
would exceed those of former years, owing to 

th6 
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the ekpense of preparing winter cantonmentd 
for the soldiers on the coast. 

It is our duty, however painful, to notice 
the indisposition of our beloved Sbvereign; 
The alarm and Consternation, which pervaded 
the whole kingdom, may be more easily con^ 
ceived, than eit pressed. The awful visi- 
tation of 1789 presented itself with incr^ised 
apprehension. Twelve days after the oflS- 
cial notification of his Majesty's illness, the 
first bulletin appeared ; but it held out no fa- 
vourable termination of a speedy recovery : of 
this tendency^ with very little variation^ were 
the bulletins till March, when they assumed 
a more decided tone, and soon after, they 
confidently announced his Majesty's daily 
recovery-^^The declaration of the minister 
iq the Commons, That there zcas no necessary 
suspension of the royal functions ; and also of 
the Chancellor in] the Peers, That the lords 
commissioners were warranted in expressing 
the royal assent to several bills^ which had 
already passed through both houses of parlia^ 
mentj considerably tended to allay the pub- 
lic ferment, and restore tranquillity to his 

Majesty'^ 
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Majesty's affectionate and loyal subjects. 
Soon after, our gracious Sovereign, to the in-^ 
expressible satisfaction of the inhabitants of 
the metropolis, drove through the principal 
streets of London and Westminster, attended 
by his royal consort, and some of the prin- 
cesses. 

On the 9th of March, the rdyal assent was 
given by commission to several public and 
private bills : but, prior to the reading of the 
commission, Earl Fitzwilliam expressed his 
doubts of his Majesty's health being compe- 
tent to his re-assumption of the regal func- 
tions. The Lord Chancellor declared, that 
"from the personal interview and conversation 
he had with his Majesty on the subject of 
the pending bills, he was convinced in his' 
own mind, that the lords commissioners were 
warranted in expressing the royal assent. 

Both houses of parliament met on the fifth 
of April. In the Lords, the Volunteer Conso- 
lidated Bill went through the committecj 
which engrossed the attention of the house 
for some days. Several amendments were 
proposed by many opposition lords, but they 

were 
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were generally negatived without a divisiorii 
On the 1 1th of May, the Marquis of Stafford 
rose in the House of Lords, and said, that as 
he had been informed that a new adaiinis-^ 
tration had taken place, which, though not 
formed on the broad and extensive basis * 
that he could have wished, yet as it included 
a Right Hon. Gentleman, W. Pitt, heshoilld 
withdraw his motion, of which he had foi** 
merly given notice. On the 12th of May it 
was publicly announced, that Mr. Addidgton 
had resigned, and that Mr. Pitt had been 
appointed his successor, and oh the 18th of 

May, 

• On the resignation of Mr. Addington, the alarming 
danger of the country had produced a general call for th« 
union and co-operation of all the united talents in the 
kingdom. This sentiment had been echoed by every 
party, and by every description of people, and it was the 
prevalent wish, that all political differences should be swal- 
lowed up in a general exertion for the common cause. 
Whatever private predilections were rumoured to prevail 
in any quarter, it appears from repeated assertions of Mr. 
Pitt, that no man was more strenuous for the formation 
of a government, embracing all the united eminent talents 
of the nation ; and it is no secret to some of the highest 
circles in the kingdom, that Mr. Pitt, on the resignation 

of 



ANNALS OF 6EOROB III. S93 

May, Mr* Pitt took his seat in the Commons, 
upon being re-elected for the University of 
Cambridge. 

The Minister now brought forward his 
plan for the military defence of the country. 
After many animated debates, leave was 
given, the bill introduced, and read a second 
time. On the 6th of June Mr. Whitbread 
made a motion for papers^ in order to give 
the House information, respecting the coft- 
duct of the Lord Advocate in Scotland, 
towards a Mr. Morrison, a farmer in BamfF-- 
shire. Morrison had a servant, who, coop , 
trary to his desire, joined the volunteers, for 
which he discharged him. The servant laid 

yf Mr. Addington, was anxiously desirous that Lord 
vrenville and Mr. Fox should form a part of the new 
dministration^ and pressed their admission in that quarter, 
vhete only such earnestness could be effectual ; con- 
reiving, the forming a strong government, as important to 
hepuUic welfare, and as calculated to call forth th^ united 
alents,*as. well as the utmost resources of the empire } 
Q which endeavour he persisted, till within a few months 
if his death. I am well' aware of the delicacy of such a 
tatemcBi, but 1 am bold in the certamty of its trulh. 

u -his 
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bis case before the Lord Advocate, who se- 
verely reprobated the conduct of Morrison. 
He advised the sheriff of Bamff, in case o( 
invasion, to arrest and imprison MoirisoD, 
and, should his property be pillaged by the 
enemy, that the sheriff should do all in bis 
power to prevent Morrison from obtaining 
any compensation. Having forcibly dwelt 
on the tyrannical conduct of the Lonl 
Advocate, he moved for a copy of the public 
records of the county of BamfiT. ' After 
some observations from Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Fox, the motion was agreed to. 

The first important military operation thii 
year, was the capture of the English settle- 
ment of Goree, on the coast of Africa, by a 
small French detachment. This conquest^ 
however, did not long remain in the hands of 
the enemy. It was retaken by Capt. Dixon, 
of the Inconstant frigate, with the assistance 
of some sloops, and a store ship. Early in 
the spring a heavy calamity occurred, by the 
loss of the Apollo frigate, Capt. Dixon ; she 
had sailed from the Cove of Cork in com- 
pany with the Carysfort frigate, and sixty- 
nine 
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nine sail of merchantmen bound for the West 
Indies. The Apollo, and part of her convoy, 
went on shore, and with difficulty twenty- 
nine of them were saved, and proceeded 
with the Carysfort alone. Thfs disastrous 
event has never been fairly accounted fot ; 
but whether private or public mismanage- 
ment, certain it is, that the loss of a fine 
frigate, her Captain, many of her officers, 
wad sixty of her crew, with forty sail of 
merchant ships, richly laden, and more than 
five-hundred seamen, fell into the hands of 
the enemy. 

Commodore Sir Sidney Smith made an 
unsuccessful attempt to prevent the junction 
of the enemy^s flotilla from Flushing, with 
that of Ostend. • The failure principally ori- 
ginated from the want of gun-boats, which, 
from the shallowness of the water, could 
alone act against the enemy with effect.* 

Intelligence, 

* About this time an attempt was made on that part 
of the French AqtiUaj which laj at anchor in the road 
of Boulogne, by Capt. Owea, of the Immortality fiigate^ 
some sloops and cutters, but with no great share of sue* 

u 2 cess. 
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Intelligence, however, of a more pleasing 
nature, was received from the Leeward 
Islands ; it announced the capture of the 
valuable Dutch island of Surinam, and with 
very little loss. Besides the concfuest of the 
island, a frigate of iJ2guns, a sloop of war 
of 18 guns, and an immense quantity of 
ammunition, ordnance, and stores, fell into 
4he hands of the victors. 

It would be unpardonable not to notice a 
most gallant action of Captain Dance, of 
the Earl Caniden Indiaman, who, acted as 
commodore to a valuable fleet of fifteen 
homeward bound Indiamen. Capt, Dance 
was met by Admiral Lindis' squadron, con- 
sisting of one ship of the line, three frigates, 
and a briff. Fearful that his rear migrht be 
cut off, he made the signal to attack, and 
bear down on the enemy^s squadron, and en- 
gage them in succession : a partial conflict 
took place, but, before the three leading 

ce5S. Captain Oliver, of thfe Melpooiene frigate, wai 
equallj unsuccessful upon the enemy's vessels in Havre 
Pier j some Tdamage, however, was done to the tovm^ 
by the shells and carcasses thrown into it. 

ships 
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fifaips could well come into action, the ene- 
my's squadron hauled their wind, and stood 
away to the eastward, with all the sail they 
could raise. The gallant Commodore made 
a signal for a general chase, and pursued his 
dastardly foe for two hours, to the indelible 
disgrace of the French, and to the ioimortal 
honour of the British Navy, * 

The 

* In consequence of this brilliant action, the committee 
<of the Patriotic Fund at Lloyd's met, and determined the 
following rewards :— to Captain Dance, a vase and a 
sword, each of sSiOO value. A sword and vase of the 
same value to Capt. Timmins, of the Royal George, 
and a sword^^of gS50 was ordered to all the other Cap- 
tains, and also a sword of £50 to Lieut* Fowler, of the 
Royal Navy, for his services on the occasion $ and on the 
following day, the Directors of the East India Company 
voted to the commanders, officers, and seamen, the fol* 
lowing sums :-— to C^t* Dance, 2000 guineas, and a 
piece of plate, valued 200-t-To Capt. Hmmins, 1000 
guineas, and a piece of plate of 100 guineas— -To Capt. 
Moffatt, 500 guineas, and a piece of plate of 100 guineas. 
—To Captains Wilson, Farquharson, Torin, Clarke, 
Moriton, Wordsworth, Kirkpatrick, Hamilton, Farrer, 
Prendergrast, Browne, LarMns, and Lockner, 500guineaf 
each, and a piece of plate of 50 guineas to each.— To 
ihcchief Officers, j^M) guineas eachi to second and third 

u 3 125 
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. The last memorable transaction of tbii 
year, was the captgre of four homeward 
bound Spanish treasure ships, by Capt 
Moore, of the Indefatigibte, and three other 
frigates. Capt. Moore, detached from the 
Channel Fleet, for the purpose, fell in with 
four large Spanish- frigates, off Cadiz. He 
hailed them, to induce them to shorten sul, 
but without effect ; he therefore fired upon 
them a parley ensued: Capt. Moore inform- 
ed the Spanish Commander, that he had or- 
ders to detain his squadron, and wished to 
enforce them, without proceeding to extremi- 
ties. The answer was unsatisfactory, and an 

135 guineas } and to the fifth and sixth 50 gaincas each. 
To pursers and surgeons, BO guineas each ; mates, boat- 
Bwains, gunners, and carpenters, SOgaineaa each ; mid- 
sbipmcn, 30 guineas ^ P^tty officeis, IS guineas each; 
leamen, ordinary scamcB, ^d servants, six goiaea^Fadi f 
and to Lieut. Fowler, a passenger in the Camden, ftr 
his services to Capt. Dance, during the action, SOOgoiDcat 
for a piece of plate. The whole remuDeratioa little 
short of ^£50,000 I ! t The valne of the fleet, thus 
gallantly preserved, as estiibated by the BUper-OHgoei^ 
ineluditieprivalc, as well as public inveslmenti, appear 
to be upwards of (£6,OOOjOOO^ stc^m 
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engagement followed. Within ten minutes, 
one of the Spanish frigates blew up; and io 
Jess than half an hour, two more surrendered, 
and the fourth, after an attempt to escape, 
was captured. The ships* were found to 
be of immense value, principally laden with 
dollars, in gold and silver, and precious mer- 
chandise, the produce of Spanish America. 

The events of the present year are so un- 
important, save those between England and 
France, that little remains to be noticed, ex- 
cepting the violent, arbitrary and unprece- 
dented conduct of the French consul. Aus- 
tria appeared actively employed in repairing 
the losses her armies had sustained in the 



* A most melaacholy drcumitance attended the n- 
plotion of the Spaniih frigate. A native of Spain wu 
retumii^ from America with his family, consisting of hit 
lad/, five sons and four daughten, all grown up, aod 
Kith a large fortune, the savings of twenty-five -years of 
- indiutry. Prior to the action, the father and one of the 
Moa, was removed to wtx of the largest gbips, and in « 
few minuies, saw ilie horrid spectacle of his whole fa- 
and all his treasure, surrounded with flamet, and 
i; of the merdloc ocean . 

V 4 late 
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late war, and in placing her military esta- 
blishment on the best possible footing. 

In France a plot* was discovered, for the 
assassination of Bonaparte^ and to effect a 

• The principals in this conspiracy were Pkhtgrea^ 
Georges Cadondal, formerly a leader of the insurgenli 
in Brittany, Lajollais, and other indiriduals. General 
Moreau was implicated in the plot, as having had some 
•ecret meetings with Pichegrcu since his return from 
England. Moreau, Lajollais, and others, were appre- 
hended, but Pichegreu and Georges, though, known to 
be in Paris, escaped, for the present, the vigilance of the 
police. After a short respite, they were however appre- 
hended. Moreau, though found guilty of the charges 
brought against him, by the tribunal before which he 
was tried, was pardoned on condition of retiring to Ame- 
rica. The conspiracy thus crushed, and the principals 
safe in custody. Bonaparte determined to get rid of one 
of ihp Bourbon Pfiuces. The violation of an indepen- 
dent, but weak potentate, was no impediment, and, but 
a trifling consideration in the eyes of Bonaparte, com- 
pared with the sacrifice of ^o illustrious and so formidable 
a victim. He accordingly ordered a body of cavalry to 
cross the Rhine in the night, under the command of 
General Cauliucourt, one of his aides-de-camp, and to 
proceed to Etirnhcim, in the electorate of Baden, and to 
seize tlie ^ukc D'Enghien, and several other individuals. 
The duke was inuncdiately conveyed to Paris, the dis- 
tance 
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counter revolution. Dei ur.tiions from the Se- 
nate, ihe Legislative Bo. nd theTribunate, 

waited 

tance of 400 miles. >vJth<nU Iht .smallest intermission, 
and conducted to the Tempi' a pri^^.n, where so rhanjr 
of the Royal Family had sufFerea s.i.-h atrocious cruel- 
tics. Rut even here, he had no repose, but wu: harried 
away to the castle of Vinccnnes, where a tribunal, under 
the appellation of a special military commission^ com- 
posed of creatures devoted to Bonaparte and selected by 
his brother-in-law, Murat, governor of Paris, had beerl 
convened at nine in the evening ; almost exhausted for 
want-pif rest and nourishment, he was forced into the 
presence of his judges^ who in the course of two hours, 
tried and convicted him. No evidence was produced 
upon the trial, (a mere formality) prefatory to the execu- 
tion of a sentence virtually pronounced by the order for 
the prince's arrestation. During the whole of this dis- 
tressing scene, the duke displayed the greatest calmness 
and fortitude. Four Geits d*arm$s were posted in the dun- 
geon, where he was confined. In the course of the 
tiight, General Murat arrived at Vincennes under an 
escort of|Mamelukes, and accompanied by four aiJes- de- 
camp. The castle was surrounded and guarded by- 
Italian troops of Gens d'armes. The duke, on being in- 
formed of his sentence calmly replied, . / am ready and 
ndgnedi At the place of execution he lifted up his 
hand 4 to heaven, exclaiming. May God preserve my king, 
and deliver my country from the yoke of a foreigner i 
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waited upon the Consul, deprecated the con- 
spiracy, and attributed it solely to the insti- 
gation of England. 

Un. 

of niDe who fired, seven hit him, two bullets pierced 
his head, and five his body. A coffin, with lime, was 
ready to receive his corpse, and a grave bad been dug io 
the garden of the castle, where he was interred. Thus 
perished in the prime of life the only son of the Due dc 
Bourbon, a prince who inherited all the virtues of the 
illustrious house of Conde ! ! ! . This tragical scene had 
scarce closed, when another intrigue was announced. Mr. 
Drake, the British envoy to the court of Munich , was ac- 
cused of a clandestine correspondence with certain dis- 
aflFccted individuals in France, in order to effect a counter- 
revolution, Mr. Drake in consequence was under the 
necessity of quitting the Bavarian territories, and Mr. 
Spencer Smith, the British envoy to the Elector of 
Wurtemburg, implicated in these transactions^ was also 
•bliged to leave Stutgard. 

Sir Thomas Rumbolt, the British charge d'affaires to 
the circle of Lower Saxony, was seized by a party of 
French troops, in consequence of orders by the French 
minister of the police, and conveyed, with all his papers, 
to Paris. On his arrival, he was confined in the Temple 
and detained for two nights and two days. At length 
he was discharged on a promise not to return to Ham- 
burgh, nor to within a certain distance of the French 
territories. There is every reason to believe, that his 
deliverance was owing to the prompt and spirited dc- 

tuand 
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Unfortunately for mankind, Bonaparte 
has such numerous accomplices in guilt, 
whose fortunes, and perhaps existence, de- 
pend upon the upholding his authority, and 
who are perfectly in possession of governing 
that abject people, that it will require more 
than an ordinary course of events, and a pro- 
digious reverse of fortune, to shake his power. 

The crown of France had been long the 
object of Bonaparte's ambition. The regrets 
of the people for their ancient monarchy, 
rendered indeed any system of government 
approaching to it, even in the person of the 
First Consul, to a certain degree not unpali- 
tabie. The first decided step, towards the 
accomplrshnoient of this long preconcerted 
measure, was an address to the Consul, pro- 
posing to appoint him hereditary Emperor of 
France. This was followed by numerous 
fulsome addresses from tbd armies, and prin- 
cipal cities. *A proposition was soon after 
submitted to the Tribunate by one of the 

luand made by pRissk in his.bebalE His papers^ hawm 
ever, have beeu detained* 

V ikmsul't 
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Gonsuls creatures for conferring on Napoleon 
Bonaparte, the rank and title of Emperor <^ 
the French^ and of making the said rank and 
title hereditary in his family, according to 
the laws of primogeniture. This measure 
was finally adopted, and a decree, denomi- 
nated an organic senatus consulium^ was pass- 
ed, conferring the title of emperor on thfc 
First Consul, and establishing that dignity 
hereditary in his family. 

The assumption of the Imperial dignity 
by Bonaparte, gave a new interest to the 
political conderns of Europe. The Emperor 
of Germany, as soon as the event was knowD 
in Vienna, determined to coufer the here- 
ditary dignity of Emperor on the House of 
Austria. . ' 

We must now draw the attention of our 
readers to the events in India. No sooner 
had the great and comprehensive exertions of 
the Marquis of Wellcsley, Governor-Gene- 
ral of India, annihilated the throne of the 
Mysorean usurper, and recovered the Nizam 
from the dangerous and increasing influence 
€)f the French in the Diecan, than a consi- 
derable 
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derable d^ree of internal comniotion pre- 
Vjiiied in the vast empire of the Mahratta 
States, After a series of well-contested con- 
flicts, mostly in favor of the Company'^ 
troops, a treaty w^as concluded vt^ith the 
Mahratta princes, and peace proclaimed 
throughout the British Empire in India. 
This glorious event was productive of the 
most enthusiastic joy in every part of the 
Company's dominion of Hindpstan, and with 
public rejoicings in every town ^nd settle* 
ment. The inhabitants of Calcutta, who 
had the best opportunity of witnessing the un- 
wearied solicitude of the Marquis of Welles- 
ley for the public interest, presented him an 
address, expressive of their intirc approba- 
tion of the justice and necessity of the war; 
their admiration of the plan of the campaign, 
the heroic energy with which it was carried 
on, and the wise, humane, and liberal pohcy 
which dictated the conditions of peace. 
Not satisfied with this public testimony of 
their esteem, they afterwards voted a marble 
statue to be erected at Calcutta, as a memo- 
rial of his services. It was also agreed to, 

2 ' present 
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present swords of considerable value to Gene« 
rals Lake and Wellcsley, as testimoniab of 
ibeir distinguished oierit^ so visible in the 
late campaign. At home, the thanks of 
Parliament were voted to the Governor-Ge- 
neraK and to the Commanders, Officers, and 
Soldiers of the several armies, who had shared 
in the glory of the contest His Majesty 
was also pleased to create General Lake a 
Peer of the realm, and General Wellesley a 
Knigiit of the Bath. 

A. D. 1805. Parliament met tinusually 
late this year: on the 15th January His 
Majesty went in state to the House of 
Peers, and the Commons attending, he deli- 
vered a most gracious speech from the 
throne. After the usual formalities, the 
address was proposed ; a good deal of alter- 
cation ensued, and on a promise on the part 
of administration, that the papers connected 
with seveml points in His Majesty's speech 
would be presented on an early day, the 
address was voted, as was also a similar one 
in the Commons. Sir Evan Nepean moved 
for a farther suspension of the Habeas Cor-* 

pus 
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pus Act in Ireland ; on a division there ap* 
peared for the original motion a majority of 
79. The discussion on the rupture with Spain 
was the subject of warm debates ^n both 
Houses. Lord Mulgrave arose, and after 
adverting to the French and Spanish treaty 
of 1761, commonly called the Family Comi- 
pact, and the late treaty concluded at St. 
f ldenfonso» he contended that England, after 
the rupture with France, was anxious to in^ 
terfere as little as possible with the terms of 
the treaty until war with France became 
inevitable. He noticed the vague and eva* 
sive answers of the Spanish envoy to the re- 
monstrances of our ambassador. It was no 
secret to our cabinet, that French soldiery 
were clandestinely allowed to march through 
Spain, and that naval armaments were to a 
certain extent ^goipg forward : He then no* 
ticed the menaces against our ally Portugal; 
the sale of prizes^ little short of piracy ; the 
amxaments of Ferrol, and the evasive answers 
of M. D'Andunga to declare the real state 
of its enga'gements with. France, till the arri* 
Val of its treasure. The detention of the 
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Spanish frigates made no ground of the war, 
and was not even known at Madrid, till the 
departure of the British minister. Lord 
Spencer proposed an amendment, strongly 
censuring the negligent and undecided coun- 
cils, which marked the whole of these pro- 
ceedings: on a division there appeared for the 
amendment 36, and for the original motioQ 
114, majority 7^. This important and in* 
teresting subject was discussed on the same 
day in the Commons, and produced long 
and animated debates. Mr. Pitt moved for 
the address in the Commons : He took a re- 
trospective view of the aspect of our relation, 
and the progress of the discussions with 
Spain, previous to the war. The treaty of St 
Ildenfonso, made Spain ipso facto a principal 
in the war, and the more so, as the offensive 
provisions were specifically directed to Eng- 
land : By that treaty, they bound themselves 
to assist each other with their whole power 
if the stipulated succours* should be insuf- 
ficient 

* Spainfrefused to give any explanation of the amount 
of the pecuniary subsidy, but from every information 

Mr. 
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ficient. The capture of the frigates, he said, 
made no part of the case, as we should have 
been equally at war, had it never happened.* 
Mr. Grey, in an elaborate speech, combated 
most of the positions laid down by the minis- 
ter: he admitted the hostile character of the 
treaty of St. lldenfonso, but deprecated the 
abuse of the principle of war, which that treaty 
yielded. He contended, that Spain had in 
no instance directly violated the neutrality ; 
that it all along manifested pacific disposi-^ 
tions, and that the capture of the Spanish 
frigates was not a measnre of precaution, 
but of violence, injustice, and bad faith. 
He concluded with moving an amendment 
to the address : long and animated debates 
ensued : on a division, SIS voted for the 

» 

original address, and 106 against it, majo- 
rity 207. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
now brought forward his ways and means. 

Mr. Frere our ambassador, could procure, he had reason 
to think it was near three millions. Such a sum must un- 
doubtedly be meant for unlimited succour, or as an equb- 
valent for the employment for the whole force of Spain. 

X For 
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For the naval service, exclusive of 
j^300,000 for the ordnance sea sei^vice, 
£ 1 4,645,680. For.the army service of Eng- 
land, j? 14,778,3191. For Ireland, ^5,838,506. 
Ordnance of England, ^4,546,994. Of Ireland 
^60O,O0O.Miscellaneousfor£nglaQd,8OO,000. 
For Ireland, jg650,Q00. Joint charges of 
both, j?44,559,52L To meet these estimates 
the minister reckoned the land and malt du- 
ties •at i€2,750,o6o ; war taxes rf8»3OO,O00; 
new war tax ^1,150,000 ; property tax, 
^6,100,000. Surplus of the coDsolidated 
fund, ^4,000,000, Lottery, a^300,000. Sur- 
plus of ways and means, ^1,192,000. Loan 
^20,000,000. Total ways and means, 
j?43,992,145- Total supplies, ^43,690,419 
Leaving a surplus of ways and means, be- 
yond the supplies, of ^310,696. New taxes* 

to 

* The new taxes were one penny oh each single letter 
sent by the post, two-pence on double letters, and 
three pence upon single letters, being an addition of one 
penny upon letters carried to the vicinity of Liondon by 
the two- penny post. An addition of five shillings a 
bushel^ to the ten shillings now paid upon salt ; on plea* 
sure horses, an addition of one fifth of the present tax \ 
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to meet the charges ; post-office ^950,000'; 
salt, j^490,000) dittoxm exportation to Eu- 
rope j^SO,000) pleasure horses, j€ 140,000. 
husbandry ditto, «^320,000, idirect lega* 
-cies, ^^900)000, legacies charged on land 
j9 100,000, to ditto strangers in blood,^ 
^30,000. Total, i^l, 560,000. The estima- 
ted produce would thus be somewhat above 
4^30,000, beyond the sum wanted. After 
some trifling debates, the resolutions were 
agreed to 

A long discussion took place on reading 
the bill for the abolition of the Slave Trade. 
On a division it was lost by a very small ma- 
jority. Sir William Kawlins, afid R. A. 

en horsed for husbandry^ lie proposed to raiiie the pre- 
sent tax of 12s. 6d. to one pound 5 on legacies k'fatiali 
duty of ll. per cent on all direct legacies, npon Avhiclt 
the new stamp duty was not now paid. He also propos* 
td to subject legacies charged on land to the same tax; 
also an increase of the duties to strangers in blood, from 
a to 10 per cent. He then made the following recapittx* 
lation. Total amount of the fntertst on the loan^ ioclud«.\ 
hig three per ^cents. created for loyalty holders^ and 
charges of^managemeat ^1,5 1 7> 192. Taxes to meet tte 
charges d^l ,560,000/ 

X 8 Co2t, 
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Cox, Esq* sheriffs* of Middlesex, were com- 
mitted to Newgate by the House of Commons 
for having acteil in violation of their duty in 
refusing to refer to the books of the assess- 
ments of the land tax, and in breach of the 
privileges of that House. 

On the 6th of April, Mr. Whit bread sub- 
mitted for the consideration of the House th« 
subject of the 10th report of the commis- 
sioners of naval enquiry. After complimentiog 
the late board of Admiralty, who bad insti- 
tuted the, enquiry, he proceeded to the nature 
of the threel charges he had to bring against 

Lord 

* The sheriffs, wilfully, and knowingly did admit to 
poll for Sir Francis Burcett^ upwards of 300 persons 
claiming to vote under a fictitious right, by which a co- 
lourable majority was obtained in favor of Sir Francis; 
and they afterwards rejected persons tendering their 
votes under the same circumstances : indeed it was the obvi* 
ous tendency of their conduct to admit persons to poll, 
who had no riglit to do so, and thereby offered an encou- 
ragement to perjury. 

+ The first charge was, his having applied the public 
motley to otlier uses, than ihose of the naval department, 
in expresi contempt of an act of parliament, and in groai 
violation of his duty. Secondly, his conniving at a tystem 
pf peculation in an individual, for whose conduct, in the 
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Lord Viscount Melville, and in which were 
implicated Mr. Trotter, Mr. Wilson, and 
Mr. Mark Sprot. He contended that the 
commissioners had discovered deficiencies, 
for a number of years, in the Treasurers de- 
partment, to the amount of 5&674,000. It 
was, therefore, necessary to call Lord Melville 
and Mr. Trotter before them, where they 
would have an opportunity of exculpiating 
themselves. After commenting with great 
severity on the conduct of his Lordship and 
Mr. Trotter, he exhorted the concurrence of 
the Commons in bringing such enormous 
delinquency to punishment ; he concluded 
with thirteen resolutions, founded on the 
subject of his speech, but added, that for the 
present, he should only press the first elevea 
of them. It would be impossible, consistr 

tise of the public money, be was 4cepl}r responsible, and 
for this connivance, be denounced bim guilty of a bigli 
crime and misdetneanour. Thirdly, his having himself 
been a participator in that system of peculation ; but as 
this rested op suspicion, he should not at present much in* 
sist upon i but, if the enquiry should take place, he pledg-r 
ed himself to follow it up. with moderation on hii part, 
but with firnmess and steadiness for the country. 

X 3 ent 
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cDt with our brief history, to detail rfir 
many able and aninyated speeches on tbi» 
important' subject; on a division on '^. 
Whitbread'sinotion, thereappeared 9 1 6 against 
it,' and 916 in its favor,' and the nuaofben^ 
bekig thusrequaK the Speaker gave his cast- 
i ng « vote 'm fevor of the motion. Mr. WTrit* 
bread then moved ' an address to His Majes^ 
ty. to remove Lord " Melville from his cotm* 
oils 4uxl ^preseBee for ever : Hh Lordship in 
coDsequenfc efesigned the office of First Lofd 
of • the Adilniralty, and soon after, his name 
was erased from^ the list of the privy council. 
Mr. Whitbtead also impiitated M^ Pitt: 
he alluded to the quietus of £ 1 24,000 to Mn 
Jdlicoe, and to the advance of 5^40,000 to 
the house of Boyd and Ben field.* The money 

Mr. 

• The house of Boyd and Benfield had contracted for 
the loans of 17Q5, and of 1796, at the time^ when there 
was such a scarcity of money, that it could not; be obtain- 
ed, even on good security, and they being the principal . 
holders, an instalment of 40>000 becoming due, they, on 
the same day, applied to government for a loan to that 
amount, in order to discharge it. Had the sum not beea 
adrancedj a new loan m\;^t have been contracted for on. 

▼«7 
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Mk WKitbread' affirmed, was advanced ' by * 

« <• -I - •• " I . • ■ ' * '.' ' ^ ' 

Jjbtd Melville out of the pavy fund; and 
though he adrnitted that no deinanas on thi 
th6 office went unpaid at the tinje, yet it 
was unreasonable to suppose, that no incoh- 
venience was felt from this transactioq. Mr« 
Henry Lascelles justified the co^dqct of the 
minister, but could not agree with Mf. Whit- 
bread as to the mode of stating the facts: 
be therefore moved, ** that the advance of 

'■ / * * I • ' ^ » is 

rf46,006 to the house of Boyd and do, was 
highly expedient, in the existing circum- 
Stances, and attended with the most benefit- 
cial effects/' After a good deal of debat^ 
the previous question was put and carried oi^ 

very disadvantageous terms, which would have been at- 
tended with far greater loss to the nation, than that lom, 
even if it ha4beenlost. But that was not the case ; uo* 
questionable security for it had been deposited in the 
handsof government^ and eyer^ shilling of it repaid. Mr. 
Pitt acknowledged to the Hoqse, tliat the transactioa 
was irregular, but perfectly justifiable, at a period when 
tb« failure of that house, which did not happen till three 
years afterwards, njight have been very injurious" trf' 
the public, 

% 4 Mr/ 
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m 

Mr. Whitbread's resolution, and the sub* 

stance of Mr. Lascelles's amendment agreed 

to : after which Mr. Lascelles obtained leave 

to bring in a bill of indemnity for the said 

transaction. 
The decided lead which the French took 

in the affairs of Europe in the course of the 
present year, the gigantic strides which her 
emperor had made towards the subjugation 
of Europe, if not to universal monarchy, leave 
us the painful task of recording his triumphs 
and his conquests. The increasing jealousy 
and hatred of the French government towards 
our nation, was sufficiently evident in having 
forced the Court of Spain into hostilities with 
Britain* 

A treaty of concert, between our Sove- 
reign and the Emperor of Germany, was sign- 
ed at St. Petersburgh ; Sweden and Austria 
had already entered into these views, and 
soon after Austria become a member of the 
league ; and a treaty to that effect was sign- 
ed by her plenipotentiary at St. Petersburgh : 
a rupture now became inevitable. Bona- 
parte, who bad hitherto devoKd bis attention 

to 
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to the invasion of Great Britain, now marched 
his whole military force, in order to counter- 
act the combination, which was leagued 
against hink He made rapid strides towards 
the scene of action, and his aitny now roU 
lected together, was estimated at 140,000 men. 
After a series of successes on the part of the 
French, unparalleled in the annals of history 
in so short a space of time, the combined ar- 
mies of Austria and Russia were obliged to 
sue for an armistice,* An interview look 

place 

* The errors of the cabinet of Vieana in the first place* 
and in the second of the Austrian General Mack, meiit 
serere animadversion. It may foe aslsed, and with great pro- 
prietjy what could here hare induced the Austrians to take 
so advanced a podticHi, while the Busman arxnj, by which 
they expected to be supported, were still at some dis- 
tance ? Why not attaclc, with a collected force, the sevenl 
^visions of the Frendi army, which canae into contact^ 
before they could concentrate themselves ^ tn^ haviai^ 
n^lected th^t o^ortunity^ why tiot endeavour to £iroe 
a retreat ? But, instead of making any such«fiaits, Gene- 
fal Mack separated his axmy into seireral dtvisaoas, idudi 
he sofiered to be successivdy onseipowered and delf3di4» 
and with very little loss to his adrcrsaries; Nay, even 
after the signal defeat of Austeilita, the A«s(riaa ^sof 
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place between the emperors of G^rmady and 
France in the open air, rieaf'the village of 
Naseldlowitz : the conference lasted a con- 
siderable time, and on the conclusion, an Au^ 
trian General accompanied by the French 
General Savary, repaired to the Russian head 
quarters : the emperor received them with 
politeness, and, at the saftie time, made 
no positive objectionto the arntiistice^ though 

wi|s fer from being aAhihilated, so that by 'pradence and 
▼Igor, tbey conld stili make head against a great propor« 
tioD of the French army. This observatloii appears mdre 
forcible, when wc consider the state and position of the 
Austrian armies. The Archduke Ferdinand, wht 
commanded a corps of 20,000 Austrian^ in Bohemia, 
before intelligence of the armistice reached him, had de- 
feated with considerable loss, a corps of Bavarians, and 
was rapidly advancing in the rear of the Frenfch army, and 
almoit at the same time ; Archduke Charles made his ap- 
pearance from Hungary, within a day's march of Viebna, 
with an army of 80,000 men, and in excellent order. 
Under theso circumstances, it is presumed, that had the 
Kmpcror of Germany not been so precipitate in conclud-' 
ing a treaty with Bonaparte, the fortune of war might' 
have Ukcn a ditfrrent turn, at least Austria might dotibt^ 
less have obtained conditions less humiliating.* 

hf 



AJI^AUI'Or GEdRbET lit. Sljf 

be did not fbrhially concur in iti Tlie terms, 
however, appeared so humiliating, to the' 
dignity ofhis throne, and to the interests of 
his allies, that- the Russian emperor re- 
fused* to become a party; and accordingly 
ordered his army, although under very distress^ 
ing circumstances, to commence its retreat 
from the Austrian territories. Thus termr- 
nat^ the campaign between France and the' 
united powers bf Austria and Ru^ia, to the 
severe discomfiture and los& of military repu- 
tation of thte litter, but increasing dominion 
and renown of the former. 

Prior to this mortifying and unfortunate ' 
discomfiture of the confederate powers on 
the contraent, the heahh of Mr. Pitt was vi-. 
sibly on the decline, and it could not be ex- 
pected, that the^e sudden and fatal miscar^ 
riages would give a favourable turn to his dis- 
order. His health, however, became daily 
worse, and he was, reluctantly obliged to quit 
a|l public business, and repair to Bath. The 
consternation ' and dismay, which pervaded 
all ranks of society, on the distressing and 

alarming 
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alarming state of the kingdom^ was incalcu* 
labie ; but, let us leave this gloomy prospect^ 
and turn with pleasure to more pleasing and 
animating subjects. The hostilities with 
Spain, Opened a new field of adventure, for 
our brave and intrepid seamen : a squadron 
of six sail of the line, and some frigates, which 
had remained in a state of blockade for more 
than two years, now found means to elude 
the British force, and put to sea; soon after, 
the Toulon fleet, of eleven ships of the line, 
and two frigates, long in a state of <:omplete 
equipment, pushed out to sea without beings 
observed by the gallant Nelson.* 

A serious alarm naturally prevailed on the 
intelligence of two such formidable fleets 
being actually at sea-r-where the blow was 
to fall, occupied for some time the public 
mind. :MaIta, Brazil, the West Indies, or, 
on a junction of the squadrons, led some to 
imagine that the fleet was destined to cover 

♦ Lord Nelson was ever averse to the blocltading sys- 
tem ; he always gave the enemy every opportunity of put- 
ting to tea. 

a descent 
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a descent on Ireland: but it was the prevalent 
opinion, that the object of the Toulon arma- 
ment was destined for Alexandria. Thither 
Lord Nelson proceeded ; but his pursuit was 
in vain. With the utmost celerity this inde- 
fatigable hero traversed the Miditerranean, 
but with no tidings of the enemy. In fact 
the French Admiral, after encountering ft 
violent storm, which considerably disablecf 
his fleet, thought it advisable' to return 
to Toulon to refit. During this anxious 
period, I-iord Nelson, with unwearied 
activity, cruised almost in every probable 
direction, and finally took his station in the 
Sicilian seas. 

The French Admiral having repaired thedla- 
mages he ha4 received in his last cruise, once 
more tried his fortune on the ocean. He sailed 
for Carthegena, in hopes of being reinforced 
by some Spanish ships equipping in that port, 
but, not finding them ready, he steered for 
Cadiz. Here he was joined by one French, 
and six Spanish sail of the line : Novir reinfor- 
ced to seventeen sail, and having on board 

^ ten 
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ten thousand veteran troope, he proceeded to^ 
the West Indies^ It was some time before 
Lord Nelson was apprised of his destination. 
On the 14th of May, his Lordship sailed in 
pursuit of him, and so rapid was his expe* 
dition, that on the 4th of June, he reached 
Barbadoes. The joy and exultatioQ on his 
arrival at the West Indies, was incalculable. 
The inferiority of the two fleets, great as it 
was, was never once taken into consideration. 
Nelson and victory were inseparable. At 
* Barbadoes he was informed that Admiral 
Villeneuve had arrived at Martinique on 
the 14th of May. Suspecting that the re- 
conquest of Trinidad, an ancient Spanish set- 
tlement, was the Spanish Admirals object, 
he steered to the southward on the 5th o( 

• The unaccountable inactivity of thig formidable ar- 
lutmcut amazed Earopc. By some, it was attributed t» 
niortttlity among the troops, as it was asserted, that not 
leu tlmu 3(K)0 frll a sacrifice to the diseases incident to 
the climntr: by others, to a misunderstanding between 
thr Froi»i h and Spanish commanders, as to the objects of 
iheir enterprise?!. 

* June 
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June, and arrived at Trinidad on the 7th.* 
Again disappointed, hesailedfor Granada, but 
here h^e had the mortification to learn, that 
the French squadron had left Martinique 
that very morning, and had taken a course 
to the Northward ; judging Antigua must 
now he.their object^ he lost no time, but im*- 
tnediately proceeded thither, and was again 
disappointed ; here however he ascertained 
to a fact, that this formidable fleet of 17 sail 
of the line, was actually on its return to 
Europe, Immediately debarking the troops 
at Antigua^ his Lordship once more set sail, 
in hopes of overtaking the fugitives. The 
gallant Admiral reached the Straits on the 
19th of July, without having seen the enemy, 
and on the 1 ftth of August, accompanied by 
the Superb, arrived at Portsmouth. 

Though Admiral Lord Nelson was not so 
fortunate as to fall in with Villeneuve's squad- 
ron, nojv increa^d to twenty sail, he how* 

^ Lord Nelson^ in case the French had captured Trinr^* 
dad, prudently embaked 2000 troops under Sir William 
Myers. 

ever 
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ever was met by Sir Rob. Calder's of fifteen 
sail of the line, axid two frigates, cruising off 
Cape Finisterre, ID hope of intercepting bim« 
An action immediateiy commenced ; it was 
supported with determined resolution for four 
hours ; and finally concluded in favor of 
the English, and the capture of two salt 
of the line. In the course of the day, 
the enemy repeatedly bore up in order of 
battle, and, as often hauled their wind, upon 
perceiving no disposition in the British Admi- 
ral to avoid him. At night the fleets were 
about six leagues asunder, and at day break, 
they were seen steering about south west, 
and at noon, were out of sight. Thus termi- 
nated an affair, eminently conspicuous for 
British valor and nautical skill, and, may be 
abstractly considered, a matter of pride and 
triumph to the country.* 

The 

• But notwithstanding the capture of two sail of the 
line, and with an inferior force, yet, it must be confessed, 
that all was not done, on this occasion, that the public 
iliought it had a right to expect. The Admiral's dispatches, 
a* well as the verbal report of the officer who brought 

them 



\- 
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The combined squadroos, having received 
a considerable reinforcement at Ferrol, 
again put to sea with 37 sail of the line, and 
gained the port of Cadiz. The designs of 
the enemy were no secret in the British cabi- 
net, and it was manifejt that they were pre- 
paring for sea. Lord Nelson was offered 
he command of an armament, ^'sufficient to 
cope with that of the enemy. The active ad- 
miral, without a moment's hesitation, accept-. 
cd the proposal. He accordingly sailed 
lix)m Portsmouth on the 14th of September, 
on board the Victory, and off Plymouth 
was joined by the Ajax and Thunderer, two 
^ips of the line, and thence^ immediately 
proceeded to the coast of Spain. On his 
lordship's arrival at Cadiz, he received the 

home, gave the strongest foundation/ for the belief 
that the action would recommence on the following day ; 
the result of which, to an enemy already beaten, must.be 
almost total destruction. The disappointment, therefore. 
was extreme, when intelligence arrived, that the shattered 
squadron of the enemy had gained Ferrol without mo- 
lestation . 

Y command 
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command of the fleet from Admiral Collins:- 
wood. * 

His Lordship, ever averse to the blockading 
system, as leading ultimately to the ruin of 
the navy, was determined to give the enemy 
an opportunity to put to sea, and even em- 
pioyed stratagem to induce them to do so. 
About the middle of October, Lord Nelson 
having had certain intelligence, that he would 
be reinforced by seven sail of tlie line, in a 
day or two, dispatched Admiral Louis, and 
six ships of the line, being a fourth of his 
present force, upon a particular service; 
and that in so open a manner, that it became 
immediately known to the French Admiral, 
and*decided his conduct. Villeneuve de- 
ceived by this bold manoeuvre, and believin^y 
that the English fleet were now reduced to 
twenty-one sail of the line, while his own 
consisted of thirty-three, determined to make 

* There were five ships of the line and a frigate, and 
which were under orders to sail with him, but not finding 
them in sufficient readiness, he sailed with the Euryalus 
sloop only in company. So anxious was his Lordship 
to be gone. 
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one more effort * to humble the naval force 
of Great Britain. 

Accordingly, on the 19th of October, the 
combined fleets, of thirty-three sail of the 
line, sailed from Cadiz. Lord Nelson having 
received the promisee! reinforcement, now 
twenty-seven sail of the line, concluded their 
destination was the Mediterranean ; be there- 
fore immediately sailed for the S traits. On 
his arrival, he learnt from a frigate stationed 
there on purpose, that the enemy had not yet 
passed. On the 2 1st, a day ever memorable 

* There were, it was said, also personal motives, 
which led the French Admiral to this resolution. Since 
his return from the West Indies, the French official paper, 
the M oniteur^ had severely reprobated his conduct in that 
transaction. Bonaparte had also spoken sarcastically of 
him. He was upbraided by the Spaniards for his not 
having supported them better in the late actipn -, and 
finally, it was generally understood, that he was to be su* 
peir^eded^ and that Admiral Rosily was actually on his 
road from Paris^ for that purpose. Stung and mortified 
by these united circumstances^ he determined^ contrary 
it is said, to the wish of the Spaniards, ^to givfe battle to 
Lord Nelson. 

Y 2 in 
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in the British annals, the combiDed fleet wai 
descried about six or seven miles eastward of 
Cape Trafalgar. The intrepid Admiral im^- 
mediately made the signal for the fleet to 
bear up in two columns, as they are formed 
in order of sailing, a mode of attack Ins 
Lordship had previously communtcated, to 
avoid the inconvenience and delay in formiiig 
a line of battle iu the usual maoDer ; Loid 
Nelson, in the Victory, lead the weadier 
column, and in the Royal Sovereign , Admnl' 
Col ling wood, the lee. About noon Ik 
dreadful contest commenced,' by the leadaj 
ships of the columns breaking through die 
enrniy's line : this was first effected by Ad- 
miral (.'oIlinjBfwood in the Royal Sovereign, 
or.'.l in so jjallant a manner, as to excite the 
;^l.nuaiiou of both fleets; the succeedins: 
ships iM'.;aking through in all parts, astern 
of ihor loaders, and engii^ingthe enemy at 
thi uuizzle^ of their guns. At twenty 
r\*.v-Ucs past twelve, the action became gene- 
Mi. It hM\ bren the inientioh of Lord 
N\ Ison to have penetrated the line, between 

the 
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the tenth and eleventh of his adversary's ships 
in the van; but finding it so close, that there 
was not room to pass, he ordered the Victory 
to be run on board the ship opposed to him, 
and the Temeraire, his second, also ran on 
board of the next ship in the enemy's hne, so 
that these four ships formed one mass, and 
were so close, that every gun fired from the 
Victory, set the Redoubtable, to which she 
was opposed, on fire; whilst the British sailors 
were employed at intervals, in the midst of 
the hottest action, in pouring buckets of 
water on the flames of the enemy ^s ship, lest 
both should be involved in destruction ! an 
instance of cool and deliberate bravery, un- 
paralleled in the annals of ancient and mo*- 
derti history. 

The action was equally severe around the 
Royal Sovereign, and in several other quar- 
ters ; the enemy's ships being fought with de- 
termined gallantry: But British intrepidity 
was irresistible, and the issue, a brilliant 
and glorious victory. About three in the 
afternoon, Admiral Gavina, with ten sail of 

the 
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the iine, bore away to Cadiz; soon after, fiv^ 
more of •their headmost ships tacked, and 
stood to the eastward ; they were engaged, 
aod the sternmost was taken ; the other four 
got ofn leaving a noble prey of nineteen ships 
pf Ihe lifiCj with three flag officers, includin^^ 
ihe French Admiral Villeneiive. Soon after, 
all firing ceased, and a complete victory was 
feported to Lord Nelson, who, having been 
wounded early in the action, survived to hear 
the joyful tidings, the fruit of bis consum- 
Hbtte skill and bravery, and then died, as be 
katl lived, a few minutes before five, with the 
most heroic resolution. 

Ihus ended the battle of Trafalgar, the 
mosi brilliant arid glorious ever recorded in 
the annals of Great Britain. This splendid 
¥i(!U>ry would have been more complete, and 
in all probability would have extended either 
to the capture or destruction of every hostile 
veKS(»l, liad not the wind been so dull, as to 
prevent llie rear of the British fleet coming up 
in utiw ! Such a victory cou'ld not be gained 
^jtUout a serious loss in men, and oflScers; 
j.et uiion the whole not so great, as might 

. 2 . bare 
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have been expected in so severe an action.* 
Captains Cook of the Bellerophon, and Dnff 
of the Mars, and the irreparable loss of the 

• Where all are equally brave, it is no easy matter to 
point out individual merit. A circumstance, however, oc- 
curred during the action, which so strongly n^ark* the 
invincible spirit of British seamen, when engaginoc the 
enemies of their country, that it would ba unpardoaable 
not to notice it. Tlie Temerare, Captain Harvey, wa« 
boarded by a French ship on one side, and by a Spani- 
ard on the other 3 the contest was obstinate, but in the cod 
the hostile ensigns were torn from ^he poop, and the Brl- 
lish hoisted in their places, and finally both the encmy^g 
ships captured. Captain Freemantle in the Neptune, by 
the skilful manner he manoeuvred his vessel, compelled 
t\^o of the hostile ships to surrender, and with very little 
loss on his side. 

Indeed the coolness, intrepidity and admirable discipline, 
of 'the British seamen exceed all praise : One proofs 
among many others which could be adduced, merits oar 
particular attention. When five of the captured ships 
were engaged so closely, as that the muzzles of the lower 
deck guns of the antagonists touched each other, tjjte 
French lowered their ports, and deserted their guns upon 
the deck, whilst on the contrary the English sailors were 
deliberately loading and firing their guns with two and 
often with three round shot, which soon reduced the 
hostile ship to a wrecK. 

immortal 
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immortal Nelson, wit! be long and seri- 
ously lamented. His Lordship had been 
eogsged witii the Redonblable, and sui- 
secjiieiitly with his old antagonist, the 
Sanlhsima Trinadada of 14-0 guns, for more 
than an hour, and, latterly, having the Bucen- 
iaare of SO guns, carrying the flag of the 
French admiral, on his quarter; when, at 
about fifteen minutes after one, standing od 
the quarter deck, he received a wound from a 
musket ball discharged by a marksman on 
the poop of the Bucentaure, which entered 
his left breast, and iFhich be inltnediately de- 
ciariid to be mortal ! To the last moment of 
his existence, Ills solicitude for the event of 
ibt iiLtion never ceased; every consideration, 
suve the anxious wish for the glory of his 
cuuntrv, was *r.lirely dormant. Captain Har- 
dy, iviKi ioii^ht his ship, seeing the enemy 
sirikin-j tiiiir color? on every side, or flying the 
sccni: .■•facrlon. carried the j!r.d tidings to the 
*:\:iU hero. who, airer thanking the Almighty 
mvsturvently t!iat he bad survived so glorious 
an e>L>ut, and diat be had been enabled once 
UK-re C:« do bis duty to his couqti;^, expired 
wi;i^>lU a groan. 

To, 
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To do justice to the transcendent merits of 
this honorable martyr of Trafalgar, requires 
the pencil of a more able and finished master, . 
than the author of these pages claims any 
merit to be considered. Elogy has no meta- 
phor that can represent his splendid career ; 
and panegyric itself must borrow its language 
from the simple page of historic record, Jo 
paint the enterprizing activity of his animat- 
ed spirit. Victory or Westminster Abbey !. 
a glorious life^ or an honorable tomb^ seem to 
have been regarded almost as equal blessings. 
To him, wounds, hardships, sufferings andpiu- . 
tilations, presented no obstruction in the career 
of his duty. Happily for his memory, his ex- 
ploits form his best elogium, and so long as 
there shall exist a record ofthe events of British 
history during the period of his life, so long 
will he be remembered as one of the greatest 
patriots, heroes, and men, England ever pro- 
duced. 

FINIS. 

Printed by J. 1>. i><;wtck, 
Aldengate Street. 



I 



